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A Not For Profit  501(C)3 Corporation 
 

PO Box 8892 Erie, PA 16505 
www.pasteelhead.com 
info@pasteelhead.com 

Meetings 

The PA Steelhead Association  typically holds meet-

ings each month except May, June, and July at 7:00 

PM on the second Wednesday of the month .  Meet-

ings are held  at the American Legion Post 773.   The 

Legion is located at 4109 West 12th Street  (State 

Route 5), just east of the Erie Airport.  Starting in 

November of  2021 meetings are moving to 7:30PM. 

We meet in the banquet room to the left when you 

walk in. We encourage members and the public alike 

to attend and share their views and opinions. Meet-

ings focus on items pertaining to the mission of the 

club, fundraising events, and local public and political 

issues affection our fisheries. The PFBC is often repre-

sented at our meetings for reports and questions. 

To all of our new members, welcome! 

Next Monthly Membership Meeting 

will be on Weds. November 10th, at 

the Millcreek Legion  banquet room 

@ 7:30PM. 

 

The views expressed by the 
authors of articles contained 
in this newsletter are not nec-
essarily the view of the PA.  
Steelhead Association. 
  Edited by S. Zacour 

A PUBLICATION OF THE PA STEELHEAD ASSOCIATION 

 

November 2021 

Water is the most critical resource 

issue of our lifetime and our chil-

dren's lifetime. The health of our 

waters is the principal measure of 

how we live on the land. — (Luna 

Leopold, Hydrologist)  

 

A Letter from the President  
 

With Halloween behind us, we’re midway through the fall season and by all re-

ports it seems to be a darn good season, maybe even a great one. The first big 

run of fish came a little late, with September being dry, but when the fish start-

ed to hit the creeks in October it was clear there were a ton of ‘em and a lot of 

sizeable ones at that. Initial reports from the creek mouths, East and West, were 

solid and when the fish moved upstream it was obvious the rung is strong 

throughout Erie County. Let’s keep our fingers crossed that the numbers keep 

up and we can chalk the 2021 fall season as one of the best we’ve had in a long 

time. 

In other very good news, we were pleased to hear that the PFBC recently ap-

proved changes making a uniform, statewide opening day for trout beginning in 

2022. The PFBC also approved an amendment to 58 Pa. Code § 69.12 (Seasons, 

Sizes and Creel Limits—Lake Erie, Lake Erie Tributaries and Presque Isle Bay In-

cluding Peninsula Waters) that modify the daily creel and minimum size limits 

for both Rainbow Trout (steelhead) and Lake Trout.  For steelhead, the creel 

limit will be 3 all year, rather than 3 during the extended season and 5 during 

the regular trout season. In addition, the minimum size will be 15” at all times. 

These changes will benefit our fishery.  

In another note, the PSA has been at work developing an electronic Angler Creel 

Survey creel survey to capture relevant data for our steelhead fishery. We felt 

our unique position in the community would better allow us to update the cur-

rent method of data collection. All information gathered will be used to improve 

and enhance the fishery. Pennsylvania stocks the most Steelhead of all the 

states bordering Lake Erie. WE WANT TO MAKE SURE FISH ARE BEING STOCKED 

WHERE PEOPLE ARE ACTUALLY FISHING. ALL DATA COLLECTED WILL BE USED TO 

AID FUTURE STOCKING DECISIONS.  As we launch the first version of this Angler 

Creel Survey, we need you to use it and we need your candid feedback regard-

ing this survey. You should have received an email regarding this. It is also on 

the home page of the PSA website. Please share information about your fishing 

outings and ask your fishing friends to do so as well. Usage of this survey tool is 

not limited to PSA members. 

Tight lines always, 
 

John Hall 

President – Pennsylvania Steelhead Association  

    Ed. Note: see page 18 for info on angler survey! 

https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org/
https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org
mailto:info@pasteelhead.com
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New Erie County WCO’s & Region offices Contact Info: 
 

Sgt. Jim Smolko: 814-572-0078 
 

Tyler Soety 
Eastern Erie 814-722-8643 
 

Matt Visosky 
Central Erie 814-573-3638 
 

Dan Nietupski 
Western Erie 814-722-0247 
 

Walnut Creek Access 

814-833-2464 
(Note: The Walnut Creek office is the best # to call to report  

poachers since they know who is working and where.) 
 

NW Regional Office: 814-337-0444 

After several years of mediocre steelhead fishing 2021 is 

setting up to be a super season for steelhead fishing. The 

number of fish in all the tributaries is particularly good 

throughout the system allowing anglers to spread out in 

search of the “honey hole.” 

Judging by the size and girth of the arriving fish the forage 

in the lake is also substantial and we have noticed that 

there are good numbers of emerald shiners in lower Walnut 

Creek and in the boat basin that will provide food for new 

arrivals. 

Currently at Walnut spoons are the most productive bait 

followed by skein and eggs sacks. As the water cools the 

fish will become more receptive to jigs and grub presenta-

tions as well as Power Bait minnows, 

The basin at Walnut is currently open for fishing and should 

help relieve pressure at the wall. 

A pleasant surprise this year was the number of both coho 

and king salmon and humpback salmon that have been 

seen. A respectable number of genuinely nice brown trout 

have been taken and even an occasional Lake trout has 

been landed on the lake shore at the tributary mouths. 

Thanks to the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission and 

to 3CU for the excellent work in providing this fishery. 

Finally, please support your Pennsylvania Steelhead Associ-

ation and 3CU that work so hard on behalf of you and the 

entire the fishing community. 

 

Thanks, and Tight Lines! 
 

Marty and Rich 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PSA Board of Directors  

and Officers  
 
 Name                         Office    

 

    John Hall           President     

    Karl Weixlmann            Vice President           

    Chris Fatica                    Treasurer                

    Ryan Novatnack            Secretary                  
 

  Board Members 
 

     Dan Beck               Ariadne Capotis 
     Chris Larson          Roger Latimer         
     Marie Scalera        Frank Scicchitano 

Click on symbols to get to 

the Pennsylvania Steel-

head Associations Web 

page & Facebook page! 

Monthly Meetings are now being held indoors 

again at the Millcreek Legion. Due to the con-

tinuing effects of Covid all board members will 

be wearing mask at the meetings and all mem-

bers are encouraged to wear mask regardless 

of vaccine status. Mask can be supplied for 

those who don’t have them with them! 

Next meeting is November 10th at 7:30PM. 

Starting in November all membership meetings 

will go back to starting at 7:30PM. 

We would like to introduce and welcome 

the following new members to our club: 

 Chuck Buhl Kent Couch 

 Bill Duffy  Lia Fatica 

  Harrison Hall Roger Phillips 

  Tracy Sphar 

From the Wall 

https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org/
https://www.facebook.com/tcfarrell
https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org/
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October 13th Presenters were our newest board members  

Ariadne Capotis and Marie Scalera 
 

 

Marie spoke first and had a slideshow presentation on Sis-

ters on the Fly. It is an all female, social outdoor adventure 

group. Activities range from camping, hiking, canoeing, and 

fishing all the way to holiday luncheons. SOF was original-

ly founded by two fly-fishin' sisters in Montana. They have a 

ton of fun together, girls only.  
 

Ariadne’s presentation touch on how she finds a fishing 
spot, she provided resources/information for people to ex-
plore at their own pace. She discussed publicly available 
websites, and programming for steelheading Erie County. 
Ari’s presentation closed with a reminder about PFBC pro-
gramming this fall for women interested in steelhead fish-
ing.   
 

 

 

Due to the continuing effects of Covid all board members will be wearing mask at the meetings and all mem-

bers are encouraged to wear mask regardless of vaccine status. Mask can be supplied for those who don’t 

have them with them! 

Next meeting is November 10th at 7:30PM. 

 

Starting in November membership meetings will go back to starting at 7:30PM. 

 
November’s presenter will be  Tom Fuhrman, Founder and Executive Director of the Lake Erie Re-

gion Conservancy from 2001 till 2018 and currently a board member. 
 

Tom Fuhrman served on several boards and committees dealing with Great 
Lakes water issues. He is a former Mayor of Lake City. Tom was the Founder 
and Executive Director of the Lake Erie Region Conservancy from 2001 till 2018 
and currently a board member. The Lake Erie Region Conservancy has pre-
served and protected about 1800 acres since it was formed in 2000. 
They are still promoting cooperation between government agencies and the 
private groups to protect natural areas in our Great Lake region! 
Tom was instrumental in the procurement of lands with the Lake Erie Region 

Conservancy. A long time are public land steward, Tom has worked on projects 

like acquiring the land  that became The Bluffs State Park! Tom, as Executive 

Director of the Lake Erie Region Conservancy received a Special Recognition 

Award from the PSA at the 2018 Fall Run Banquet. 

 

https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org/
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Local News 
 

Errol Lim proves you are never too old to enjoy steelhead fishing. The 90 

years young Mr. Lim caught a beautiful 8 lb. Steelhead this fall! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

************************************************************************************************************************************* 

Bill Felege of the West Erie County Emergency Management Agency spoke at our October meeting about 

the need for work on the PFBC roadway on their side of the Elk Creek Access. 

He sent this note to the PSA: 
The driveway repair has started, pot holes are filled, paving roller is packing in the base materials.          
Looks good so far. Thanks to all of you for your help in having the repair action to the driveway being started. 
Have a good week. 
 
Bill Felege.  
**************************************************************************************** 

Thanks to the PFBC Lake Erie fishermen have two  

new fish cleaning stations at their disposal. 

New PSA president John Hall and board member Frank Scicchitano attended the ribbon-cutting ceremony 
Wednesday, October 6th at the Walnut Creek Access Area. Senator Dan Laughlin led the ceremony, where 
one of the two stations is located. The other station is at the North East Marina. 

The first two cleaning stations were funded through the sale of Lake Erie permits after Pennsylvania Legisla-
ture Act 56 of 2020 updated the Fish and Boat Code. The new legislation allows for the expanded use from 
just access, of proceeds from the sale of Lake Erie licenses toward public facilities. 

The stations include power outlets, cutting tables, running water and sinks. Refrigerated storage areas at 
each station allow anglers to properly dispose of fish remains.  Continue on next page 
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The remains will then be recycled for agricultural use. The stations will remain open seasonally from early 
spring through late fall.  The proper disposal of fish remains can also reduce the potential spread of aquatic 
invasive species.   Pictures from the event are below: 
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Member Fish Photos 

 

 

 

Above: Member Rich Sherwin shows off some nice Steelhead from the Wall on Walnut Creek! 

Below member Sam Zacour with some Elk Creek Steelhead! 
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Send your Fish Photos to be published in the TightLines newsletter to:  
info@pasteelhead.com  (with the subject listed as PSA Fish Photo)! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**************************************************************** 

 
Erie Gives  2021 was on  August  10th.  The PA Steelhead Association  re-
ceived $509 from donors that day! 
Remember us on Erie Gives Day 2022. It will be on 8/9/2022, mark it as 
an important fundraiser for the club. Thank you! 

Members and brothers Randy & Sam Zacour  

show off some fresh chrome! 
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Avonia Beach Live Camera Feed is on! 

The Pennsylvania Steelhead Association has 
worked together with SONS of Erie, FishUSA and 
the Fairview Township to install a camera at the 
mouth of Trout Run. It is now operational and has 
gone live! 

We have committed to 1/3 of the cost of the cam-
era and installation. The cost for the cable service 
will be split four ways with SONS, Fish USA, Fair-
view Township and us paying the bill. The cable bill 
will invoiced once yearly. 

Fish USA will be the host platform for the applica-
tion. 

The Avonia Beach Live Camera Feed is a great way for 
area anglers to keep tabs on current water and weather 
conditions at the foot of Avonia Road in Fairview, PA. 
This live feed is sponsored by the PA Steelhead Asso-
ciation, Fairview Township, the SONS of Lake Erie, 
and FishUSA. 

https://www.fishusa.com/avonia-webcam  

 

Bill Felege of the West Erie County Emergency Management Agency spoke at our October meeting about the need 

for work on the PFBC roadway on their side of the Elk Creek Access. 

He sent this note to the PSA: 
The driveway repair has started, pot holes are filled, paving roller is packing in the base materials.          
Looks good so far. Thanks to all of you for your help in having the repair action to the driveway being started. 
Have a good week. 
 

Bill Felege.  

 
 

Last month TightLines printed a link to an article: Experts offer insights on catching steelhead 

trout in Erie, here's what you need to know. 
The article was written by Brian Whipkey a Pennsylvania Outdoor Columnist who was taken fishing and 

showed around our fishery by member and former President Marty Grzasko and member Rich Sherwin. Brian 

was accompanied by his brother-in-law Randy. They sent a thank you with a few accompanying pictures. 

https://www.poconorecord.com/story/sports/outdoors/2021/09/30/experts-offer-insights-catching-guide-steelhead-trout-erie-fishing-

whipkey/5892849001/  

Above is a screenshot of one of the views you can get by click-
ing on the link above from the live web camera at  

Avonia, Trout Run!  

https://www.fishusa.com/avonia-webcam
https://www.fishusa.com/avonia-webcam
https://www.poconorecord.com/story/sports/outdoors/2021/09/30/experts-offer-insights-catching-guide-steelhead-trout-erie-fishing-whipkey/5892849001/
https://www.poconorecord.com/story/sports/outdoors/2021/09/30/experts-offer-insights-catching-guide-steelhead-trout-erie-fishing-whipkey/5892849001/
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Avonia Beach Live Camera  viewing reports for September 2021: 

Member Marty Grzasko sent us this interesting look back at an ad for fishing gear from 1976! 

Total Viewers: 26,565 

Unique Viewers: 11,296 

Bandwidth Usage: 1.01 TB used of 500 GB (100%) 

Average Viewing Time: 0 hours, 5 minutes, 37 seconds 

Total Viewing Time: 2492 hours, 28 minutes, 40 seconds 
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An article written by our own Steelhead aficionado Karl Weixlmann 

entitled The Migration: Where have all the Steelhead Gone?, was pub-

lished in the Oct-Dec 2021 issue of FLY FISHERMAN. This “high-res 2-

page spread—the opening of Karl Weixlmann’s steelhead story” was 

sent to TightLines with permission to use it and this note. 
 

You’re free to include this in the newsletter, and let people know they 
can read the entire article in the Oct-Nov-Dec 2021 issue which is on 
sale now nationwide. They can also subscribe at flyfisherman.com/
subscribe it’s only $10 for a whole year, and they will get access to the 
digital app as well which has all the issues. 
 

Sam . . . when is your next meeting where you all get together? Also, 
what’s your mailing address? 
 

Ross Purnell | Publisher/Editor, Fly Fisherman magazine 
6385 Flank Drive Ste 800, Harrisburg, PA 17112 
O: 717.695.8073|  C: 717.395.8545  |  ross.purnell@outdoorsg.com   

mailto:ross.purnell@outdoorsg.com
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Editor’s Note: Freelance outdoor journalist Alex Ciocca recently sent this note to the PSA: 
“I did an interview with Jim Simonelli on the history of Erie steelheading from the 60s' till present. It's around 2500 words and has a 
few photos, I was wondering if you guys would like to run it as well? It comes at no cost and you are free to run it whenever you'd 
like if you choose to. Just let me know and I can get you a link! Thanks,  Alex Ciocca”  
Here it is! 

The History of Erie Steelheading from the ‘60s till today with Jim 
Simonelli: An Odyssey 

 

By: Alex Ciocca 
Interview edited for clarity 

Photo credit: Jim Simonelli 
 
As the leaves begin to change and the temperature starts to cool off from the dog days of summer, there is 
one thing on the mind of nearly every fisherman in the Tri-state area: migratory lake-run rainbow trout, com-
monly known as steelhead. For the unaware, a steelhead is identical in genetic code to that of the traditional 
native rainbow trout of the Western United States, except that this rainbow trout decided to go on a so-called 
“big adventure”. Typically steelhead are an ocean faring fish, or anadromous as we like to call them, but they 
were historically stocked in the Great Lakes region as a sport fish and will behave exactly like their anadro-
mous cousins but there is no ocean therefore we call them adfluvial.  
 
 
          (Continued next page) 
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Generations of anglers have been making the pilgrimage to the Great Lakes region in hopes that they too will 
be able to dance with this fiery fish, but how did we get to this point and who is responsible for the fishery that 
we know and love? What were the tactics used through time and what was “Steelhead Alley” like in past 
years? Recently I sat down with Jim Simonelli,  past President of the 3-C-U Trout Club, to discuss just that. 
Jim was a prominent figure in the Erie steelheading scene nearly from the beginning and along with some 
other amazing gentlemen played a critical role in creating the wonderful fishery that we have here today. 
 
Alex Ciocca: Tell us a little about yourself and how you first got involved in the Erie steelhead scene.   
 
Jim Simonelli: I moved to Girard, Pennsylvania in 1977 after I left the service to be a little closer to the Elk 
Creek region. Some friends and I were doing trial-style dirt bike riding back then and on a frigid winter day, I 
was riding through the Fairview gravel pits and I saw Bob Hetz leaning over a tank containing all these fish; 
and so I rode over and that was my first experience with steelhead. Back in those days, noodle rods and egg 
sacs were the way to go until I met a fella from the Ohio region's fishery, he was catching them on a fly rod. 
So I strapped a fly reel to my noodle rod and tied on a black wooly bugger and caught my first steelhead on a 
fly, that was around 1971, or so.  
 
AC: Tell us a little about 3CU and how you got involved with the club. 
 
JS: I was involved in the local Trout Unlimited chapter and to break it down, 3CU was formed by four different 
groups, the Northwest chapter of Trout Unlimited, the Wesleyville Conservation Club, the Erie County League 
of Sportsmen, and the Gem City Outdoorsmen club and that’s where you get the three Cs and the U for Trout 
Unlimited. I wanted to be more in touch with my local area and so naturally I slid over to 3CU. At the time, I 
was the director for Gem City Outdoorsmen so I became the representative from Gem City in 3CU. My kids 
were growing up around that time and I used to take them everyday to the raceways to feed the fish and it 
was nice to see it done locally and watch them grow. I’d have to say this was around the year 1980. 
 
AC: 3CU was very important to the initial growth of the fishery and for over fifty years has been supplement-
ing stock. What were those early days like? 
 
JS: It was really a grassroots movement of guys spending their time, money, and concern on something they 
cared deeply about. Without guys like Bob Hetz, Jimmy Dallas, Gordon Bannister, and many others, I sure 
wouldn’t have been able to piggy-back off of them and continue their work. They were the ones responsible 
for trapping the fish on Thomas run and then releasing 750 of them the next year, only keeping fifty for brood 
stock.   
 
These were true salt-of-the-earth type guys and they were proud and protective of their fish. An old funny folk-
lore is the time Jimmy Dallas brought over a bunch of members of the Audubon society to tour the spring fed 
pond where they were raising fry. Upon arrival the members were mortified to see that someone had killed a 
blue heron and hung it over the pond so the maggots would fall off and feed the fish.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo credit: John Fallon 
           (Continued next page) 
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AC: What were the early salmon rearing and stocking efforts like and when did they start showing up in the 
tributaries as fishable runs?  
 
JS: 3CU was given the first coho salmon fry back in about 1968, so you had about a two year lag before we 
started to see them in the tributaries. 3CU’s heart was never in the salmon program so once the state hatch-
ery got online, the salmon program was nearly entirely moved to the hatchery. It was a constant battle in 
those days between 3CU and the PFBC on the way things should be done in regards to the re-breeding of 
the same brood stock. This inevitably led to the collapse of the salmon program in just a short couple years 
as the fish just weren’t coming back.  
 
Fast forward to the ‘80s and we thought something similar was happening with the steelhead and we felt that 
most of the returning fish were 3CU fish and not the state's hatchery fish. So in around the year 1980 there 
was a tagging program implemented on our fish to test that theory. Believe it or not one of our tags was re-
turned from the Salmon River in Pulaski, New York, so he must have gone up the canals or over the falls to 
make it into Lake Ontario and up the Salmon. I think that biology has a lot to do with where the fish returns 
and fish return numbers also, especially males. Will a male force himself to go back to Alaska or will he take 
an easier route down in Washington? With those natural factors in place there is much more variation in the 
gene pool. 
 
Also around that time the PFBC did a scale survey on the fish in an attempt to try and find the most purebred 
steelhead genetics and separate them from the domestic “mutts”. What they found was that there were 27 
different variations of steelhead in our Erie streams. We at 3CU were getting eggs from the Salmon River, 
Upper Michigan, as well as some of the original broodstock from the West Coast region. So we had purebred 
wild steelhead from the original McCloud strain stocking effort from way back in 1881. Back then they had no 
idea what steelhead even were, they knew they were trout but they also knew they behaved like salmon, so 
they called them “salmon trout”. Shortly after the scale survey there was a viral outbreak in the fishery so the 
PFBC wanted to control the broodstock and no longer allowed us to use our egg hatching facility. Instead 
they gave us fry to raise in our raceways, so from that point on 3CU and PFBC fish were one and the same. 
 
It sounded like a good idea at the time, but the consequences were felt within the decade. I have stories of 
taking my son out on opening day of trout on Elk Creek and we’d be fishing over 300 or more fresh spring run 
steelhead. I had a good buddy at that time named John Bowser who was a waterway conservation officer and 
he proposed that we stop stocking brown trout in Elk Creek as we had steelhead all the way from September 
to June. So the long story short we lost some of that diversity in the streams and along with that we lost the 
three seasons steelhead fishery, really the whole dynamics of the fishery changed over that time period. I’m 
not saying that this was the wrong decision and I know the intentions were good, unfortunately in nature 
sometimes the outcome isn’t exactly as desired. I also have no ill will towards the fish commission, they make 
very tough decisions with the data they have and then are forced to wait sometimes years to see the results 
of those decisions.  
 
AC: Let’s talk a little about the angler side of things now. What was the distribution of fly and bait anglers back 
then and did you see any transition over time? 
 
JS: One of the founding members of 3CU, Jerry Honard, was one of the original guys fly-fishing the Erie area. 
There were maybe only a dozen guys at that point in time fly-fishing for steelhead, most guys were using noo-
dle rods and egg sacs. Through the ‘80s fly-fishing started to gain huge popularity though and one of the turn-
ing points for us was when I went down to the Seven Springs Fly-Fishing Symposium in the late ‘80s. I wrote 
a pamphlet titled, “The Guide to Fly-Fishing for Salmon and Steelhead in Lake Erie Tributaries” and the local 
Trout Unlimited paid to have it produced. I went down there and handed out thousands of these pamphlets to 
anyone who walked by the booth. I wanted more people to appreciate the amazing fishery we worked to 
build, but the main point I want to bring up though is that the Erie steelhead scene was predominantly funded 
by bait fishermen.  
 
Not too long after “A River Runs Through It” was released, and shortly after that the internet came out, guys 
were posting about the fishery and sharing experiences. Then I started to see guys from Pittsburgh coming 
up so the news was out, and we definitely saw a transition. So for a period there, it wasn’t 50/50 fly to bait, 
and in fact more fly fishermen than bait. I think we’ve seen the numbers equalize out though and they’re back 

 

          (continued next page) 
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 to mostly 50/50. Now was every fly fisherman a good steward of the sport, I’d say not because along with the 
influx of fly fisherman came some poor attitudes towards other anglers as well as the beginning of privatized 
properties. So we lost a lot of stream access and certain prominent guides of the time pushed for this privati-
zation, when the waters are public we all benefit from them. I’ve always been a very strong advocate for open 
waters, in fact one time a lease holder donated a $1000 check to 3CU and Bob Hetz ripped it up in front of 
everyone. He was adamant that we’re not raising fish for private entities, these are everyone’s fish.  
 
 
For the longest time Elk Creek was literally a dump, a place people would push old cars over the bank to rot. 
So nobody cared about the creek or what was going on back there, it wasn’t until someone waved money at 
them and asked them to post their property so they could take clients out on private water. Our way to give 
back to the community for their generosity was the fruit basket program. We decided one Christmas that 
these landowners were so nice granting us access that we should do something nice for them also, so we 
went out and bought them fruit baskets for the holidays. At one point, we had over 120 properties we were 
giving fruit baskets to. Unfortunately, that number has slid to around 80 as some landowners have decided to 
post their property. Hopefully the PFBC continues to purchase those easements that grant more access to 
fishermen.  
 

              
Photo credit: John Fallon 

 
AC: So with the obvious increase in fishing pressure has it had any effect on the runs and do you think it is a 
sustainable fishery from a harvest standpoint?  
 
JS: I don't think pressure has had any effect on the runs at all, I think the issue with diminishing return on runs 
is a management issue. For instance, if there are 300 fish in a hole and a guy takes his limit, it’s no big deal; 
but if there are only a dozen fish in that hole and he takes his limit then all of a sudden we’re in trouble. So 
really the argument could go both ways, but I think if we have more prolific runs then harvest isn’t an issue. I 
also think the seasonal pressure has changed as well, anglers aren’t spread out over three seasons anymore 
due to the run timing and we are now seeing 75% of the overall pressure solely during fall months. Once you 
start doing the math between the amount of tributaries and the amount of fish running there just isn’t nearly as 
many fish to go around, not to mention what would make a steelhead run Elk rather than Godfrey or Trout 
Run? So like I said I think it is more of a management issue than a harvest issue but I really don’t see it com-
ing back unless we change the management process.   
 
           (continued next page) 
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AC: Are you happy with the current state of the fishery and do you think that the next generation will be 
able to pick up where you left off and continue the fight?  
 
JS: Honestly, I don’t have much faith in the next generation. There will never be another Bob Hetz, he 
gave up his whole life to this fishery. His entire heart and soul was in those fish and I don’t think there is 
another person on the planet that will devote that kind of personal time and money to the fishery. He is 
an absolute saint and I don’t believe there is anyone to replace him. Even in the clubs today, there just 
isn’t the passion or the replacement of the old guard. The younger guys just aren’t interested in going to 
the shows and doing the volunteer work like they used to. In modern times, people typically turn to the 
government and in this instance, the PFBC, and I would have to say you’re going to see more of the 
same then. I’m not knocking the fish commission in any way, by any means, but I think we will see simi-
lar issues in the future that we are in today. Bob dedicated nearly his entire life to this fishery and it was 
his passion, I just don’t see that passion today.  
 
AC: Do you have any suggestions for ways people can get involved to help today? 
 
JS: I’m a big advocate that you can’t expect volunteers to do everything, but you can expect everyone to 
be a volunteer and do something. Some wonderful organizations to volunteer for are 3CU, Gem City 
Outdoorsmen, the PA Steelhead Association, Trout Unlimited, Sons of Lake Erie, and any of the other 
active groups in the Erie watershed.  ~ 
 
 
Photo credits to John Fallon and Jim Simonelli 
 
The PFBC declined an interview request at the time of publication. 
 
About the author: Alex Ciocca is a freelance outdoor journalist in the Pittsburgh region with a serious passion for fly
-fishing, hiking, and camping. He also operates an etsy store where you can find epoxy sealed trout insects from all 
across Pennsylvania. Follow him on Instagram to keep up with the next exciting thing he has going on! 
 
IG: dragfilleddrift 
Etsy IG: the_insect_emporium 
Etsy link: https://www.etsy.com/shop/TheInsectEmporium412 

 

 

https://www.etsy.com/shop/TheInsectEmporium412
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Please pass along 

this Membership 

application to any 

interested Steel-

head fishermen 

that may be inter-

ested in joining 

our Pennsylvania 

Steelhead Associ-

ation! 
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 Angler Creel Survey: Are We Stocking Effectively 

 
What is this? Recently, the Pennsylvania Steelhead Association began working on an  electronic Angler 

Creel Survey. Angler Creel Surveys are very important because the data collected is utilized by officials for 

management decisions regarding fish stockings. When Wildlife Conservation Officers approach you to ask 

about your fishing experience they are conducting a Creel Survey. The PA Steelhead Association’s Angler 

Creel Survey asks a total of 12 questions. It is brief, hyper specific, and not all of those 12 questions are re-

quired. We feel that angler provided data could better aid management decisions going forward. Specifically, 

we hope to adjust fish stockings to better aid the increased angler pressure brought about by the pandemic. We 

are not stealing your spots. We do not ask where on the creek you fished. We simply ask the creek. We are try-

ing to improve fishing for all via angler collected data so that we can make informed management decisions. 

Pennsylvania stocks over one million Steelhead annually. Let’s study where anglers are landing them! 

Why is it important? This is impor tant because without a creel census we cannot lobby to adjust the way 

Steelhead and Brown Trout are stocked. Change starts with you. Remember, we need accurate information in 

order to make informed decisions. If you go fishing and do not catch a fish it is of paramount importance you 

complete a survey indicating such. If you want an even better fishing experience, please fill out a survey every 

time you chase Steelies. If you are already such an awesome fisherman that you never ever get skunked, then 

please contact board member Ari Capotis so that you can teach the membership your ways as our Feature 

Presentation in February [she still needs a speaker for her assigned meeting]. We love fishing. We suspect you 

do too. Please help us improve and maintain our fishery!  

How do I do it? You can find this survey on the PA Steelhead home page. The link is attached under-

neath the Avonia Beach Camera. There is also a QR code that you can scan with your smartphone’s camera—

before you take the picture a tab will drop down from the top of your phone—kindly click it. That tab should 

load the Google Survey. If you have any issues with survey access, please email 

<pasteelheadassociation@gmail.com> and enter a unique subject line, such as, HELP or SURVEY. Thank 

you. 

Please remember, every time you go Steelhead fishing to complete a survey! Even if you did not land one. The 

more data the better, there is already a paper Lake Erie Cooperative Angler Log for data collection on the 

Steelhead Fishery. However, rarely are the logbooks returned and we feel an electronic survey could lend bet-

ter participation. It's Quick, Easy, & Free... Help us to help you!! We want you to catch more Steelhead. Thank 

you for your support of Lake Erie Steelhead fishing! https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSdKLmo_JC_9iTpabsOfHIzSkdXGaEOVWaAFW-Xqume1Lo2kww/viewform 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKLmo_JC_9iTpabsOfHIzSkdXGaEOVWaAFW-Xqume1Lo2kww/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKLmo_JC_9iTpabsOfHIzSkdXGaEOVWaAFW-Xqume1Lo2kww/viewform
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PFBC BOARD APPROVES SINGLE STATEWIDE OPENING DAY OF TROUT SEASON BE-
GINNING IN 2022, ESTABLISHES TROUT SLOT LIMIT PROGRAM, ENCOURAGES LIFE 
JACKET WEAR DURING COLD WEATHER MONTHS       10/25/2021 

 
HARRISBURG, Pa. (October 25) – During its quarterly business meeting held today in Harrisburg, the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission (PFBC) established a single, statewide Opening Day of Trout Season that will occur annually on the first Saturday in 
April beginning in 2022.  

Under this change, which will result in a longer regular season for trout for most anglers, the practice of holding a separate regional 
opening day for Pennsylvania's 18 southeastern counties will no longer occur.  A single, statewide Mentored Youth Trout Day will 
now occur one week prior to the regular statewide opening day. 

Based on this announcement, anglers should plan around the following dates for the 2022 trout season: 

 Saturday, March 26, 2022 – Statewide Mentored Youth Trout Day 

 Saturday, April 2, 2022 – Statewide Opening Day of Trout Season 

In selecting the first Saturday in April as the proposed permanent date for the statewide opening of trout season, the PFBC consid-
ered several factors such as weather, water temperature, stocking and enforcement logistics, and social impacts. 

Fisheries 

As a result of the change to the opening day of trout season, several regulations within the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Code (Title 
58) that reference opening day dates required revisions to reflect the change, simplify language, and provide consistency within the 
regulations.   

The Board approved changes to all language within regulations referencing the opening day of trout so that "first Saturday in April" 
or "opening day of the regular season for trout," is clearly stated where applicable. 

These amendments will go into effect January 1, 2022. 

In addition to amending 58 Pa. Code § 69.12a (Special Regulations Applicable to Lake Erie Tributary Streams) related to the opening 
day of trout season, the Board also approved an amendment to 58 Pa. Code § 69.12 (Seasons, Sizes and Creel Limits—Lake Erie, 
Lake Erie Tributaries and Presque Isle Bay Including Peninsula Waters) that would modify the start of the opening day of trout sea-
son as well as daily creel and minimum size limits for both Rainbow Trout (steelhead) and Lake Trout.  Currently, the daily creel and 
size limits for trout during the regular season of trout (8:00 a.m. on the opening day of trout season through Labor Day) are five 
trout per day (combined species), only two of which may be Lake Trout, greater than or equal nine inches in length.  Under the 
amendment, the daily limit will remain at five trout during this period, only two of the fish may be a Lake Trout, and the minimum 
size limit would be increased to 15 inches for Rainbow Trout and Lake Trout.  It should be noted that amending the daily creel limit 
and minimum size of Rainbow Trout and the minimum size limit for Lake Trout will not impact the creel or size limit for Brown Trout, 
which is a popular put-and-take fishery during the months of April and May.  Then, during the extended season for trout (the day 
after Labor Day until 12:01 a.m. to the Friday before the opening day of trout), the daily creel limit would be reduced to three trout, 
only two of which may be a Lake Trout, and the minimum size limit for all trout and salmon is 15 inches.  These changes to the sea-
son and creel and size limits will provide for greater simplicity to regulations and optimize the trophy component of the steelhead 
fishery.  The amendments will go into effect January 1, 2022.  

(ED. Note: Commissioner Dan Pastore further clarified the language: “All the proposed changes passed with the exception of reduc-
ing the creel limit for Lake Trout, which remained at 2. So for steelhead, the creel limit will be 3 all year, rather than 3 during the 
extended season and 5 during the regular trout season. In addition, the minimum size will be 15” at all times.”) 

 

Cold Weather Life Jacket Requirement 

 Executive Director Tim Schaeffer reminded anglers and boaters of the upcoming mandatory cold weather life jacket requirement, 
which is effective annually from November 1 through April 30.  During this time, all boaters on boats under 16 feet in length, includ-
ing all canoes, kayaks, and paddleboards, are required to wear a life jacket. 

"To date in 2021, we have had nine boating fatalities in Pennsylvania," Schaeffer said.  "Statistically, around 80-percent of victims of 
fatal boating accidents each year were not wearing life jackets, which means many of these tragedies could have been prevent-
ed.  Whether you are fishing or hunting from a boat this fall, ice fishing this winter, or fishing early next spring, please always wear 
your life jacket." 

 

https://www.fishandboat.com/Boat/BoatingRegulations/Pages/MandatoryPFD.aspx#:~:text=a%20person%20shall%20wear%20a%2cor%20any%20canoe%20or%20kayak.
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Gill Lice: What & Where 
By: Ariadne Capotis 

 

I have always been a curious individual. Sometimes this trait instigates issues, a good 

part of the time I never find what I am looking, and every so often it teaches me a vast amount 

about an uncommonly interesting subject. Below are some pictures with accompanying infor-

mation that I hope will promote discussion.  

Gill Lice is an aquatic parasite that, in the adult stage, is apparent in the form of small, 

whitish tubular growths throughout the gills and mouth of infected fish. There are different 

species of gill lice and resultantly have different species of host. Gill Lice—is it awful? Should 

we be worried? The short answer: it depends on the species under attack. Apparently, Steel-

head (Lake-run Rainbow Trout in Pennsylvania’s case) do just fine with Gill Lice. Brook Trout 

cannot endure with Gill Lice & in addition to serious concern surrounding climate change, 

Pennsylvania’s State Fish now has to battle a near-invisible enemy. There is a plan in action for 

trying to contain Gill Lice in Pennsylvania. There are a few PowerPoints and articles available 

on the department website. I have read what is available and I akin their attempts to our depart-

ment of agriculture’s attempts to stop the Emerald Ash Borer or even the Woolly Adelgid—

ultimately unsuccessful. I had no idea Gill Lice had found its way to Lake Er ie tr ibutar -

ies until recently.  All in all, they have documented 6 streams in Erie County with noted Gill 

Lice in their rainbows. The P.F.B.C. notes if the fish have lice, we make sure they go to a place 

that as well has lice, but if all of the lucky survivors make it to the lake for the summer there is 

no quarantine. If any of you have further questions regarding the protocol for handling fish 

with confirmed Gill Lice, please feel free to enquire by calling the PA fish and Boat Fish 

Health Unit at (814) 353-2223. 

For those curious, such as myself, you can 

still consume a Steelhead with Gill Lice and it is 

the same health advisory provided by the P.F.B.C.

— “Trout stocked from Pennsylvania Fish and 

Boat Commission state fish hatcheries are subject 

to the blanket one-meal-per-week consumption ad-

visory that applies to recreationally caught sport 

fish in Pennsylvania (Commonwealth of Pennsyl-

vania Public Health Advisory 2021 Fish Consump-

tion).”   

 

 

 

 
Here are pictures of two fish I have caught that suffered from Gill Lice. 

Both were smoked and consumed. I feel fine and stand by my child-

hood mindset that Steelhead are for sport, not consumption   
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Bibliography: 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Public Health Advisory 2021 Fish Consumption. Edited by Pennsylvania 
Fishing Summary/Boating Handbook, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, 2021, pfbc.pa.gov/
fishpub/summaryad/sumconsumption.pdf.  

 

 

“A river is water is its loveliest form, rivers 
have life and sound and movement and in-
finity of variation, rivers are veins of the 
earth through which the lifeblood returns to 
the heart.”  

-      Roderick Haig-Brown 
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Featured Fly 
From the “Fly by Night Guy”  
 

The White Marabou Streamer Pattern

Description: I like the movement marabou gives flies. I also like The White 
Zonker which was developed by Dan Byford of Colorado when he needed a bait 
fish fly with movement or action. It became a very popular fly for still water fish-
erman for trout, steelhead, bass and many other sport fish. This fly is now about 
40 years old and is still catching fish. The design incorporates a rabbit fur strip 
secured along the top of a Mylar tube body. When I saw the White Marabou 
Streamer on the Gink and Gasoline site demonstrated by Dan Flynn it caught my 
attention. A white streamer like the zonker but with marabou to add the move-
ment. It sounded like a good combo, so here we go.  
 
Silver braid is often used as the body. I also tried experimenting with silver Uni-
French Embo, white or pearl braid, or sparkle braid, depending on the look and 
profile you want. The strip of Marabou is usually tied so that it extends to about 1" 
past the hook bend.  
 

Fly Type: Fished as a streamer  
Target Species: Steelhead, Trout, Bass, Pan fish  
Recommended Region: Anywhere in small streams, r ivers, still lakes, ponds, etc.  
Imitation: Baitfish imitation: minnows, sculpin, etc. 
 
 

Material List:  
 
Hook: Tiemco 5263, Mustad R73-9671 (or any 2X heavy, 3X long shank, down eye streamer hook, sizes #2-#10) 

Thread: Red and Black 6/0 
Tag: Red thread  
Weight: .020 lead wire (8 to 10 wraps) 
Tail: Yellow or  gold feathers from a pheasant neck (or  
substitute yellow hackle fibers ) 
Body: silver  braid (exper iment with silver  Uni-French 
Embo, white or pearl braid, or sparkle braid) 
Underwing: Unstacked sparse red bucktail 
Flash: Peacock or  Pear l Krystal flash over  the bucktail 
Wing: White Marabou plume (so tip of feather  extends 
just beyond the flash ) 
Throat: Yellow or  gold feathers from a pheasant neck  
Back/wing topping: Peacock her l (3 Strands) 
Head: Formed with black thread  
 
 

The addition lead wire helps the fly get down deeper and 
positioning the lead wraps a little forward of mid-shank 
allows the fly to ride the water in the best position. I will 
probably tie a few with a black tungsten bead as well. 

 

 

Below is a link to a video on tying this pattern: 

https://www.ginkandgasoline.com/gink-gasoline-fly-patterns/tie-the-white-marabou-streamer/  

 
 
             (continued next page) 
 

http://www.flytyingforum.com/index.php?act=flysearch&target=Steelhead
https://www.ginkandgasoline.com/gink-gasoline-fly-patterns/tie-the-white-marabou-streamer/
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Tying Instructions: 
 

1.  Pinch down the barb and tie in the red tag. Switch to your black thread and build a base. Add 12 wraps of .020 lead wire. At-
tach the red thread to the hook and build up a bit against the lead on both sides, so it doesn't slip around (I like to add a drop of 
glue here). Wind the thread back and forth to cover most of the lead wraps. Our Lake Erie Emerald shiners are small, slender 
fish, so try to keep a thin profile. 

 
2.  Move the thread back on the shank to the point above the barb and tie in the short yellow tail feathers above the tag. 
 
3.  Cut a section of silver braid long enough to wrap the shank as even as 

possible.  
 
4.  Tie in the red bucktail – unstacked and uneven on top of the hook shank 

sparsely.  
 
5.  Tie in a half dozen pieces of peacock Krystal flash on top of the bucktail. 
 

6.  Cut your white marabou plume free, wet it slightly to make it easier to 

work with. Tie it in just behind the hook eye so the feather ends just be-

yond the bucktail and flash. Use a few more tight thread wraps over the 

old wraps and you can add a touch of glue here if you like. 

7.  Add the yellow throat feathers to the bottom of the hook shank and cut off 

excess.   

8.  Tie in the topping of 3 peacock herl on top of the marabou. 

9. A couple of tight wraps to anchor it before you cut away the excess herl. Build a smooth thread head to cover the Marabou 

and herl and whip finish.  Allow it doesn’t call for it, I am sure you can apply a bit of glue or UV resin to build a shiny head. 

       
The undulating motion of the marabou wing has worked for me to hook steelhead in other streamers, so I am hopeful that this too is 
irresistible to the fish.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes, I added eyes to one, just because I like eyes! 
 
 
If any Steelhead Association members have questions about a fly or wish to see a fly featured in this column of the newsletter send an 

email to info@PaSteelhead.com with “Fly by Night Guy” in the subject line!    S. Zacour 
 

 

mailto:info@PaSteelhead.com
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Artistic Fly Tying 

www.artisticflytying.com 

 

 

 

 
 

My Passion for tying the classic   

Atlantic Salmon Fly.    Thomas Herr 

P. O. Box 29577  

  Parma, OH 

44129 

www.ohiosteelheaders.com 

http://www.follysend.com/flystore.html 

Save Our Native Species Inc. 
S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie Fishing Club 

(A 501 C (3) not for profit organization) 
 

Mail: PO Box 3605 

Erie, Pennsylvania 16508 

http://sonsoflakeerie.org/ 

Phone/Fax: 814-453-2270 

Email: sonslakeri@aol.com  

Fish Man  

Guide Services 

814-392-7856 
jbfish1@comcast.net 

 

A Founding Father of  

the PA Steelhead Association 

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS!  Click on links below to visit their site. 

Brett Staley: I’m a PA licensed guide (# 1052) with a passion for teach-
ing others. I specialize in all your lake run species targeting Steelhead 
and Brown trout in - PA - OHIO - and NEW YORK. With 25 years experi-
ence let me help you land that fish of a lifetime . 

EASY RISERS GANG 
http://Www.easyrisersgang.com/ 

 

(724) 263-9252 
 

Email: mad84angler@aol.com 
 

Facebook page:  
 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=easy%20risers%
20gang 

 
 

FishUSA Regular Customer Service Hours:  
 

Monday - Friday: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm ET 
 

Saturday : 9:00 am - 4:00 pm ET;  Sunday: Closed 
 

Website:  https://www.fishusa.com/  Phone: 800-922-1219 

Dailey Supply 
1524 French St 
Erie, PA  16501 
(814) 833-7227 

 Lifting solutions 

 Moving & Material 

handling  

 Storage             

(814) 833-7227  
http://www.daileysupply.com 

Contact a Sales Rep:      
Jeff@DaileySupply.com 
Mike@DaileySupply.com 

Fly Fishing Instruction 

Gary Kell The Fly Fishing Coach 

https://www.facebook.com/

theflyfishingcoach/ 

 

Fly Fishing Instructor and Orvis Endorsed.  
Our focus is to provide a quality fishing 
 experience that exceeds the angler's  
expectations, to customize trips for all  
levels of anglers, and to share our love  
and appreciation for the beautiful  
watersheds of Central PA and the Erie Tributaries.   
#www.flyfishingjulieszur.com  

https://www.facebook.com/julie.szur  

flyfishjulie@gmail.com  

 Julie Szur 

Phone: 814-706-2506  

On Stream Instruction, 
Private Lessons, 
Fly Fishing Schools & Clin-
ics.  

Located in Warren, PA. 

The gateway to the Penn-

sylvania Wilds &  

the Allegheny National For-

est. 

http://www.ohiosteelheaders.com
http://www.follysend.com/flystore.html
http://sonsoflakeerie.org/
mailto:jbfish1@comcast.net
http://Www.easyrisersgang.com/
mailto:mad84angler@aol.com
https://www.fishusa.com/
mailto:Jeff@DaileySupply.com
mailto:Mike@DaileySupply.com
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach/
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach/
http://www.flyfishingjulieszur.com/?fbclid=IwAR1Y-qysNCOjXZ9-FljQ6XKn_FBfGzoVuzICkDwG-rH28oIJ3s_-n8UVfGE
https://www.facebook.com/julie.szur
mailto:julieaszur@gmail.com
tel:814-706-2506

