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A Not For Profit  501(C)3 Corporation 
 

PO Box 8892 Erie, PA 16505 
www.pasteelhead.com 
info@pasteelhead.com 

Meetings 

The PA Steelhead Association  typically holds meet-

ings each month except May, June, and July at 7:00 

PM on the second Wednesday of the month .  Meet-

ings are held  at the American Legion Post 773.   The 

Legion is located at 4109 West 12th Street  (State 

Route 5), just east of the Erie Airport.  Meetings are 

now starting at 7:30PM. 

We meet in the banquet room to the left when you 

walk in. We encourage members and the public alike 

to attend and share their views and opinions. Meet-

ings focus on items pertaining to the mission of the 

club, fundraising events, and local public and political 

issues affection our fisheries. The PFBC is often repre-

sented at our meetings for reports and questions. 

To all of our new members, welcome! 

Next Monthly Membership Meeting 

will be on Weds. January 12th, 2022 

at the Millcreek Legion  banquet 

room @ 7:30PM. 

 

The views expressed by the 
authors of articles contained 
in this newsletter are not nec-
essarily the view of the PA.  
Steelhead Association. 
  Edited by S. Zacour 

A PUBLICATION OF THE PA STEELHEAD ASSOCIATION 

 

January 2022 

 

"There is certainly some-
thing in angling that tends 

to produce a serenity of 
mind."~ Washington Irving  

 

A Letter from the President  

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
“I am grateful for the opportunity life presented that brought me to this 

amazing fishery.  It has brought me much joy in this life.” Ryan No-

vatnack, PSA Secretary. 

 

As we roll from fall to winter and round the corner into the new year it’s always 

good to look back in appreciation of the blessings of the year past and contemplate 

what we’d like to see in the year ahead. Personally, I’ve got such a terrible record of 

making/keeping new year’s resolutions that I thought I’d reach out to the PSA board 

members for a little help on both ends of this.    

GRATITUDE 
It will come as no surprise that we are unanimous in our gratitude for the stellar fall 

run of 2021. There’s no point in trying to relate it to any specific bygone year, but 

there’s no question we all feel it has been the best run in a great many years.  …

And, we all hope for a repeat in 2022.  

As for gratitude, Ryan Novatnack’s comment above may say it best, but we have 

many things to be thankful. As president, I thankfully follow in Marty Grzasko’s 

wake and am surrounded by an incredible group of board members. These men and 

women are dedicated, generous with 

their time and mutually appreciative 

of each other and the opportunity to 

work together for this world class fish-

ery. As our treasurer, Chris Fatica puts 

it, “I believe this group is pushing for-

ward by prioritizing initiatives, engag-

ing in meaningful discussions, and has 

a willingness to work together to 

make a difference.” 

In addition, the friendships among 

fellow Steelheaders ranks high on our 

list. Roger Latimer sums it up best, “I 

am grateful for the many new friends 

I have made while Steelhead fishing 

the shore and the streams.  It is amaz-

ing the camaraderie that develops 

and the assistance I can give to new 

anglers (continued on page 11) 
PSA President John Hall delivering Fruit Baskets 

https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org/
https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org
mailto:info@pasteelhead.com
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New Erie County WCO’s & Region offices Contact Info: 
 

Sgt. Jim Smolko: 814-572-0078 
 

Tyler Soety 
Eastern Erie 814-722-8643 
 

Matt Visosky 
Central Erie 814-573-3638 
 

Dan Nietupski 
Western Erie 814-722-0247 
 

Walnut Creek Access 

814-833-2464 
(Note: The Walnut Creek office is the best # to call to report  

poachers since they know who is working and where.) 
 

NW Regional Office: 814-337-0444 

As we put the year 2021 behind us, we have to admit that in 

spite of all the negative things that happened in 2021 the 

steelhead and brown trout fishing has been absolutely super. 

We sincerely hope that the coming new year continues this 

fantastic fishery. 

The good fishing has brought the return of many anglers from 

all over and a great number of new anglers to the sport. A re-

sult of the great run there has been some crowded conditions 

on the tributaries. 

The good news is that an initiative is underway by the fish 

commission to modify the waterfall on Walnut Creek to allow 

steelhead to move upstream in greater numbers than is cur-

rently possible. This action will help spread out anglers better 

with added miles of steelhead opportunities. 

With those opportunities come other challenges. 

The time is now upon us to proactively study conditions along 

the entire Walnut watershed to reduce potential future prob-

lems. 

A walking survey of the Walnut Creek pathway should begin 

soon to find any other impediments to fish migration. Impedi-

ments to fishing activity should also be documented in terms 

of posted property and potential future postings due to prox-

imity to houses near the stream bed. 

The location to possible steelhead resting pools should be not-

ed along the entire length in conjunction with locations for 

existing and possible future parking. 

Now would be a good time to study possible conservation 

easements before the inrush of angler fishing and parking ac-

tivity complicates the situation further. 

Hopefully all of the impacted parties can be inspired to work 

together to ensure the new potential fishing opportunities are 

as fluid and efficient as possible to everyone’s satisfaction. 
 

Tight lines and Happy New Year! 

Marty and Rich        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PSA Board of Directors  

and Officers  
 
 Name                         Office    

 

    John Hall           President     

    Karl Weixlmann            Vice President           

    Chris Fatica                    Treasurer                

    Ryan Novatnack            Secretary                  
 

  Board Members 
 

     Dan Beck                Ariadne Capotis 
     Chris Larson          Roger Latimer         
     Marie Scalera        Frank Scicchitano 
     Skip Simmons        Sam Zacour  

Click on symbols to get to 

the Pennsylvania Steel-

head Associations Web 

page & Facebook page! 

Mike Hosack (PA Fish Commission Biologist) will be pre-
senting at the January 12th 
PSA meeting.  His presenta-
tion will provide a broad over-
view of the historic and cur-
rent status of our steelhead 
and brown trout tributary fish-
eries and how they are man-
aged. He will discuss hatchery 
rearing and stocking practices, 
fishery dependent and inde-
pendent assessments includ-
ing results to date, the conser-
vation easement program, and 
current management issues.   

We would like to introduce and welcome 

the following new members to our club: 

 Phil Fay  David Kukulka      

 Joe Pewdo  Jay Willow 

 Anthony Zummo 

From the Wall 

https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org/
https://www.facebook.com/tcfarrell
https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org/
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December meeting presenter Tom Fuhrman  
 

Editor’s note: Mr. Fuhrman was kind enough to give me his notes to report on his talk. This info is also available on 
the LERC website at: https://www.lakeerieregionconservancy.org/ , as well as the economic study "The Economic 

Value Of Protected Open Space In Erie County, Pennsylvania” at  http://mags.blob.core.windows.net/mags/LERC%

20Study.pdf   

 
Tom Fuhrman is a former Mayor of Lake City who served on several boards and 
committees dealing with Great Lakes water issues. He was a founder and the 
Executive Director of the Lake Erie Region Conservancy from 2001 till 2018 and 
is still currently a board member. Tom’s family owned lake front property in west 
Erie County between what was once Camp Sequoia Boy Scout Camp and what 
is now Erie Bluffs. The Boy Scout camp was sold to developers and he had an 
interest in conserving the lake front areas. He committed to prevent that hap-
pening at the Bluffs. 
When the Lake Erie Region Conservancy formed in 2000 to protect a chunk of 
land in Girard and Springfield townships, some thought it would be the group’s 
only project. “We were formed for the purpose of preserving what is now Erie 
Bluffs State Park,” said Tom Fuhrman, the conservancy’s president and execu-
tive director. When the Bluffs came to be in 2005, some thought that would be 
the end of the Lake Erie Region Conservancy. 
Now, 16 years and about 1,800 acres later, the nonprofit land trust is still pro-
moting cooperation between government agencies and the private sector to pro-
tect natural areas that exist in the Lake Erie region. 
LERC is a non-profit land trust that promotes cooperation between landowners, 
government agencies, educational institutions, the private sector and volunteers 
in an effort to protect and manage the Lake Erie region's natural resources. 
 
LERC strives to identify and carry out projects that promote land conservation, access to nature-based recreation, 
property stewardship, environmental education and sustainable development. Through the identification and imple-
mentation of various land conservation techniques LERC is able to preserve the ecological integrity of the Lake Erie 
region while meeting the needs of conservation oriented landowners.     
Tom told the PA Steelhead Association membership that the nonprofit is talking with several property owners about 
acquiring their land today, including the Dohler property on Twenty Mile Creek in Northeast. LERC connects property 
owners interested in selling or conserving their properties with funding sources that will aid in conservation and 
providing recreational use. 
Through efforts of the conservancy, which has obtained grants and raised funds totaling more than $16 million, near-
ly 2,000 acres in Erie County have remained undeveloped. 
A couple hundred of those stayed with the conservancy, Fuhrman said. The rest, such as the 587 acres that make 
up Erie Bluffs, has been turned over to a government agency like the state Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources, Game Commission, or Fish and Boat Commission. 
Fuhrman said private owners sometimes donate their land to the conservancy because they don’t want to develop it, 
but they also don’t want to pay taxes on it. As a nonprofit, the conservancy doesn’t pay taxes on the land. 
He said Erie Bluffs was LERC’s biggest acquisition. Most now are 30 to 50 acres. 
 
Listed below are some of LERC’s accomplishments:  

 
 LERC owned properties – 10 completed & recorded. 211.06 acres with a value of $1,299,736. Examples: 

 
-Wilkins Run Access, 17.79 acres 
-Lake City property, 32.53 acres 
-Water Street access area, 2.78 acres 
-Shannon Road property, 42.09 acres 
-Brabender Estate property, 16.5 acres 
-Fetzner property, .59 acres 
-East Side Forest, 4.4 acres 
-Jenks Property, 2.15 acres 
-West Road Access area, 46.62 acres       
             (continued next page) 

https://www.lakeerieregionconservancy.org/
http://mags.blob.core.windows.net/mags/LERC%20Study.pdf
http://mags.blob.core.windows.net/mags/LERC%20Study.pdf
https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org/
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Tom Fuhrman presentation continued from page 3 

 
LERC assisted acquisitions – 8 completed & recorded, 1 in progress. 1,334.24 acres with a value of 

$8,817,294. Examples: 
 
-Erie Bluffs State Park, approximately 600 acres 
-Veterans park Millcreek, 23 acres 
-Avonia Beach Park, 3.5 acres 
-Jenks property, 82.963 acres 
-Erie Golf Club, 175 acres      
-Coxon property, 112.623 acres 
-Colussi property, 85 acres 

      -Gilmore Farm property, 179.8 acres 
      -Asbury Woods, 51 acres 

 
LERC held conservation easements – 6 completed & recorded. 170.65 acres with a value of $2,239. 
Examples: 
 
-Allison property, 14.35 acres 
-Peck property, 25.17 acres 
-Morganti property, 6.976 net acres 

 -Laurel property, 11.51 acres 
 -Battles Farm property, 84.47 acres 
 -Lyons/Murawski property, 51.3 acres 
 
Total Acreage conserved = 1,715.89 (2.68 sq. miles) 
Total Value of conserved lands and waters = $12,356,695 
 
Includes: 
-2.6 miles of Lake Frontage 
-14.86 miles of streams 
 

Estimated annual economic benefit = $556 million 
$14.7 million in annual property and transfer tax revenue for local governments  
$149.6 million in costs avoided as a result of natural provision of environmental services  
$156 million in annual benefit for residents who recreate on protected open space  
$128 million in annually avoided medical and workers compensation costs as a result of recreation that 

takes place on protected open space  
$2.8 million in commodity sales from preserved working farmland  
$7 million in municipal park maintenance expenditures  
$18 million in tourism revenue  
$72.7 million in annual salaries  
$7.3 million in annual state and local taxes   

 PLUS  
 1,678 jobs created on or as a result of protected open space in Erie County  
$535 million added to Erie County housing stock value –$4,490  for every housing unit 
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Send us your Fish Photos! 

We would love to publish your Steelhead fishing photos in our monthly 

newsletter. Please send photos to:  info@pasteelhead.com with “Fish 

Pic for TightLines” in subject area! 
  

We are going to offer a PSA T-Shirt to the best “Fish Pic” by a PSA mem-

ber, (of your Steelhead catch this season). Our editorial staff will pick 

the winner out of all pictures sent this season from October 2021 

through January 2022! PSA Board members can have photos published, 

but are not eligible for the prize! 

 

 

Member Randy Zacour had a 

banner day Steelhead fishing 

upper Elk on December 10th, 

landing 6 nice fish. 

 

See next page for more pic-

tures! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More fish photos on following pages! 

 

 

 

Erie Gives  2021 was on  August  10th.  The PA Steelhead Association  received 
$509 from donors that day! 
Remember us on Erie Gives Day 2022. It will be on 8/9/2022, mark it as an im-
portant fundraiser for the club. Thank you! 



 6 

More member fish photos! 
Send us your Fish Photos! We would love to publish your Steelhead fishing photos in our monthly newsletter. Please send photos 

to: info@pasteelhead.com with “Fish Pic for TightLines” in subject area! We are going to offer a PSA T-Shirt to the best “Fish Pic” by 

a PSA member, (of your Steelhead catch this season). Our editorial staff will pick the winner out of all pictures sent in from October 

to January! Pictured below are some member pictures of the season.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Randy Zacour 

Even Santa goes fishing to relax after his busy Christmas season! 
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Above is a screenshot of one of the views you can get by 
clicking on the link above left from the live web camera at  

Avonia, Trout Run!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tim Weeks shows off Steelhead      Julie Szur shows Madison a nice Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
       Pete & Madison*    Tiffany London*             Steve & Madison* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     * Photos from Julie Szur                    Sam Zacour with a December Steelhead 
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Marty Grzasko recognized at December Membership Meeting  

 

Marty Grzasko was honored at the December 2021 membership meeting for his long and distinguished ser-
vice to the PA Steelhead Association. Marty served two terms covering 4 and half years as President. He 
was also VP for another year and served on the board of directors for numerous other terms.   Marty was 
an early member of the PSA and led many projects and cleanups along the way. 

When the club was teetering on the brink of dissolution, Marty stepped again to become the driving force 
of what has now become a vibrant and active organization that supports and lobbies for the Steelhead 
fishery.   

The PA Steelhead Association is proud to honor Marty and wishes to extend a great big THANK YOU  for all 
you have done! 

 

 

 

 

 

        Karl Weixlmann  
   presents Marty with 

award!  
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PA STEELHEAD ASSOCIATION 

 
 

Landowners Appreciation Fruit Basket Delivery 2021 
 

This Year’s Delivery 
On Saturday December 18, the PA Steel-
head Association once again teamed up 
with the Gem City Fly Tiers, S.O.N.S., NW 
Chapter of TU and 3-C-U to deliver Holiday 
Fruit Baskets to landowners who allow 
fishing access to the streams on their prop-
erty, as well as the owners of the land 
where raceways are located. This great 
program, which supports one of the core 
missions of the PSA,” encouraging private 
landowners to maintain public access for 
steelhead fishing”, has been a truly cooper-

ative effort among the local organizations keyed to Erie’s steelhead 
fishery. Over 90 baskets were delivered this year by 18 or so volun-
teers representing all the groups mentioned above. The baskets 
are purchased each year from Frank Sabol & Sons Farm market on 
Rte. 18 in Girard. The total cost of this is nearing $3000 a year and 
is funded by generous contributions from Gem City, SONS, TU and 
3CU, with the PSA picking up the lions share of the tab. 

Origins of the Tradition 
The whole idea started around 2005 when Jim Simonelli, JT Davis, 
Jim Sharpe and Jim Pfendler, 4 storied members of the local fishing 
community, had the idea to do something special for the landown-
ers near Baron Road in McKean.  To escape the crowds on lower 
Elk, the group had been fishing upper Elk a lot between Baron Road 
and Lamson Run. They thought it would be nice to thank the land-
owners, so each bought a fruit basket,    (Continued on next page) 

The purpose and objectives of the Association shall be to enhance and preserve the steelhead fish-

ery in Pennsylvania including: 

• improving public access for steelhead fishing,  

• encouraging private landowners to maintain public access for steelhead fishing, 

• implementing stream enhancement and habitat improvement projects for steelhead, and  

• assisting nonprofit organizations which operate nurseries for spawning or raising steel

 head, or which acquire land or access easements for steelhead fishing, or which engage in 

 activities which complement the purposes and activities of the PA Steelhead Association. 
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and they gave them to 4 landowners whose property they had been fishing on or through that year.  
Afterwards they kicked around ideas about how to get a regular program started to show appreciation to 
more landowners to encourage continued access.  They thought about trying to get someone to sponsor a 
basket for each landowner and by 2007 decided to approach the local clubs to donate a few hundred dol-
lars to build up the fund.  Jim Sharpe took the ball and became the de facto coordinator/prime-mover of 
the program at that point. Money was raised through fundraisers and raffles (like the annual fly rod raffle) 
and donations from a number of groups including Trout Unlimited, 3-C-U, Gem City Fly Tiers & Out-

doorsmen, S.O.N.S., and the PA Steelhead Association, as well as 
individuals. Sharpe also collected the names and addresses, com-
piled the maps, ordered the fruit baskets and gathered volunteers 
each year. Jim Sharpe, who was a friend to all who knew him, 
passed away unexpectedly in 2016. After Jim’s passing, the amazing 
Mike Felege stepped up to the plate and assumed the coordinating 
role since. All parties involved owe Mike a debt of gratitude for his 
great service. Both Jim Simonelli and Jim Pfendler are still involved, 
as had been JT Davis until he moved south in 2020. 

 
Future 

Although the project has come a long 
way since its inception 16 years ago, 
there’s always room for suggestions of 
new landowners to include. Fundrais-
ing suggestions and individual donations are wel-
come as are new volunteers to ensure the long 
term continuation of this great program. Contact 
the PSA by email at info@pasteelhead.com with 
suggestions or interest. 
 
Side Note: Some of those that volunteer to deliver 
the baskets have traditionally met for breakfast 
first at the Heartland Inn and Café on West Lake 
Road in Girard. Sadly, this year was the final year 
for this piece of the tradition, as Heartland has an-
nounced they will be closing at the end of this 
year. It’s safe to say they will be missed. PSA Board member Skip Simmons greets landowner with a Fruit 

Basket during the Landowner Appreciation deliveries. 

mailto:info@pasteelhead.com
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Letter From the President continued from page 1: 

 

especially children, helping them play and land a Steelhead is a real pleasure.” Chris Larson seconds Roger’s comment 

with gratitude “for the many friendships that I have developed through the PA Steelhead Association over the past 

year.  A great and dynamic group of people with a passion for fishing.” 

Ari Capotis is “thankful for the opportunity to serve on the board as a young female; you all have taught me so much.” I 

know I speak for the entire board when I say we are all thankful to have Ari with us. Her energy is contagious. 

We all have family members (maybe a spouse) and friends who not only tolerate our passion for steelhead fishing but 

may even join in on it. Karl Weixlmann, our VP and  director with the most skin in the Steelhead game by far, directs his 

gratitude where it counts most, “First to Lisa (his wife) who never complained or told me to get a “real job”, when I start-

ed my career as fly fishing guide and author. As of late, to Kyle and Katrina for making us Grandparents. And as always, to 

all the people and friends who have and continue to support me through the seasons as their guide of choice.”  

Finally, Sam Zacour, our unparalleled newsletter editor has an even more personal take on the fall run. “I am grateful that 

even though I have been diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease, I have been healthy enough to get out on the water and do 

the thing I love – fly fish for Steelhead – at least 15 times this year!” 

OUTLOOK 
Turning our focus to the future, the Board has an array of ambitions and hopes for the year ahead. But first and foremost, 

as Chris Larson puts it, “My wish for 2022 is that COVID-19 is no longer a constant threat. “ We all feel the same. 

My wish for 2022 for the PSA is that we can significantly expand our membership numbers by adding more tangible value 

to the membership itself and continually focusing on, reinforcing and achieving the purposes of the PSA. To that end, we 

will, as a reminder be continually listing the mission of the PSA as stated in our bylaws, wherever possible. 

Our directors express similar hopes with some very specific suggestions. 

Chris Fatica: My wish for 2022 is to support getting 3CU back to the level of production and maintenance it was 

experiencing under the leadership of Bob Hetz.  It would be great for the fishery and would further our gratitude 

for all of Bob’s efforts over the years. And, Skip Simmons seconds that wish with his hope for “Expansion of PSA’s 

involvement with 3CU.” 

Frank Scicchitano: My thoughts as I look ahead. To bring more exposure not only to the local community, but to 

our state and elsewhere. We have a great story to tell, especially after this year. I believe we need to broadcast 

the good works that we do and tie it into a program that will entice people to join or support. 

Roger Latimer: In the coming year it would be great to see the PSA get involved in community activities which 

would give our association more exposure and hopefully more active members. 

Ari Capotis: My one wish for the year ahead is that the PSA offers a Women's Intro to Steelhead Fishing (spin or 

fly) with Linked By Pink (a local 501(c)(3) non-profit organization consisting of Erie area survivors diagnosed with 

breast cancer before the age of 45.) 

Sam Zacour: My wish for the year ahead is that all the new recreational fly fishermen we picked up during the 

pandemic will see the value in joining organizations like ours to help lobby to improve the fishery (and learn prop-

er techniques and etiquette)! 

Karl Weixlmann, the newest grandparent on the board wishes “To live long enough to experience (grandson) 

Wade’s first buck kill or steelhead catch.” We all second that motion!  

In summary, we have a lot to look forward to in 2022. This group, which God willing, stays together for a long time, has 

tons of focus, dedication and energy. Many of these wishes will be fine-tuned and incorporated into our plans in the year 

ahead. I encourage and welcome every member of the PA Steelhead Association to raise your hands and get involved as 

these initiatives come to the table. And bring friends! 

 

Tight lines always, 

John Hall 

President – PA Steelhead Association 

 

Happy  New Year!  An Optimist stays up to see the new year in. A Pessimist stays up to make sure 
the old Year leaves.  (Sent in by member Rich Sherwin) 
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Avonia Beach Live Camera Feed is on! 

 
The Pennsylvania Steelhead Association has worked 
together with SONS of Erie, FishUSA and the Fairview 
Township to install a camera at the mouth of Trout 
Run. It is now operational and has gone live! 

We have committed to 1/3 of the cost of the camera 
and installation. The cost for the cable service will be 
split four ways with SONS, Fish USA, Fairview Town-
ship and us paying the bill. The cable bill will invoiced 
once yearly. 

Fish USA will be the host platform for the application. 
The Avonia Beach Live Camera Feed is a great way for ar-
ea anglers to keep tabs on current water and weather con-
ditions at the foot of Avonia Road in Fairview, PA. This live 
feed is sponsored by the PA Steelhead Association, Fair-
view Township, the SONS of Lake Erie, and FishUSA. 

https://www.fishusa.com/avonia-webcam  

  

 

Avonia Beach Live Camera  viewing reports for November 2021: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

3 Month Summary 

 

Monthly Meetings are now being held indoors again at the Millcreek Legion. Due to the continuing 

effects of Covid all members are encouraged to wear mask regardless of vaccine status. Mask can 

be supplied for those who don’t have them with them! 
 

Next meeting is January 12th at 7:30PM. 

Above is a screenshot of one of the views you can get by 

clicking on the link to the left from the live web camera at  

Avonia, Trout Run! 

Total Viewers: 67,295 

Unique Viewers: 32,210 

Bandwidth Usage: 2.07 TB used of 2000 GB (100%) 

Average Viewing Time: 0 hours, 5 minutes, 50 seconds 

Total Viewing Time: 6554 hours, 28 minutes, 53 seconds 

MONTH: November 2021 October 2021 September 2021 

Total Viewers: 67,295 109,574 26,565 

Unique Viewers: 32,210 44,694 11,296 

Average Viewing Time: 0 hrs, 5 mins, 50 secs 0 hrs, 5 mins, 56 secs 0 hours, 5 mins, 37 secs 

Total Viewing Time: 6554 hrs, 28 mins, 53 secs 10850 hrs, 13 mins, 19 secs 2492 hours, 28 mins, 40 secs 

    

https://www.fishusa.com/avonia-webcam
https://www.fishusa.com/avonia-webcam
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The PA Steelhead Association has always supported the efforts of 3-C-U. It is now more im-

portant than ever to support them as they transition away from Bob Hetz doing yeoman's 

work due to health reasons. Volunteer, buy a button, get involved! 
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FISH SURVEY UPDATE, in last month’s newsletter it was titled, “Angler Creel Sur-

vey: Are We Stocking Effectively”: 

Members, we have adjusted the name of our survey. The Steelhead Angler Feedback 

Survey is a more appropriate name. You can find the link to access the Steelhead An-

gler Feedback Survey on the PA Steelhead Association Facebook page. The survey 

link is also located on our website below the Avonia Beach Camera link. Please com-

plete an Angler Feedback Survey each time you fish for Steelhead! We hope to col-

lect boots-on-the-ground information from every avid Steelhead angler in Erie Coun-

ty. Our survey is open to the public! Thank you to the board and the Committee: 

Chris Larson, Roger Latimer, Ryan Novatnack, and Ariadne Capotis. These members 

delivered Steelhead Angler Feedback Survey pamphlets to all of our local bait & 

tackle shops. We have conveniently attached the pamphlet in this newsletter. You can 

scan the QR code with your phone, click the box that drops down, and you are in the 

survey. We are not searching for your secret fishing spots—we want to study if the 

fish are being stocked where people are fishing. To further improve upon our results 

(approximately 275 legitimate survey submissions) we will perform limited in-

person interviews of Presque Isle Bay Area anglers throughout the regular season. 

Again, we simply ask the creek/general location where you are in search of Steel-

head. Is Pennsylvania effectively stocking a million Steelhead annually? This is our 

very first iteration of an electronic feedback survey for Steelhead in Erie County. 

Please help us improve and enhance this great fishery! If you have any questions or 

concerns kindly email pasteelheadassociation@gmail.com That is the email account 

tied to the Google Survey that is our Steelhead Angler Feedback Survey. SURVEY 

LINK: https://forms.gle/bE3qXMi28PWiAi3W7 

 

 

 

 

 

You know how I keep the link handy? I 

highlighted and copied the above link and 

pasted it on my Facebook wall. I then 

“pinned” it on my wall. In lieu of two extra 

clicks to get to the PSA Facebook, I just 

click into the app and click my own link.  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pasteelheadassociation@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/bE3qXMi28PWiAi3W7
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STATS FROM THE SUPER COOL SURVEY . . . 
Top 5 performing zip codes: 

16506 with 26 submissions 

16411 with 22 submissions 

16415 with 17 submissions 

16417 with 17 submissions 

16508 with 15 submissions 

This tells us anglers in those zip codes fish a substantial amount. Most of the submissions 

are from locals and most likely they are members; thank you for your dedication. Our sur-

vey is open to the public. If you love Steelhead fishing this survey is for your future bene-

fit. Please utilize our PSA business cards if wish to tell an angler near you about our sur-

vey—the more submissions the better. Additionally, I would like to thank Bob & Deb 

Smith for submitting their email address with their survey—you are the lucky November 

winners of a logoed PSA T-shirt and Baseball Cap! The more times you fish and submit a 

survey with your email address the more likely you are to win some PSA merchandise.  

Wading anglers made up the majority of responses. 226 total submissions indicating 

they were wading in the creek. 37 submissions anglers were fishing from shore. 10 

submissions anglers fished from a pier/jetty. Also, the lower wall of Walnut Creek I would 

indicate as a pier/jetty. If this is controversial, please email pasteelheadassocia-

tion@gmail.com  

Question 11 of 14: Based on the size and number of fish you caught, would you rate 

your fishing success today as good, moderate, or poor? 

Good, 129 responses 

Moderate, 82 responses 

Poor, 66 

 

Thank you! More data will be shared in the following newslet-
ter. Tight lines!  

Survey Pamphlet on next page! 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pasteelheadassociation@gmail.com
mailto:pasteelheadassociation@gmail.com
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Editor’s note: Please keep up submissions to the survey whether you catch fish or not. 

Please only report sessions from this season! We have around 300 submissions so far! 
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News Release: 12.10.2021 from the PA Steelhead Association 
 

PSA Memberships Change to 12 Month; New Membership Levels Added for 2022 

 
The Directors of the PA Steelhead Association announce the following changes to membership year, mem-

bership levels, and membership rates. In 2022 the PSA is planning a major effort to expand our membership 

and the changes described below should clarify and support the value of PSA membership for all. 

Membership Year to be Full 12 Months not Calendar Year. Effective immediately all new memberships and 

renewals will be a full 12 months from date of enrollment or renewal. Future renewal notices will be timed 

according to actual membership dates not the calendar year. We have already begun processing new mem-

bers and recent renewals on this basis. 

Individual Membership rate to increase.  New rate of $20 per year is effective January 1, 2022. This will 

affect new individual memberships and renewals not received before January. Active current memberships 

will not be affected until member’s next renewal date. New discounted membership levels (see below) will 

offset this increase for many current members. This may be the first increase in the 25 years of the PA Steel-

head Association.  

New PSA Membership Levels for Seniors, Students and Military Personnel (Active and Veterans) 

Senior Members (age 65 and older) will be at $15 annual membership basis, a 25% discount from the 

new Individual Membership level.  

Military Memberships will be offered to active-duty personnel and veterans of the military. Military 

memberships will be at $15 annual membership basis, a 25% discount from the new Individual Mem-

bership level. 

Student Memberships for individuals aged 13 and up with current student ID (any level). Student mem-

berships will be $10 per year, 50% below the Individual Membership rate. 

Family Membership Level expanded to include spouse and all children under 13 years in the same house-

hold. Family memberships will be $25 per year.  

Junior Memberships will be discontinued. Upon review we discovered several inconsistencies in both the 

Junior and Family membership levels. The newly defined Family Membership should be more attractive to all. 

Current Junior members (both of them!) will be converted to Student Membership in this transition. 

Business Membership will remain at $50 per year. With the benefits including ads in “Tight Lines”, the PSA 

monthly newsletter, and linked ads on the PSA website pasteelhead.com, this membership level represents 

incredible value to our existing and future business members.  

 

The PA Steelhead Association is in the early stages of starting the huge task of 

consolidating old digital documents! 

If you were actively involved in the past and have copies of digital documents 

and could share them, please let us know by sending an email to:  

info@pasteelhead.com, with “Old PSA documents” in the subject line! 

Thanks for your consideration of this as it will be a lot of work to organize. 

mailto:info@pasteelhead.com
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The Driving Forces of Nature 

Want to get your young kids or grandkids off the computer or video game console. 
Take them to Avonia Park at the mouth of Trout Run when the Steelhead are trying 

to make their run upstream to spawn! It is mother nature at her best! 

 

 

Most photos below by Sam Zacour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo on right was taken 

By 4 year old Jordy  

Zacour with his grand- 

mothers Google Pixel 4a 

 smart phone. 
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Please pass along 

this Membership 

application to any 

interested Steel-

head fishermen 

that may be inter-

ested in joining our 

PA Steelhead Asso-

ciation! 
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Refining My Fly Choices 
 

Last winter I emailed one of the guys who got me started on this crazy journey of fly tying and fly fishing – Steve Brugger. 

Steve used to own and operate the Erie Ultimate Angler fly shop on 12th Street in Erie, Pa. I went to every free seminar and 

fly tying session I could get to there and soaked up as much info as I could from Steve and his knowledgeable staff. Guys like 

Don Tammaro, JT Davis, Jim Simonelli, among others were eager to help pass their interest and love for everything fly fish-

ing. I learned to like and respect the knowledge I could gleam from them all. So, when I was looking for contributors to write 

for TightLines, Steve Brugger was at the top of the list. He responded to my email request with an article entitled “A Simple 

Approach”. The article made so much sense that I have been thinking about it ever since. The quick synopsis is to carry less 

flies, but your most effective ones. Below is the intro to the article (used in the February 2021 TightLines digital newsletter). 

 

“Over the years I have had the good fortune to fish with a lot of great anglers.  When I look at the time I spent 
with them, one common thread emerges.  The most efficient anglers I know all follow the K.I.S.S. rule when it 
comes to flies.  I have spent a lifetime on the water fighting this concept and I have to say it has recently come to 
my attention that at some point I gave in and now follow it as well.   

When I started fly fishing I did that same thing that many beginning anglers do.  I collected so many flies that it 
would make your head spin.  I started to tie my own flies and soon my collection grew to hoarder levels.  This 
caused many headaches for me both on and off the water.  The thing was, I didn’t know enough to be able to 
refine my fly collection.   

I write of problems with too many flies and some may wonder, how is this bad?  Well, let me tell you!  For every 
fly I buy, tie or barter for that’s one less slot for a proven producer in my box.  I am pretty sure that I am not alone 
in seeing a new fly and thinking “This is going to be the one!  Fish won’t be able to refuse this.”  I have thought 
that about a lot of flies in the past.  A few times, they were great patterns and I caught many fish on them.  They 
made it into my permanent rotation.  Most were duds.  Which I hung on to.  And put in a pile.  Which sits in a 
Rubbermaid tote.  In my basement.  Using up space in fly boxes that will never see the light of day again.  Rusting 
and disintegrating.” 

Steve also mentioned the time it takes to choose a fly when the choices are too plentiful, and the knowledge about which fly 
works in each water condition that is gained by constant use and familiarity. Soooo, I embarked on a mission to figure out 
what my top Steelhead catching flies were. To do that I got out my Cooperative Angler Log books from the last 9 years and 
charted every fish caught and what fly caught it. (My earlier log books were not always very detailed and often omitted the 
fly used – back then I seemed more worried about the length of the fish). So this list is not all encompassing or complete.  

However, I charted 359 caught Steelhead. I did not count suckers or Browns caught when Steel-
head fishing. My number 1 Steelhead catching fly was by far Karl Weixlmann’s “Three Loop Pink 
Lady”. I landed 78 Steelhead on a Pink Lady, and I did not even use them the first couple years. So 
I’d say that’s my confidence fly.  What does that mean? It is a fly I believe in. I have confidence 
when I fish them that they will catch fish. So I fish better with more focus and concentrate on 
getting the best drift. I don’t fish it half hoping, I expect a fish to take this fly. These are the flies we 
should use the great majority of the time. So why not fill our boxes with these flies? 

Number 2 on my Steelhead catching list was the Blood Dot pattern in the style of Jeff Blood’s. I 
caught 31 Steelhead on this fly which is similar to the Pink Lady. So together these two caught al-
most a third of my fish. Why am I not using them even more? 

Number 3 on the list is another Karl Weixlmann fly the Little Precious emerald shiner minnow 
imitation. The best thing about all these flies is they use minimal materials and are fairly easy to tie! 
Why spend hours on flies that could end up on the bottom or in a tree after a cast or two, when 
these are the most effective anyway? 

Number 4 is the Black Stonefly. This one is a bit more complicated, because I have at least 5 black 
stonefly patterns I use and in my log I don’t get any more specific than “Black Stonefly”. But they 
are all basic and on the small side.  

       (Continued on next page) 
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Number 5 is your basic Sucker Spawn, usually in various shades of yellow. 

 

 

 

 

Number 6 is the venerable Wooly Bugger, most often in olive! 

 

 

 

The second tier includes the Glo Bug, the Copper John, White Flash Fly or Crystal Bugger, the 
White Zonker, the Pheasant Tail and a type of fly I will group together and call “Hot Spot” flies (examples are Jaspers 
Tooth Decay, Iron Lotus, and the Frenchie). 

There you go a Baker’s dozen of fly types that cover most situations and can all fit in a box or two. As soon as I fill the 
new fly box I just got with these flies I am going to limit myself to no more than two boxes when I leave the car. I will 
probably have anxiety and withdraw symptoms of the fly addict I have become. But I am determined to go “cold tur-
key”!  ~  
 

Summary 

Rank Name    # Caught out of 359 fish charted (% - rounded up)) 

1. Three Loop Pink Lady   78 (22%) 

2. Blood’s Blood Dot     31 (9%)  

3. Little Precious    29 (8%) 

4. Black Stonefly     23 (6%)    

5. Sucker Spawn    18 (5%) 

6. Wooly Bugger    17 (5%) 

                           Subtotal 196 (55%) 

2nd Tier flies 

7.   Glo Bug      15 (4%) 

8    Copper John      15 (4%) 

9.   Flash Fly or Crystal bugger    14 (4%) 

10. Pheasant Tail    13 (4%) 

11. White Zonker    12 (3%) 

12. Tooth Decay (hot spot fly)    12 (3%) 

                    Subtotal 81 (23%) 

                 Grand total of both groups 277 (77%)  

   

Well, there you have it the flies that I caught over ¾ of the Steel-
head I netted. Pictured on the right is my new refined small fly box, I 
am sure I will end up tying a larger version at some point. But as you 
can see I have all my top confidence flies, plus a one or two each from 
the second tier group (mostly hidden under the Little Precious and 
Wooly Bugger tails)!         

S Zacour 
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Featured Fly 
From the “Fly by Night Guy”  
 

“Three Loop Pink Lady”  

 
The Featured Fly column has now been published in the last 75 issues of the TightLines newsletter. 
We covered 79 flies in that time, more than enough flies for any type of Steelhead fishing or condi-
tions anyone could come across when using traditional flies. So instead of searching for a new or 
different fly, this year I am going to republish and update the flies featured in this month’s article on 
“Refining my Fly Choices” (page 20-21). These are the flies I have caught over ¾ of the Steelhead I 
netted over the last 9 or 10 years! 
Today, we will start with my # 1 Steelhead catching fly – the Three Loop Pink Lady. 
One of a Steelhead’s primary foods are eggs. Depending on where you fish they might be Salmon 
eggs, Sucker eggs, Trout eggs, Carp eggs or their own kind, Steelhead eggs. There is almost a “match 
the hatch” type of approach to figuring out which of the various fly patterns and color combinations 

to use when fishing egg patterns to Steelhead. Because of the varying water conditions and what type of fish are residents in the area; 
the more you experiment the more likely you are to key in on what the fish are looking for. Eggs that have been floating in the water 
a while become washed out with less color. Therefore in very clear water it helps to use lighter colors and tie them sparsely so they 
are almost translucent. In darker stained water, bigger and brighter might be necessary to attract the fish. Some anglers tie on one 
big, bright fly to attract the fish and use a more realistic pattern to get them to bite. 
 
Egg flies are popular because they are easy to tie, fairly cheap to buy, and 

often very effective. There are so many Egg patterns variations out there 

that if you go to the internet Google search “egg fly patterns for Steelhead” 

you get over 6,780,000 hits. When I first wrote the Feature Fly column on 

Egg Patterns in November of 2013 the total of hits was 30,300. That tells us 

a little about the proliferation of info on the internet about fly tying and fly 

fishing. It also speaks to the popularity of Egg patterns. I don’t know about 

you but I would rather spend a half an hour tying up a dozen simple but ef-

fective flies and go fishing, than try to wade through and read hundreds of 

those articles on egg flies. So to save you some time and effort I have cho-

sen a proven winner that catches fish. Karl Weixlmann’s the “Three Loop 

Pink Lady” fly pattern. This pattern is more of the sucker spawn variety of 

egg pattern tied with Glo bug yarn. This color combination of pink lady 

yarn and chartreuse thread has proven extremely effective for steel-

head.  This pattern imitates a small cluster of eggs drifting in the cur-

rent.  This fly does not however directly imitate sucker eggs (suckers spawn 

in May) but most likely steelhead or trout eggs.  Because of this flies sub-

dued colors, I like this fly for low water steelhead.   

 

Fly Type: Eggs are usually fished as like nymph, dead dr ifted in a tandem r ing with another  egg pattern of different size and 
color, or behind a heavy bead head nymph. 

Target Species: Steelhead, Trout, Bass, Pan fish  
Recommended Region: Anywhere in streams, still lakes, ponds, etc. 
Imitation: The eggs of the native or  resident fish  
 
Material List for Pink Lady:  

 

Hook:  size 10-16, short shank , strong or heavy wire scud hook such as a TMC 2457 or Daiichi  models 
1150 or 1120, 
Thread: uni-thread Chartreuse 6/0 (or other contrasting colors to imitate a yolk) 
Tail: Two to Four  strands of pear l Krystal flash  
 Body: Two 3 or  4 inch strands of pink lady Glo-bug yarn (split the yarn about a fourth of its thickness). 
Karl Weixlmann suggest using the sections of yarn that have the most orange in them. 
       

 
Tying Instructions: 

 

1. Prepare two strands of yarn by splitting the yarn about a fourth of its thickness.   

 

 

http://www.flytyingforum.com/index.php?act=flysearch&target=Steelhead
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2.    With your scud hook in your vise, take attach your thread and wrap back to the tie in 

point at the bend of the hook. 

 

           

          

3.    Take 4 strands of Pearl Krystal flash and tie them in for the tail.  Trim them so they 

extend past the tie in point the same length as the hook shank. 

 

         

4.    Advance the thread slightly toward the eye, then while using a slight twist of the two 

strands of yarn you prepared earlier tie them in. Trim off any excess and tie down the 

butt end with thread wraps so all you see is chartreuse. 

 

5.    Advance your thread about a 1/8th in.  Take the yarn strands in one hand and bring 

them forward to the hook eye giving each strand a slight twist.  Form a small loop 

with the yarn and secure with your thread. 

 

 

6.   Advance your thread again so it is about 2/3rd the way up the shank.  Take the Glo bug 

yarn again and form a second loop.  Tie down.   

 

         

7.   Form a third loop in the yarn to make the last egg.  Secure with thread and build a 

head. 

 
                    
 
 
 
 
     8.   Cut off excess yarn, whip finish, cut the thread and add a touch of glue.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              A wet 3 Loop Pink Lady           Orange thread Pink Lady  
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Artistic Fly Tying 

www.artisticflytying.com 

 

 

 

 
 

My Passion for tying the classic   

Atlantic Salmon Fly.    Thomas Herr 

P. O. Box 29577  

  Parma, OH 

44129 

www.ohiosteelheaders.com 

http://www.follysend.com/flystore.html 

Save Our Native Species Inc. 
S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie Fishing Club 

(A 501 C (3) not for profit organization) 
 

Mail: PO Box 3605 

Erie, Pennsylvania 16508 

http://sonsoflakeerie.org/ 

Phone/Fax: 814-453-2270 

Email: sonslakeri@aol.com  

Fish Man  

Guide Services 

814-392-7856 
jbfish1@comcast.net 

 

A Founding Father of  

the PA Steelhead Association 

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS!  Click on links below to visit their site. 

Brett Staley: I’m a PA licensed guide (# 1052) with a passion for teach-
ing others. I specialize in all your lake run species targeting Steelhead 
and Brown trout in - PA - OHIO - and NEW YORK. With 25 years experi-
ence let me help you land that fish of a lifetime . 

EASY RISERS GANG 
http://Www.easyrisersgang.com/ 

 

(724) 263-9252 
 

Email: mad84angler@aol.com 
 

Facebook page:  
 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=easy%20risers%
20gang 

 
 

FishUSA Regular Customer Service Hours:  
 

Monday - Friday: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm ET 
 

Saturday : 9:00 am - 4:00 pm ET;  Sunday: Closed 
 

Website:  https://www.fishusa.com/  Phone: 800-922-1219 

Dailey Supply 
1524 French St 
Erie, PA  16501 
(814) 833-7227 

 Lifting solutions 

 Moving & Material 

handling  

 Storage             

(814) 833-7227  
http://www.daileysupply.com 

Contact a Sales Rep:      
Jeff@DaileySupply.com 
Mike@DaileySupply.com 

Fly Fishing Instruction 

Gary Kell The Fly Fishing Coach 

https://www.facebook.com/

theflyfishingcoach/ 

 

Fly Fishing Instructor and Orvis Endorsed.  
Our focus is to provide a quality fishing 
 experience that exceeds the angler's  
expectations, to customize trips for all  
levels of anglers, and to share our love  
and appreciation for the beautiful  
watersheds of Central PA and the Erie Tributaries.   
#www.flyfishingjulieszur.com  

https://www.facebook.com/julie.szur  

flyfishjulie@gmail.com  

 Julie Szur 

Phone: 814-706-2506  

On Stream Instruction, 
Private Lessons, 
Fly Fishing Schools & Clin-
ics.  

Located in Warren, PA. 

The gateway to the Penn-

sylvania Wilds &  

the Allegheny National For-

est. 

http://www.ohiosteelheaders.com
http://www.follysend.com/flystore.html
http://sonsoflakeerie.org/
mailto:jbfish1@comcast.net
http://Www.easyrisersgang.com/
mailto:mad84angler@aol.com
https://www.fishusa.com/
mailto:Jeff@DaileySupply.com
mailto:Mike@DaileySupply.com
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach/
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach/
http://www.flyfishingjulieszur.com/?fbclid=IwAR1Y-qysNCOjXZ9-FljQ6XKn_FBfGzoVuzICkDwG-rH28oIJ3s_-n8UVfGE
https://www.facebook.com/julie.szur
mailto:julieaszur@gmail.com
tel:814-706-2506

