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A Not For Profit  501(C)3 Corporation 
 

PO Box 8892 Erie, PA 16505 
www.pasteelhead.com 
info@pasteelhead.com 

Meetings 

The PA Steelhead Association  typically holds meet-
ings each month except May, June, and July at 7:00 
PM on the second Wednesday of the month .  Meet-
ings are held  at the American Legion Post 773.   The 
Legion is located at 4109 West 12th Street  (State 
Route 5), just east of the Erie Airport.  Meetings are 
now starting at 7:30PM. 
We meet in the banquet room to the left when you 
walk in. We encourage members and the public alike 
to attend and share their views and opinions. Meet-
ings focus on items pertaining to the mission of the 
club, fundraising events, and local public and political 
issues affection our fisheries. The PFBC is often repre-
sented at our meetings for reports and questions. 
To all of our new members, welcome! 
The Monthly in person Membership 
Meeting on Weds. March 9th, 2022 is being 
supplemented with Zoom capabilities as 
well, if we can pull it off. An email blast will 
announce details. See link in box below! 

The views expressed by the authors 
of articles contained in this news-
letter are not necessarily the view of 
the PA. Steelhead Association. 
  Edited by S. Zacour 

A PUBLICATION OF THE PA STEELHEAD ASSOCIATION 

 

March 2022 

Topic: PSA General Membership Meet-
ing - March 2022 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/81084538949?
pwd=anRZMG1GQkE3Y092SWZmU
zRkQlQvUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 810 8453 8949 
Passcode: 257378 

A Letter from the President  
 

Greetings to all, 
 

Winter is creeping along and last week’s thaw has everybody itching for spring fishing. 

We know better than to think we’re out of the woods, but optimistic enough to know 

that there’s better fishing ahead. 

In February we held back from holding the general meeting in-person due to the COVID 

situation and instead the meeting was held on February 9 via Zoom for the first time. 

We were very encouraged by the turnout of nearly 40 including directors.  Although we 

had a few bugs to iron out, things seemed petty smooth. Going forward we plan to use 

Zoom for general meetings even when we have them in-person. Hopefully this will allow 

members to attend even if they can’t show up in person.  

The March 9 meeting will be held in-person at the American Legion, but we will also try 

and stream it via zoom to members who can’t attend. An eblast will be sent soon with 

details on that. 

March means… Annual Elections of Directors and Officers 
As prescribed in our Bylaws, the March General Meeting is when the Annual Elections of 

Directors and Officers is held. Nominations for board seats and officers were asked for 

at the February General Meeting and will be accepted up to the election itself at the 

March meeting.   

Currently, we have 8 general directors and 4 officers.  The director terms are 2 years 

each and are staggered so 4 terms expire each year. The director’s terms for Frank Scic-

chitano , Skip Simmons, Sam Zacour and Roger Latimer expire this year. Frank has decid-

ed not to seek another term. Skip, Sam and Roger are willing to continue if nominated 

and re-elected. Officers terms are one year and all must be voted on in march as well. 

The following nominations were made at the February meeting.  
John Hall for President – Nominated by Sam Zacour. Nomination accepted. 
Marty Grzasko for V.P. – Nominated by William Ubake. Nomination respectfully 

declined.  
Chris Larson for V.P. – Nominated by Skip Simmons. Nomination accepted. 
Chris Fatica for Treasurer – Nominated by Sam Zacour. Nomination accepted. 
Ryan Novatnack for Secretary – Nominated by Chris Larson. Nomination accepted. 

I do hereby nominate Skip Simmons, Sam Zacour and Roger Latimer for another term as 
directors. 
We would like to encourage additional nominations. Prior to the March meeting nomi-
nations may be submitted by email to directors@pasteelhead.com with the subject 
2022 NOMINATION. You may make multiple nominations in the same email. We will 
ask once more at the meeting and will accept voice nominations from the floor, whether 
in person or via Zoom.  
We will then hold the election itself during the meeting and will ask for a show of hands 
or a voice vote from members present in person or via Zoom. (Cont. top of page 5) 

https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org/
https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org
mailto:info@pasteelhead.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81084538949?pwd=anRZMG1GQkE3Y092SWZmUzRkQlQvUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81084538949?pwd=anRZMG1GQkE3Y092SWZmUzRkQlQvUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81084538949?pwd=anRZMG1GQkE3Y092SWZmUzRkQlQvUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81084538949?pwd=anRZMG1GQkE3Y092SWZmUzRkQlQvUT09
mailto:directors@pasteelhead.com
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New Erie County WCO’s & Region offices Contact Info: 
 

Sgt. Jim Smolko: 814-572-0078 
 

Tyler Soety 
Eastern Erie 814-722-8643 
 

Matt Visosky 
Central Erie 814-573-3638 
 

Dan Nietupski 
Western Erie 814-722-0247 
 

Walnut Creek Access 

814-833-2464 
(Note: The Walnut Creek office is the best # to call to report  

poachers since they know who is working and where.) 
 

NW Regional Office: 814-337-0444 

March 9th Meeting Presenter - Jeff Blood 

Fly Fisher/Fly Tier 
 

Jeff Blood has fly fished around the world for fresh and saltwa-

ter fish for over 40 years. He focuses on Great Lakes Steelhead, 

mostly in the tributaries of Lake Erie, near where he grew up. 

Aside from owning a sales and marketing company designing 

promotions and incentive programs for corporate America, 

Jeff was a part owner of a local fly shop for about 10 years in 

Pittsburgh, PA. He developed Frog Hair tippet and leader ma-

terial in conjunction with Gamma Technologies during the late 

1990s and early 2000 that has given him insights into the 

methods for research and technology development as applied 

to consumer product manufacturing in the fishing industry.  

Jeff is also the creator of the popular egg imitation called the 

Blood Dot. Jeff’s presentation will center on the History of 

Great Lakes Steelheading! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PSA Board of Directors  

and Officers  
 
 Name                         Office    

 

    John Hall           President     

    Karl Weixlmann            Vice President           

    Chris Fatica                    Treasurer                

    Ryan Novatnack            Secretary                  
 

  Board Members 
 

     Dan Beck                 Ariadne Capotis 
     Chris Larson           Roger Latimer         
     Marie Scalera        Skip Simmons         
     Sam Zacour  

Click on symbols to get to 

the Pennsylvania Steel-

head Associations Web 

page & Facebook page! 

Our February speaker, Karl Weixlmann, gave an 

interesting presentation on 

“Adjusting to Water Conditions 

Throughout the Seasons.” His 

presentation included Power-

Point slides that that were dis-

played in the Zoom format. He 

also answered question form 

those in attendance on line. 
 

 

 

We would like to introduce and welcome 

the following new members to our club: 
  

 Jack Bock  Chip Hutchings 

 Craig Larson Kurt Larson 

 Ryan Larson John Tautin  

 Kory Van Tassel Robert Yandrick 

https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org/
https://www.facebook.com/tcfarrell
https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org/
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Steelhead Fishing Survey: March Update 

 
Happy March! From late January through approximately the second 

week in February we experienced a rather deep freeze—ice fishing season 

arrived in rapid fashion. Due to this, there were not a significant number of 

surveys submitted. Additionally, Chris Larson took this brief respite in fish-

ing to make some needed formatting changes on the survey; thank you Chris! These adjustments in-

cluded the addition of questions and changes in the ordering. One meaningful change is that we are 

now asking for your email address in order to complete a survey. If you have any concerns or 

questions, or need help completing the survey, please email pasteelheadassociation@gmail.com; we 

will respond promptly. An enormous positive of collecting your emails is that you can now request 

that your survey answers be emailed to you! That means, in the comments and suggestions sec-

tion you can input: water conditions, temperature, hot patterns, and what you need to do better next 

time. You may then check a box to have your survey answers emailed to you. Bam! Now you can 

create an electronic Steelhead/Brown Trout Journal in your email.  

 We have also begun to ask your age range and gender. The aforementioned demographics will 

inform us on where to advertise and recruit to fill any possible data gaps. We hope to have a compre-

hensive sampling of the fishery from all manner of people that partake in Steelhead fishing. The Sur-

vey Committee is looking for ideas regarding where to put signage advertising the Steelhead Survey. 

Earlier in the Steelhead season, Chris Larson, Roger Latimer, Ryan Novatnack, and I traveled to the 

area bait and tackle shops to hand out flyers of the survey. The Survey Committee has an advertising 

budget approved to create and install signage at access points. If you own proper ty along any 

of the Erie County streams and would be willing for us to post a tasteful sign, please contact pasteel-

headassociation@gmail.com or say something to one of us so we can call you! Ideally, we will erect 

a sign at each of the 16 area access points listed on the survey.  

 Last, but certainly not least, this is a call to arms for survey submissions! If you post your 

catches on Facebook, please copy the survey link from the PA Steelhead Association page and post 

that with your fish picture. If you enjoy chatting to fishing colleagues on the stream, please bring up 

our survey. We truly want to enhance and improve the fishery and the best way to do that is to know 

what needs attention.  

 

Thank you & tight lines! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pasteelheadassociation@gmail.com
mailto:pasteelheadassociation@gmail.com
mailto:pasteelheadassociation@gmail.com
https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKLmo_JC_9iTpabsOfHIzSkdXGaEOVWaAFW-Xqume1Lo2kww/viewform
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Thank You Frank Scicchitano 
It is with great regret the PA Steelhead Association board of directors accepted Frank Scicchi-

tano’s resignation from the board. Frank has been involved with the PSA almost since it’s in-

ception. Frank was always the first to volunteer on numerous projects and worked tirelessly 

to improve the Steelhead fishery. Frank will be sorely missed on the board, but we hope he 

stays active as long as his health allows! There aren’t many like Frank left, people who put his 

family first and the good of the organization above himself. Thank you, Frank for all your con-

tributions! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 5 

A Letter from the President - continued from page 1 
 

Committees 

The first standing committees were established last month, and initial activities are already underway. We are still looking for partici-
pation from general members not just directors. If you are interested in participating as a member of one or more committees, 
please let us know. Send an email to directors@pasteelhead.com with the subject COMMITTEE INTEREST. Include your contact info 
and which committee(s) you may have interest in. 
The Committees established are: 

Communications Committee (Ryan Novatnack, chair),  
Angler Survey Committee (Ari Capotis, chair),  
Event Committee (Chris Larson, Chair) and  
Membership Committee (John Hall, chair).  

The PSA is a volunteer organization, your participation is essential. Please get involved! 
 

PSA/3-CU 

The PSA is by chartered in our Bylaws to assist “nonprofit organizations which operate nurseries for spawning or raising steelhead,.…” 

This has primarily meant supporting 3-CU. Besides volunteering for periodic activities like clean-ups, maintenance and moving fish at 

the 3-CU raceways, the PSA would also like to get more involved in future planning and operational activities including fundraising. To 

advance this agenda, Chris Larson has volunteered to be our official PSA/3-CU liaison going forward 

Thank you, Frank Scicchitano, 

We’re sorry that a future list of PSA Directors won’t include Frank’s name, as he has decided to step away from the board. Frank has 

been an officer or director for many years and during multiple stints. The PSA will be forever grateful to Frank for all that he has 

done. We are encouraged that he plans to stay involved as a general member but will miss his participation on the Board. More info 

on this in future newsletters. 

 

Tight lines always, 

John Hall 

President – PA Steelhead Association 

Erie Gives  2021 was on  August  10th.  The PA Steelhead Association  re-
ceived $509 from donors that day! 
Remember us on Erie Gives Day 2022. It will be on 8/9/2022, mark it as an 
important fundraiser for the club. Thank you! 

 

 

The PA Steelhead Association is in the early stages of starting the huge task of 

consolidating old digital  

documents! 

If you were actively involved in the past and have copies of digital documents 

and could share them, please let us know by sending an email to:  

info@pasteelhead.com, with “Old PSA documents” in the subject line! 

Thanks for your consideration of this as it will be a lot of work to organize. 

mailto:directors@pasteelhead.com
mailto:info@pasteelhead.com
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Send us your Fish Photos! 

We would love to publish your Steelhead fishing photos in our monthly 

newsletter. Please send photos to:  info@pasteelhead.com with “Fish 

Pic for TightLines” in subject area! 
  

The winner of the PSA T-Shirt to the best “Fish Pic” by a PSA member, 

(of your Steelhead catch this season) was Elliot Hall! 

Info@pasteelhead.com recently received this email with pictures showing member Bryan Black having a banner day. 
“I recently mailed my renewal membership, I have been a member for years, ran a little late.  Thanks for doing great things as a club 
for the fishery.  Bryan Black.  I am adding a buddy's fish  picture as well.  "Gebo" is his name.” 
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Above is a screenshot of one of the views you can get by 
clicking on the link above left from the live web camera at  

Avonia, Trout Run!  

 

Are you new to Steelhead fishing and would like some help? 

 

If you are a PA Steelhead Association member who is very new to the sport of steelhead fish-
ing and is looking for some help, please contact any of the PSA Officers or Board members.  
We would like to create a “buddy” system where novice anglers get paired up with more ex-
perienced fisherpersons who will share some tips and pointers to help get the newbies started 
in the right direction.   
 

     Chris Larson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALL TO ACTION - MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE BEING FORMED 
As announced in the President’s letter last month, the Directors of the PA Steelhead Association have approved formation of sever-

al standing committees. 

The MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE is chaired by John Hall.  This committee will need several general members from the association to 

fulfill its purpose. If you are interested in being a member of this committee, please send an email to directors@pasteelhead.com 

with the subject MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE INTEREST. Include your contact info. 

 

 

Winter Steelhead Fly Fishing Tips     from Douglas Outdoors blog 
A few tips for anglers looking to get into winter steelhead fishing: 

 Focus the bulk of your fishing when the day temps are higher. Late morning until the evening typically produces the 

best results. 

 When swinging, control the speed of your swinging fly by mending your line. Focus on fishing slightly deeper, slower 

water where the winter fish like to hold. 

 When fishing with an indicator setup, adjust the depth of your flies so that they are presented well to the fish. Fish 

are less likely to move large distances for your fly so make sure not to fish too shallow in the water column. 

 Cover water! Steelhead are migratory fish and not every hole or run has a fish in it. Focus as much time as possible 

fishing the best water. If the river is highly pressured and fished, try focusing on water that others may have over-

looked. 
 

mailto:directors@pasteelhead.com
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Avonia Beach Live Camera Feed is on! 

 
The Pennsylvania Steelhead Association has worked 
together with SONS of Erie, FishUSA and the Fairview 
Township to install a camera at the mouth of Trout 
Run. It is now operational and has gone live! 

We have committed to 1/3 of the cost of the camera 
and installation. The cost for the cable service will be 
split four ways with SONS, Fish USA, Fairview Town-
ship and us paying the bill. The cable bill will invoiced 
once yearly. 

Fish USA will be the host platform for the application. 
The Avonia Beach Live Camera Feed is a great way for ar-
ea anglers to keep tabs on current water and weather con-
ditions at the foot of Avonia Road in Fairview, PA. This live 
feed is sponsored by the PA Steelhead Association, Fair-
view Township, the SONS of Lake Erie, and FishUSA. 

https://www.fishusa.com/avonia-webcam  

  

 

Avonia Beach Live Camera  viewing reports for January 2022: 

 

 

 
 

 

Latest Summary 

 

 

********************************************************************************* 

Monthly Meetings are now being held indoors again when practical, at the Millcreek Legion. Due 

to the continuing effects of Covid all members are encouraged to wear mask regardless of vaccine 

status. Mask can be supplied for those who don’t have them with them! 
 

Next meeting is scheduled as both in person and a Zoom session for March 9th! 
 

Topic: PSA General Membership Meeting - March 2022 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81084538949?pwd=anRZMG1GQkE3Y092SWZmUzRkQlQvUT09 
Meeting ID: 810 8453 8949  Passcode: 257378 

Above is a screenshot of one of the views you can get by 

clicking on the link to the left from the live web camera at  

Avonia, Trout Run! 

Total Viewers: 39,620 

Unique Viewers: 23,086 

Average Viewing Time: 0:05:34 

Total Viewing Time: 3,686H:47M 

MONTH  Sept.—Dec.  

Fall 2021 Totals   

 January 2022 

Total Viewers: 254,860  39,620 

Unique Viewers: 114,380  23,086 

Average Viewing Time: 0:05:45  0:05:34 

Total Viewing Time: 24,467H:44M  3,686H:47M 

https://www.fishusa.com/avonia-webcam
https://www.fishusa.com/avonia-webcam
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81084538949?pwd=anRZMG1GQkE3Y092SWZmUzRkQlQvUT09
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PA Steelhead Association News: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Year Fishing Resolutions 

 
Did you make any new years resolutions this past January? How about some fishing resolu-

tions. We can all do a little bit more to help our local fishery. Here are a few suggestions, 

which are by no means all encompassing: 

 Take a small bag with you and pick up some trash from the stream bed or bank on your 

way back out, it doesn’t take much effort but if we all did that, it could make a huge im-

pact. 

 Resolve to learn better fish handling techniques if we practice catch and release! Even if 

our fish swims away looking healthy, many die the next day due to injury or an accumula-

tion of lactic acid and being held out of the water too long. 

 Take a kid fishing and make it fun. Teach them the pleasures of the Great Outdoors and 

Mother Nature. 

 Take an old friend who can’t get out on his own much anymore out to fish. 

 When you do get out to fish look on the positive side of being outdoors, don’t make it all 

about the numbers. I hear people complain that they only caught 3 fish in 3 hours. People 

in other areas would love that catch rate for big game fish. Enjoy the process and what 

your senses see and hear. 

 Volunteer to help organizations like 3-C-U, the PA Steelhead Association, S.O.N.S. of Lake 

Erie, Trout Unlimited or others that work so hard to improve our fisheries. It is getting 

harder and harder to get people to help. But, when things are not at their best those peo-

ple are the first to complain. 

 Last but not least, go out of your way to thank some of the people that do so much of the 

work at our nurseries or raceways raising the fish! A pat on the back can go a long way in 

showing people we appreciate their efforts! 

        S. Zacour 

The purpose and objectives of the Association shall be to enhance and preserve the steelhead fish-

ery in Pennsylvania including: 

• improving public access for steelhead fishing,  

• encouraging private landowners to maintain public access for steelhead fishing, 

• implementing stream enhancement and habitat improvement projects for steelhead, and  

• assisting nonprofit organizations which operate nurseries for spawning or raising steel

 head, or which acquire land or access easements for steelhead fishing, or which engage in 

 activities which complement the purposes and activities of the PA Steelhead Association. 
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Editor’s note: Please keep up submissions to the survey whether you catch fish or not. 

Please only report sessions from this season! We have over 300 submissions so far! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKLmo_JC_9iTpabsOfHIzSkdXGaEOVWaAFW-Xqume1Lo2kww/viewform
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Our friend Brian Whipkey a PA Outdoor Columnist wrote a great article that pays homage to the volunteers of our fish 
nurseries and hatcheries. We should all show our appreciation for the local people in our area that do this work. People 
like, Marty Grzasko, Don Clayton, Mike Felege, Ron Dombrowiak, Bob Zawadzki and of course Bob Hetz who for years 
did the work of 5 men. To read the entire article, click on the link below: 
https://www.echo-pilot.com/story/sports/outdoors/2022/02/24/volunteers-raise-million-trout-each-year-pa-pennsylvania-
fish-and-boat-commission-trout-cooperative/6903374001/  

 

Here's how local volunteers raise about 1 million trout each year in 
Pennsylvania 
 

Brian Whipkey Pennsylvania Outdoor Columnist  Feb. 23rd 2022 

While anglers are familiar with large white trucks from the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission stocking lakes and 
streams, about 25% of the fish placed each year are reared by volunteers. 

The Fish and Boat Commission has about 150 sponsoring organizations who raise trout each year in nurseries that are 
built along streams throughout the state. 

The commission provides fingerling size trout to the groups and then they raise the fish to about 10 to 12 inches long. The 
volunteers then use their own pick-up trucks and portable tanks to haul the fish to public waterways for anglers to enjoy. 

There are about 150 clubs statewide that are involved in the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission’s Cooperative Trout 
Nursery program. These clubs, these volunteers, at their own expense rear about 1 million catchable size trout each year 
that go into Pennsylvania streams and lakes for the public to fish for. That is a considerable contribution.” 

That number represents about 25% of all the trout that are stocked for Pennsylvania anglers. 

If the volunteer nurseries were to fold, he said, there would be a lot fewer trout for anglers statewide to enjoy. In Somer-
set County alone, he said there are 45,000 to 50,000 trout that are raised by seven participating co-ops each year. 

Anderson said it takes a lot of people and businesses to support the cost of the food and maintenance of the nursery prop-
erties. He also points out the fish commission does have a grant program that helps nurseries with equipment and re-
pairs. The agency also has staff members who are able to offer technical advice for when a problem, like a disease, arises 
in the trout. 

Many nurseries were built in the 1960s and 1970s, and they are now needing repairs and updates. “When something’s 
built and it becomes 50 years old, it will be in need of repairs,” Anderson said. 

The costs can add up to thousands of dollars for these volunteer organizations. For example, he remembers back in 1984 
when one of the nurseries was built, it cost about $5,000. Today it would take about $30,000 to build a similar raceway 
for fish there.  

The cooperative nurseries rely on a stable group of volunteers to care for the fish from July until they’re stocked in the 
following spring. It’s up to the sportsmen to provide the food and care the fish need.  

Every day, someone visits the nurseries and fills the automatic belt feeders with trout food and checks to make sure the 
screens are clear from debris. Depending on their drive time it can take about two hours each day, he explained about 
those who are looking out for the needs of the trout. 

That is time the volunteers could be spending with their families or going fishing. 

The majority are people of retirement age who may soon need to stop volunteering for health reasons. “It concerns me if 
we will be able to still do it in 10 to 15 years,” he said. 

He’s hoping programs such as Trout in the Classroom and catfish nurseries involving school students will help introduce 
young people to fish conservation. He said the key to the future of the co-ops is having the next generation become will-
ing and able to volunteer and raise trout. “The fish need taking care of every day,” he said about including holidays and 
the first day of deer season. 

What it all comes down to is enjoying the outdoors and fishing.  

Brian Whipkey is the outdoors columnist for USA TODAY Network sites in Pennsylvania. Contact him at bwhipkey@gannett.com 
and sign up for our weekly Go Outdoors PA newsletter email on your website's homepage under your login name. Follow him on 
social media @whipkeyoutdoors. 

Extended Trout Season Closes  Sunday, February 20th 
 
Mentored Youth Trout Day  Saturday, March 26, 2022 
 
Single, Statewide Opening Day for Trout  Saturday, April 2, 2022 
 
Opening Day for Walleye/Sauger  Saturday, May 7, 2022 

PFBC IMPORTANT DATES Trout Stocking Schedules Available Tuesday, February 1st 

https://www.echo-pilot.com/story/sports/outdoors/2022/02/24/volunteers-raise-million-trout-each-year-pa-pennsylvania-fish-and-boat-commission-trout-cooperative/6903374001/
https://www.echo-pilot.com/story/sports/outdoors/2022/02/24/volunteers-raise-million-trout-each-year-pa-pennsylvania-fish-and-boat-commission-trout-cooperative/6903374001/
https://www.fishandboat.com/Fish/Stocking/StateFishHatcheries/CooperativeNurseryProgram/Pages/default.aspx
https://profile.dailyamerican.com/newsletters/manage/
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Continued Snow Once Again Has the PSA Responding to 

Help Request  for 3-C-U  
 

 

 

 

On February 5th after more snow buried the Peck raceway covers once again, former PSA President Marty Grzasko 

made the call for help.  Once again members of the PSA responded. The following is the response from Marty: 

 
I want to thank Ariadne Capotis, Daniel Hart, Chris Fatica, Chris Larson, John Hall, Roger Latimer and 
Sam Zacour for removing all the snow at the Peck Raceway. 
I was pretty cold out but the work went fast and warmed us up inside.  
 
I must admit I could not have done it alone. My baby steelhead we’re clapping their little fins in apprecia-
tion too! 
 
You guys are the best and reflect a lot on what a great team can accomplish.  
 
Thanks muchly, 
Marty  
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ReLeaf’s Mission 

As a strategic initiative of the Lake Erie Arbore-
tum at Frontier Park - LEAF - ReLeaf will educate, 
inspire and empower residents of Northwest 
Pennsylvania to positively impact the threat of 
climate change by planting trees in Erie County. 
 
 
Plant trees along your stream to enhance your landscape and protect our most precious natural resource 
- fresh water! 
 
The ReLeaf initiative - an initiative from the Lake Erie Arboretum at Frontier - is providing free trees to lo-
cal landowners who will plant and care for trees on their own properties. 
 
Stabilizing your stream bank by planting trees will prevent erosion, reduce floodwater damage, and pro-
vide habitat, creating an allover healthy ecosystem. Planting along banks and streams can also help con-
trol the temperature of the surrounding water - planting deep-rooted trees and shrubs along the bank 
(creating a riparian buffer) leads to cleaner and cooler water for fish and other aquatic life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured above are some trees planted along upper Elk Creek! 
         (Continued next page} 

 
 

https://www.leaferie.org/
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Some members of the Steelhead Association have planted trees with ReLeaf along their properties to 
create a riparian buffer. The pictures below are from a tree planting hot dog roast Skip Simmons hosted 
for volunteer tree planters! 

 

"The ReLeaf volunteers did a wonderful job planting trees at my property along Elk Creek. Prior to the tree planting, they 
walked the property with me to help decide what trees were best suited for the location. Then, on the day of the planting, 
they showed up with all the equipment and volunteers and within a couple hours they had planted well over 100 trees!" 
 
Skip Simmons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To submit a request for free trees and planting supplies, visit: www.releaferie.org/plantingsites. A ReLeaf 
representative will contact you! 

http://www.releaferie.org/plantingsites
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PUTMBAK!     POSTED ON JANUARY 19, 2022 / BY LOUIS CAHILL] 

 

I wonder what the Great Lakes Steelhead would think  

if he knew what a controversial fish he is. 

No, he’s not a native fish. Yes, it’s a completely man made fishery. No, it’s not a wild and scenic 
experience. Is he a real steelhead? Who cares. I love fishing the tributaries of the great lakes for 
the biggest toughest trout this side of the Mississippi and so does everyone else who’s tried it. I 
have to wander though, as I stand in the river with my fly rod watching the horde of bait fisher-
man stack their catch on the bank, if these fish got the respect enjoyed by their west coast cous-
ins, couldn’t this be a whole lot better? I’m not dogging the fishery, it’s awesome, but it just 
seems like common sense. It’s true that great lakes steelhead do not successfully reproduce but 
left in the river they will continue to come back year after year, providing a better angling experi-
ence and saving state hatcheries money. I’m with this angler who’s license plate I found in New 
York in a parking lot on the Oak Orchard. PUTMBAK! 

  
Louis Cahill 
Gink & Gasoline 
www.ginkandgasoline.com 
hookups@ginkandgasoline.com 

From the Gink & Gasoline blog on Jan. 19, 2022 https://www.ginkandgasoline.com/fly-fishing-photography/putmbak/  

 

Spring Into Trout Love: What to Know About Upcoming Spawning Seasons 

by Wills Donaldson   February 14, 2022 from the Fly Lords blog; to read the entire article click on the following link: https://
flylordsmag.com/spring-into-trout-love-what-to-know-about-upcoming-spawning-seasons/?
utm_source=The+Flylords&utm_campaign=0e2ec20127-Newsletter+2%2F15%
2F22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_985ec1d746-0e2ec20127-342565213 

Over the years, the attention around avoiding spawning trout, and their nests, has become a much louder conversation 
amongst the angling community. However, sometimes it feels as if there is some skewed representation favoring late fall-
winter spawns, generally concerning brown trout and Brook trout. Initiatives like Mind the Redd have done excellent work in 
educating anglers on the damage that can be done to fish populations when they’re spawning is interfered with, and why it’s 
important to be educated on your local river’s seasons. If you’d like to learn more about spawning fish in the Fall and winter, 
feel free to reference our article HERE. 

With this point in mind, we wanted to take the time during the lover’s holiday to point some 

attention towards our Western Salmonids: Rainbow and Cutthroat trout. 

What is Spawning (and why should I care)? 

Spawning = Makin’ Babies.  

When the spawning occurs, the female fish will search out shallow, gravel river bottom often near or below tributaries or 

even in the tributaries. The females begin the process by sculpting the nests called Redds. They clear the area of silt, sedi-

ments, etc. to give the eggs a safe and oxygenated resting area.  

https://www.ginkandgasoline.com/fly-fishing-photography/putmbak/
https://www.ginkandgasoline.com/author/louis-cahill/
https://www.ginkandgasoline.com/
https://www.ginkandgasoline.com/fly-fishing-photography/putmbak/
https://flylordsmag.com/author/wills-donaldson/
https://flylordsmag.com/spring-into-trout-love-what-to-know-about-upcoming-spawning-seasons/?utm_source=The+Flylords&utm_campaign=0e2ec20127-Newsletter+2%2F15%2F22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_985ec1d746-0e2ec20127-342565213
https://flylordsmag.com/spring-into-trout-love-what-to-know-about-upcoming-spawning-seasons/?utm_source=The+Flylords&utm_campaign=0e2ec20127-Newsletter+2%2F15%2F22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_985ec1d746-0e2ec20127-342565213
https://flylordsmag.com/spring-into-trout-love-what-to-know-about-upcoming-spawning-seasons/?utm_source=The+Flylords&utm_campaign=0e2ec20127-Newsletter+2%2F15%2F22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_985ec1d746-0e2ec20127-342565213
https://flylordsmag.com/spring-into-trout-love-what-to-know-about-upcoming-spawning-seasons/?utm_source=The+Flylords&utm_campaign=0e2ec20127-Newsletter+2%2F15%2F22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_985ec1d746-0e2ec20127-342565213
https://www.instagram.com/mindtheredd/
https://flylordsmag.com/the-mind-the-redd-movement/
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Volunteers to Help with 3-CU Projects 

 

In recent talks with Ron Dombrowiak, 3-CU President, and Mike Felege, 3-CU Secretary-
Treasurer, we discussed creating a volunteer list from the PA Steelhead Association member-
ship to help out with various raceway projects as the need arises.  This idea was welcomed 
by 3-CU. 
 
Sometime in the next 2 months, 3-CU will need help in netting fish out of some of their race-
ways which will then be stocked in local tributary streams.  Over the summer and early fall 
some new raceway covers will be needed to be built for the Ro-Zee raceway off of Fairplain 
Road.  The raceways constantly need cleaning and maintenance work. 
 
The PA Steelhead Association would like to develop a list of volunteers who can be contact-
ed, and their help enlisted when 3-CU needs support.  At times, only 1 or 2 volunteers are 
necessary.  At other times we may need a much larger group to help out with 3-CU projects. 
 
If you want to be placed on a volunteer list to help 3-CU, please contact Chris Larson by 
phone, text or email.  Cell:  814-460-5969.  Email: celarson@hotmail.com 
 
Thank you.    
 

Chris Larson  
 
 

mailto:celarson@hotmail.com
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7 Tips for Getting Lucky with Winter Steelhead 
by Tom Larimer - Tuesday, Jan 6th, 2015 from the Hatch Magazine blog https://www.hatchmag.com/articles/7-tips-getting-lucky-

winter-steelhead/7712345           Editors note: To read the entire article and an explanation of each tip, click the link above.  

 

 Look for the “couch” water 
 Wade shallow and cast short in high, dirty water 
 Look for traveling lanes in rising water 
 Keep your hooks sharp 
 Fish your fly slow 
 Hope Is Your Strongest Weapon 

Winter steelheading takes persistence, patience and confidence. Keep your head down, fish hard and never loose 
hope. 

Editors note: Another very good article form the Hatch Magazine blog. I have only put a few paragraphs from it to 
pique your interest. Click the blue link below for the entire article. 

How we fish matters 
Conservation doesn't begin or end with catch-and-release 
by Chris Hunt - Thursday, Dec 2nd, 2021 
https://www.hatchmag.com/articles/how-we-fish-matters/7715392  
 
I was engaged in a conversation recently about the methods used to catch trout on a fly, and I was particularly in-
terested in how one angler — an accomplished long-rodder by all counts — espoused the virtues of keeping a low 
profile, using lighter tackle, small flies and miniscule tippets. 

“That’s just how I catch fish,” he said, unapologetically. It’s likely, given the pressure put on public waters all across 
the U.S. that this angler had simply adapted to the angling he likes to do and settled on methods that worked for 
him, even if they may not work for the long-term benefit of the fish he pursues. 

Certainly, we could agree that keeping a low profile while chasing big browns in a meandering spring creek is wise 
practice. I, too, like lighter rods when fishing in small water — it’s just easier to maneuver and shorter, more accu-
rate casts are vital. And it’s clear we both share the same passion for fly fishing. For real, dedicated anglers, it’s a 
foundational element. Air. Food. Water. Fishing. 

But, as time has passed and wisdom has slowly overtaken enthusiasm, I’ve come to realize that why we fly fish is a 
uniquely personal issue. The answer, I would suspect, is different for all of us. But how we fly fish? That’s some-
thing we must all be accountable for. 

These days, if you fly fish for trout anywhere across the globe, you’re noticing some not-so-subtle changes. Spring 
snowmelt is often earlier than “normal,” and there’s usually less of it. Temperatures in even the cooler climes are 
warmer than what would be considered the usual. Water temperatures in the heat of summer are, on many of our 
beloved rivers, untenable for trout. Wildfires rage for months — in some trouty locations, the commonly recognized 
“fire season” can last all year long now, and the impacts of these blazes are significant to trout and their habitat. 
These environmental factors shouldn’t just be creeping into our angling morality — they should be breaking down 
our ethical double doors, grabbing us by our lapels and slapping us around. 

And we should be responding. We should be acting and volunteering and spending some of our money to help con-
servation groups fight the good fight both on the ground and on the Hill. But the first thing we should do is practice 
a little introspection. 

I keep coming back to introspection, because it’s clear after discussions with my fellow anglers that a lot of us just 
don’t realize the impacts we have on our fisheries. There’s an assumption that catching and releasing trout is all we 
need to do to meet our ethical obligations (and cleanse our consciences in the process). Reality is a little different. 
Lee Wulff’s famous declaration that a trout is too valuable to catch only once still rings true. But I might take it a bit 
farther. On some days and under some circumstances, trout are just too valuable to catch at all, especially when 
adverse conditions might increase the likelihood of its demise if it falls for your fly. 

How we fish matters. And that’s just not debatable. 

https://www.hatchmag.com/articles/7-tips-getting-lucky-winter-steelhead/7712345
https://www.hatchmag.com/articles/7-tips-getting-lucky-winter-steelhead/7712345
https://www.hatchmag.com/articles/7-tips-getting-lucky-winter-steelhead/7712345
https://www.hatchmag.com/articles/how-we-fish-matters/7715392
https://www.hatchmag.com/articles/how-we-fish-matters/7715392
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Support Bills to Boost Healthy Habitat and 

Cleaner Streams in Pennsylvania  
 

by: Alexandra Kozak   2/11/2022  

posted in: Habitat and Clean Water In the TRCP Blog 

 

H.B.  1901 and S.B .  832  would  support  conserva t ion  f rom the  

Keystone State  to  the  Chesapeake Bay   

Many of TRCP’s members hunt, fish, camp, and enjoy Pennsylvania’s abundant natural resources every year, and we 
want future generations to have these opportunities, as well. But there are changes occurring in the waters we wade 
and forests and fields we scout. Agricultural runoff and abandoned mines pollute nearly 30 percent—more than 25,000 
miles—of our rivers and streams and degrade hundreds of thousands of acres of land, robbing sportsmen and sports-
women of access to quality places to hunt and fish. 
To support habitat and access while boosting our economy, Governor Wolf and the General Assembly should provide 
adequate funding for a Growing Greener III program—which has a long track record of proven success in conserving 
the state’s fish and wildlife habitat—and a Clean Streams Fund using resources already granted to the state as part of 
national economic recovery efforts. 
That is why TRCP was so pleased to see Wolf’s announcement last week about a plan to prioritize federal American 
Rescue Plan Act funding for conservation, recreation, and preservation. This announcement, along with accompanying 
legislation in each chamber of the General Assembly, would provide the funding needed to create jobs while conserv-
ing natural resources that increase our quality of life. 

Specifically, S.B. 832 and H.B. 1901 would create a funding source known as the Agricultural Conservation Assistance 
Program to help farmers implement conservation practices that keep valuable topsoil in place and reduce potentially 
harmful material from reaching local waterways. Polluted runoff is not just an issue for anglers seeking clean water and 
abundant fisheries. Restoring the health of agricultural land to reduce runoff will boost farm businesses and provide 
meadow and woodlot habitats for just about all the game species we pursue—from ducks to whitetail deer. 

We’ve already seen increased hunting opportunities and more abundant wildlife after completion of just a portion of 
the state’s plan to send fewer nutrients downstream to the Chesapeake Bay by 2025, also known as Pennsylvania’s 
Phase 3 Watershed Implementation Plan. It includes several new initiatives and accelerated strategies that will benefit 
anglers, hunters, and anyone who enjoys the outdoors or cares about clean water. The governor’s plan, combined with 
the legislation discussed above, would hasten these efforts to restore Pennsylvania’s impaired waters across the Com-
monwealth. 

S.B. 832 and H.B. 1901 would go a long way toward helping us conserve Pennsylvania’s water resources and expand 
access to outdoor recreation, while shoring up the health of vital industries like tourism and agriculture. If you value 
our state’s coldwater fisheries, big game and bird habitat, and widespread public access to outdoor recreation that 
supports local jobs, do NOT wait. Act now and urge decision-makers to support S.B. 832 and H.B. 1901 today. 

*********************************************************************************************** 

To read the PFBC 2021 Annual  Report  fol low this  l ink :  https://

docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKLmo_JC_9iTpabsOfHIzSkdXGaEOVWaAFW-Xqume1Lo2kww/viewform?pli=1&pli=1 

To find PFBC Trout Stocking information fol low this  l ink:  h tt p s : / /

fb w e b . p a . g o v / s t o c k i n g / T r o u t S t o c k i n g D e t a i l s _ G I S . a s p x   

https://www.trcp.org/author/alexandra-kozak/
https://www.trcp.org/category/solutions-habitat-cleanwater/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/gov-wolf-announces-1-7-billion-plan-to-secure-a-brighter-pennsylvania-for-generations/
https://www.trcp.org/2021/12/01/two-bills-pa-hunters-and-anglers-should-support-to-advance-conservation/
https://www.trcp.org/2021/12/01/two-bills-pa-hunters-and-anglers-should-support-to-advance-conservation/
https://www.trcp.org/2021/06/21/reducing-farm-runoff-pa-streams-benefits-just-fishing/
https://www.trcp.org/2021/06/21/reducing-farm-runoff-pa-streams-benefits-just-fishing/
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/Pennsylvania%E2%80%99s%20Chesapeake%20Bay%20Program%20Office/WIP3/Pages/Phase-III-WIP-(Watershed-Implementation-Plans).aspx
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/Pennsylvania%E2%80%99s%20Chesapeake%20Bay%20Program%20Office/WIP3/Pages/Phase-III-WIP-(Watershed-Implementation-Plans).aspx
https://www.trcp.org/action-alert/support-bills-boost-healthy-habitat-cleaner-streams-pa/
:%20https:/docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKLmo_JC_9iTpabsOfHIzSkdXGaEOVWaAFW-Xqume1Lo2kww/viewform?pli=1&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKLmo_JC_9iTpabsOfHIzSkdXGaEOVWaAFW-Xqume1Lo2kww/viewform?pli=1&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKLmo_JC_9iTpabsOfHIzSkdXGaEOVWaAFW-Xqume1Lo2kww/viewform?pli=1&pli=1
https://fbweb.pa.gov/stocking/TroutStockingDetails_GIS.aspx
https://fbweb.pa.gov/stocking/TroutStockingDetails_GIS.aspx


 19 

 New Experience fishing for Steelhead 

 

On Feb 5, 2022 I was going a little stir crazy since all my favorite streams were frozen over 

with at least 7 inches of ice. I wandered toward the water and found a couple of guys ice 

fishing for steelhead. I walked over to them and started asking a lot of questions and they 

were very welcoming and willing to discuss and educate me about fishing through the ice. I  

found it very interesting and when I got to see them each pull a nice Steelhead through the 

hole I was amazed. They were kind enough to allow me to try it with one of their ice fishing 

rods. While I did not hook up with any fish, I learned a lot and again was impressed with 

how Erie fishermen are willing to share there knowledge (but not their spot - I was asked 

not to tell where they were fishing). I want to thank Jason Lucas and Bobby Quillen for the 

nice way to spend my afternoon and get outside again. I might have to try it again!  

  S Zacour 
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Gov. Wolf Announced PA Received The Initial 
$244.9 Million From The Federal Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law To Clean Up Abandoned 
Mine Lands  

http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=54774&SubjectID=  

  
[Posted: February 7, 2022] in PA Environment Digest 

 
On February 7, Gov. Tom Wolf announced Pennsylvania has been awarded $244.9 million from 
the federal Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to clean up abandoned mines across the Common-
wealth. 

“We’ve long needed a solution to accelerate work to address the environmental and public 
health concerns of our legacy energy development, I’m pleased that the Biden Administration 
shares my commitment to reclaiming Pennsylvania’s abandoned mine-land for productive use,” 
said Gov. Wolf. “This bipartisan investment will address the dangers of abandoned mines while 
simultaneously supporting new, good-paying jobs, economic recovery, and community revitali-
zation.” 

While Pennsylvania’s more than 5,000 abandoned mines memorialize a period of great eco-
nomic and industrial growth in the state and country, they’re now scars to Pennsylvania’s land-
scape with environmental and safety hazards. 

In addition to being at risk for fires, these abandoned mines have dangerous highwalls and 
open shafts and are sources for both water and air pollution. 

The Wolf Administration looks forward to working with the U.S. Department of the Interior to 
put the resources announced today to work to enhance the state’s Abandoned Mine Reclama-
tion Program and returning abandoned mine land to productive use for things like recreation, 
farming, or clean energy production. 

The $244.9 million announcement is a small piece of the nearly $4 billion Pennsylvania is esti-
mated to receive over the next 15 years to address contamination and pollution caused by its 
coal mining legacy . 

 

Reaction 

The Evangelical Environmental Network issued this statement by Rev. Mitch Hescox, EEN Presi-
dent/CEO, on the nationwide release of $725 million in mine reclamation funds from the feder-
al Bipartisan Infrastructure Law-- 

“As a child growing up in the tiny village of Blandburg, Cambria County, Pennsylvania, where my 
playgrounds were un-reclaimed coal strip mines less than 75 yards from our backdoor, I am 
pleased to see today’s announcement regarding the Department of the Interior releasing $725 
million first funds of the $11.3 billion funds authorized by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. 

“Throughout America, and especially in my home state of Pennsylvania, abandoned mine lands 
(AML) continue to threaten public health and destroy valuable forests in a terrible legacy that 
has lasted more than 100 years. 

“Playing in orange and red pools of water filled with mutated tad poles left me personal memo-
ries of this legacy as well. Even today, my recently deceased father’s favorite deer hunting spot 
continues its path to oblivion as acid mine drainage from more AMLs slowly devour what’s left 
of these once-beautiful mountains. 

(Continued next page) 

https://creationcare.org/
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“We hope these first funds will be available as soon as possible, not only to restore God’s crea-
tion and defend God’s children, but to provide family-sustaining jobs for AML communities 
that are amid the great energy transition away from fossil fuels. 

“The AML funds to be distributed over the next 15 years supply a reliable source of much-
needed careers as these communities both in Pennsylvania and across our nation seek ways 
to be reborn, renewed, and restored into once again vibrant communities. 

“My little hometown of Blandburg is all but a ghost town today. It was never able to rekindle 
itself when our coal mines shut down – and nobody ever cared. 

“Thank you to Congress and the Biden Administration for caring and prioritizing these front-
line transitioning communities. 

“As a postscript, using $16 billion of taxpayer money to clean up industry failures should have 
never occurred. We demand immediate bonding reform so that whoever causes the mess will 
be responsible to clean it up or pay to clean it up – that is common sense.” 

 For more information, visit DEP’s Abandoned Mine Reclamation Program webpage.  
*********************************************************************************************** 

 

THE CHARLES THACHER COLLECTION 

EDs. Note: the following excerpts are from an article in The American Museum of Flyfishing blog on a donated collection of 
books and artifacts  of Fly Fishing Literature Dating Back to 1597. To read the entire article click the link below. 

 

https://www.amff.org/thacher-collection/   

Extraordinary. Matchless. Meticulously curated. These are the adjectives which come to the fore in beginning to describe Charles 
Thacher’s uncommonly generous gift to the American Museum of Fly Fishing of his superb collection of fly fishing literature. Mr. 
Thacher’s collection is as notable as it is because of two attributes he possesses: first, he is knowledgeable, more knowledgeable 
in fly fishing literature than a great many book collectors; second, Mr.Thacher is discerning, he knows what merited addition to 
his collection and what did not. 

Novice book collectors soon learn to seek early editions, ideally first editions, and never to buy flawed copies un-
less sound copies are not available; Mr. Thacher knows that and much more. An example from the nearly 400 
books in the list for the Thacher Collection that first leapt off the page was Samuel Gardiner’s A Booke of Angling, 
published in 1606. It is believed to be the only copy of this book, which conflates angling with religious devotion, 
that existed in a private collection. A second is the 2nd edition of Thomas Barker’s The Art of Angling published in 
1653—the same year as the 1st edition of Izaak Walton’s The Compleat Angler (Walton freely acknowledged his 
debt to Barker). Barker’s book is highly sought after, and would be a prized possession in any collection. Another 
sterling example: the 5th edition of The Compleat Angler (1676), the first edition of this most widely known of an-
gling volumes to include Part II, the portion composed by Charles Cotton that is chiefly about fly fishing, which 
Walton’s own work is not. These are only three of the thirty-two books in the Charles Thacher Collection published 
in the 17th century – eleven of them prior to Walton. In addition, there are 51 books that were published in the 
18th century. Many of these books are extraordinarily rare. 

 “the library of the American Museum of Fly Fishing has been taken to a new level by Charles Thacher’s gift. All 
who “fish fine and far off,” all who treasure the American Museum of Fly Fishing, are together in our signal grati-
tude to Charles Thacher.” 

For a complete list of the books in the Charles Thacher Collection, click here. To read the press release, click here. 

https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Land/Mining/AbandonedMineReclamation/pages/default.aspx
https://www.amff.org/thacher-collection/
http://www.amff.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Thacher-book-list.pdf
http://www.amff.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Thacher-Press-Release.pdf
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Please pass along 

this Membership 

application to any 

interested Steel-

head fishermen or 

women that may be 

interested in joining 

our PA Steelhead 

Association! 
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Sisters on the Fly Event 
Sisters on the Fly is the largest women’s outdoor adventure group in the United States. Women from 

across the country gather together to experience the great outdoors, share their stories, and of course en-

joy many laughs. This Sister’s event took place at the Wilderness Lodge in Wattsburg, Pennsylvania from 

January 28th-30th, 2022. Twenty-seven women came together from five different states; Oklahoma, New 

Jersey, New York, Ohio, and Pennsylvania. The weekend was filled with cross country skiing, snow shoeing, 

and antiquing. The ski conditions were immaculate, the lodge was warm and welcoming, and the vegetari-

an lasagna on Saturday night was outstanding! The whole place was filled with snowmobilers, skiers, and 

we even saw Erie County’s very own Ex County Executive, Kathy Dahlkemper with her family.  

 

Each Sister event has a theme night which is always so entertaining and fun! Our theme was Sister Act where we all dressed as 

Catholic Nuns and sang O Happy Day. It was a blast! We abide by our motto: we have more fun than anyone, and we certainly 

lived up to it on Saturday night! Check us out on YouTube at Sisters on the Fly to learn all about us and our wild adventures! 
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Featured Fly 
From the “Fly by Night Guy”  
 

“The Little Precious” and the “Creek Minnow Precious” 

 

After the Featured Fly column was published in 75 issues of the TightLines newsletter and 
covered 79 flies in that time, more than enough flies for any type of Steelhead fishing or 
conditions anyone could come across when using traditional flies. So instead of searching 
for a new or different flies, this year I am going to republish and update the flies featured in 
January’s article on “Refining my Fly Choices” (page 20-21). These are the flies I have 
caught over ¾ of the Steelhead I netted over the last 9 or 10 years! In January 2022 I start-
ed with my # 1 Steelhead catching fly – the Three Loop Pink Lady. February’s fly pattern 
was another egg fly, the Blood Dot. 
 
Today we are going to feature the Little Precious fly pattern. It was the very 1st feature fly 

in this column back in the March 2013 edition of Tight Lines. The Little Precious pattern was originated by local guide Karl Weixl-
mann who showed it to local fisherman Joe Koss. It was originally designed to fish off the jetties at Walnut Creek into the lake and 
dubbed “My Little Precious”. Joe became so efficient at tying and catching fish with this minnow imitation that people started to call 
it the “Joe Fly”. Joe fished the fly in a dead drift in slack water or on the Lake and twitched it occasionally to look like a wounded 
minnow. Karl also wrote a column in the March 2014 about the Little Precious he entitled “Is This The Best Steelhead Fly I Ever 
Created.” He talked about how this Emerald Shiner imitation had an enticing undulating or yoyo action floating under an indicator 
that the fish can’t resist. Emerald Shiners are the most prevalent bait fish in Lake Erie. This makes a great guide fly, which means it 
is fairly quick and easy to tie and yet effective!  
 
Eight years later, Karl came up with and alternate version of the fly he called the Creek 
Minnow Precious.” Karl was seeking to imitate darker creek minnows with the same 
profile came up with the Creek Minnow Precious. Which has proven to be very suc-
cessful. 

 

Fly Type: Streamers,  
Target Species: Steelhead, Brown Trout  
Recommended Region: Great Lakes, lake shore and Tributaries  
Imitation: Emerald Shiner  
 
 

Material List for Little Precious:  
 
 

 Hook:  size 6 -10 short shank streamer or wet fly that is 2x strong. Such as a Daiichi 1530, Mustad 
3908, Tiemco 3769 or Core 1530 
 Bead: Silver  or  Nickel Tungsten bead – size appropriate for hook (here a 1/8” on size 10) 
 Weight: Wrap a few turns of .015 lead wire around the shank and shove it into bead  
 Thread: Red or  Fluorescent Red 6/0 thread to emulate gills 
 Under wing: White Finnish Raccoon Zonker  Hair  & Rainbow Krystal flash mixed with Mi-
rage Flashabou or Mylar Mirror Flash. 
Wing: Olive Finnish Raccoon Zonker  Hair  
Eyes: Optional 
 
 

 
Tying Instructions:  
 

1. Slide bead on hook, add 3 turns of .015 lead wire and shove in bead, start thread and 
build a thread dam. Add a drop of glue or zap-a-gap and then thread cover the lead.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Little Precious 

Little Precious 

Creek Minnow Precious 

K.W. tied Little  

Precious with eyes 

http://www.flytyingforum.com/index.php?act=flysearch&type2=Streamers
http://www.flytyingforum.com/index.php?act=flysearch&target=Steelhead
http://www.flytyingforum.com/index.php?act=flysearch&region2=Central%20US
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2.  Turn hook upside down and angle it down slightly. Cut out a clump of White 
Fin Raccoon about an inch or inch and a half beyond the hook bend. Clean 
out fuzz and long guard hairs. Tie in the White under belly with the red 
thread right behind the bead. Try to keep the thread head within a 1/8” or so 
behind the bead. Make sure the hook point comes up through the middle of 
the hair.  

 
 
 

3.  Now turn the hook back over and add 6 or 8 pieces of mirage or pearl 
flashabou the same length as the belly. 

 
 
 
 
 
4. Now cut, clean and tie in a similar size clump of Olive fin raccoon as the 

over wing. Finish head and whip finish and add a drop of head cement. 
 
 
 
 
 
An option I have seen some tiers use is adding a little blue Krystal flash to top 

of fly for darker water. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For the Creek Minnow Precious I used Artic fox zonker material because I 
found the colors I liked in it – Brown and tan. 
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Artistic Fly Tying 
www.artisticflytying.com 

 

 
My Passion for tying the classic   

Atlantic Salmon Fly.    Thomas Herr 

P. O. Box 29577  

  Parma, OH 

44129 

www.ohiosteelheaders.com 

Save Our Native Species Inc. 
S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie Fishing Club 

A 501 C (3) not for profit organiza-

tion 
 

Mail: PO Box 3605 

Erie, Pennsylvania 16508 

http://sonsoflakeerie.org/ 

Phone/Fax: 814-453-2270 

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS!  Click on links below to visit their site. 

 
 

FishUSA Regular Customer Service Hours:  
 

Monday - Friday: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm ET 
 

Saturday & Sunday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm ET 
 

Website:  https://www.fishusa.com/  Phone: 800-922-1219 

Fly Fishing Instruction 

Gary Kell The Fly Fishing Coach 

https://www.facebook.com/

theflyfishingcoach/ 

Phone: 814-706-2506  

On Stream Instruction, 
Private Lessons, 
Fly Fishing Schools &  

Clinics.  

Located in Warren, PA. 

The gateway to the  

Pennsylvania Wilds &  

the Allegheny National  

  

Fish Man  
Guide Services 
John Bodner 

814-392-7856 
jbfish1@comcast.net 

 

 

A Founding Father of  

the PA Steelhead Association 

http://www.follysend.com/flystore.html 

  
Dailey Supply 
1524 French 
St 
Erie, PA  

Contact a Sales Rep:      
Jeff@DaileySupply.com 
Mike@DaileySupply.com 

 Lifting solutions 

 Moving & Material    
handling  

 Storage             

(814) 833-7227 
http://www.daileysupply.com 

Fly Fishing Instructor and Orvis Endorsed.  

Our focus is to provide a quality fishing 

 experience that exceeds the angler's  

expectations, to customize trips for all  

levels of anglers, and to share our love  

and appreciation for the beautiful  

watersheds of Central PA and the Erie 

Tributaries.   

www.flyfishingjulieszur.com  

https://www.facebook.com/julie.szur  

flyfishjulie@gmail.com  

Julie Szur 

http://www.ohiosteelheaders.com
http://sonsoflakeerie.org/
https://www.fishusa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach/
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach/
tel:814-706-2506
mailto:jbfish1@comcast.net
https://www.theflystop.com/fly-fishing-flies-discount
http://www.follysend.com/flystore.html
mailto:Jeff@DaileySupply.com
mailto:Mike@DaileySupply.com
http://www.flyfishingjulieszur.com/?fbclid=IwAR1Y-qysNCOjXZ9-FljQ6XKn_FBfGzoVuzICkDwG-rH28oIJ3s_-n8UVfGE
https://www.facebook.com/julie.szur
mailto:julieaszur@gmail.com

