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A Not For Profit  501(C)3 Corporation 
 

PO Box 8892 Erie, PA 16505 
www.pasteelhead.com 
info@pasteelhead.com 

Meetings 

The PA Steelhead Association  typically holds meet-
ings each month except May, June, July and Decem-
ber at 7:00 PM on the second Wednesday of the 
month .  Most meetings are held  at the American 
Legion Post 773.   The Legion is located at 4109 West 
12th Street  (State Route 5), just east of the Erie Air-
port.  Meetings are now starting at 7:00PM. 
We meet in the banquet room to the left when you 
walk in. We encourage members and the public alike 
to attend and share their views and opinions. Meet-
ings focus on items pertaining to the mission of the 
club, fundraising events, and local public and political 
issues affection our fisheries. The PFBC is often repre-
sented at our meetings for reports and questions. 
To all of our new members, welcome! 
The Monthly in person Membership 
Meeting on Weds. October 12th, 2022 is 
being supplemented with Zoom capabili-
ties . 
See link in box below! 

The views expressed by the authors 
of articles contained in this news-
letter are not necessarily the view of 
the PA. Steelhead Association. 
  Edited by S. Zacour 

A PUBLICATION OF THE PA STEELHEAD ASSOCIATION 

 

October 2022 

A Letter from the President  
 

Happy Fall Run! 
 

With last week’s deluge blowing out Erie County creeks and opening the door 

to the fall run, it’s official – the run is on! 

The PSA Fall Run Picnic was held on Saturday September 24 at Pleasant Ridge 

Park and turned out to be perfectly timed and magnificently put together by 

Chris Larson and the entire events committee. We had over 100 people in 

attendance and thoroughly enjoyed getting together and celebrating 2 great 

members of out steelhead community, Frank Scicchitano and Don Clayton. 

Memory Lane 

It’s been a year since I stepped into this role as President of the PSA and lucky 

for me, I inherited an amazing group of directors. I’d like to think we’ve covered 

some ground in that time and put a few points on the board. We restructured 

our membership fees and added Senior, Military and Youth levels, in the pro-

cess increasing our total active membership by 21%. We formed several stand-

ing committees like the Angler Survey Committee and the Events Committee 

that have been continually engaged and accomplished some amazing things, 

with more to come. We launched the fall season with our first ever East-side 

meeting and are busy looking for east-side and west-side stream enhancement 

projects. We put together a blockbuster slate of guest speakers for our general 

meetings and even have a bonus presentation coming from George Daniel in 

November. We still have a lot of work to do and welcome additional involve-

ment by our members, on committees, at projects and as future directors.  

October meeting 

Local steelhead guide and charter captain Paul Krott will be our featured guest 
at the October meeting. His presentation will focus on how to make use of the 
USGS stream gages to enhance our fishing experience. (I’m sure he’ll have a few 
other surprises as well!) 
We look forward to seeing you all at the October meeting at the American Le-
gion. (Note: this meeting will also be available via Zoom). 
 
Tight lines always, 

John Hall 

President – PA Steelhead Association 
 

Topic: PSA General Membership Meet-

ing - October 2022 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/81084538949?

pwd=anRZMG1GQkE3Y092SWZmU

zRkQlQvUT09 
 

Meeting ID: 810 8453 8949 

Passcode: 257378 

https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org/
https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org
mailto:info@pasteelhead.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81084538949?pwd=anRZMG1GQkE3Y092SWZmUzRkQlQvUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81084538949?pwd=anRZMG1GQkE3Y092SWZmUzRkQlQvUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81084538949?pwd=anRZMG1GQkE3Y092SWZmUzRkQlQvUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81084538949?pwd=anRZMG1GQkE3Y092SWZmUzRkQlQvUT09
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New Erie County WCO’s & Region offices Contact Info: 
 

Sgt. Jim Smolko: 814-572-0078 
 

Tyler Soety 
Eastern Erie 814-722-8643 
 

Matt Visosky 
Central Erie 814-573-3638 

 

Dave Knight 
814-933-7223 

 

Walnut Creek Access 

814-833-2464 
(Note: The Walnut Creek office is the best # to call to report  

poachers since they know who is working and where.) 
 

NW Regional Office: 814-337-0444 

 

Presenting at the Sept. 14 member-
ship meeting was Don Benczkowski. 
Don gave a talk on the “high water 
mark” and tried to decode the crazy 
Pennsylvania laws on beach access. 
See pages 10 & 11 for Power Point 
highlights and summary. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PSA Board of Directors  

and Officers  
 

 Name                          Office    
 

  John Hall                     President     

  Chris Larson               Vice President           

  Chris Fatica                Treasurer                

  Dan Beck                    Secretary    
 

  Board Members 
 

Ariadne Capotis Roger Latimer  
Ryan Novatnack   Marie Scalera         
Skip Simmons Karl Weixlmann     
Sam Zacour    

Click on symbols to get to 

the Pennsylvania Steel-

head Associations Web 

page & Facebook page! 

 

The purpose and objectives of the Association shall be to enhance and preserve the steelhead fishery in 

Pennsylvania including: 

• improving public access for steelhead fishing,  

• encouraging private landowners to maintain public access for steelhead fishing, 

• implementing stream enhancement and habitat improvement projects for steelhead, and  

• assisting nonprofit organizations which operate nurseries for spawning or raising steel head, or 

which acquire land or access easements for steelhead fishing, or which engage in activities which com-

plement the purposes and activities of the PA Steelhead Association. 

  Sam Beachy David Paul 

  Elizabeth Ellis Lawrence Furlong 

  Randy Graham Ed Kopay 

  Lori Merriman Todd Propst 

  Matthew Retkowski Robert Scheib 

  Andrew Williams William Yakshe 

  Aaron Yoho 

 

The PSA would like to introduce and 

welcome the following new members:  

https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org/
https://www.facebook.com/tcfarrell
https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org/
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PA Steelhead Association Fall Run Picnic 2022 
 

For the first time in 3 years the PA Steelhead Association had a social gathering to share fish tales and to honor 2 of its members --- 
Don Clayton and Frank Scicchitano.  It was held at Pleasant Ridge Park Pavilion in Fairview Township on Saturday, September 24th.   
 
By all accounts it was an enjoyable event.  Almost 100 people attended on a nice autumn day.  Corn hole games, a fly-tying table by 
Tim Weeks, a wood fire in the fire pit, bidding on Silent Auction items, and a demonstration of Tenkara fishing by Derek Catchot 
(The FunGuyD, LLC) kept everyone entertained until supper time.  The event was catered by Teresa’s Deli. 
 
The highlight of the evening was award presentations to Don Clayton (PSA Unsung 
Hero) and Frank Scicchitano (PSA Angler Award).  Two amazing men who even at 
the age of 82 (Don) and 90 (Frank) don’t seem to be slowing down much.  It was 
noted that both men keep themselves moving, enjoy the outdoors, have a lot of 
friends, and pursue an activity that they are passionate about --- namely working to 
preserve our local Steelhead fishery.  The secret to a long life?   
 
Don Clayton was recognized for his almost 30 years of work with 3-C-U.  His largely 
unseen and tireless dedication to helping manage 3-C-U’s cooperative nurseries in 
western Erie County was praised.  It was estimated that Don has helped raised well 
over a million steelhead and brown trout through his work in 3-C-U.  His daughter, 
Peggy, talked fondly about her dad and then he was presented with a plaque honor-
ing his achievements.  
 

Frank Scicchitano was recognized for his over 40 years of involvement and service in the PSA and 3
-C-U.  Marty Grzasko told some stories about Frank and talked about his accomplishments for sev-
eral minutes.  One thing that Frank is well-known for is selling 3-C-U buttons at Trout Run and the 
“Wall” on Walnut Creek.  He is known as the “Button Man” by many as he peddles 3-C-U buttons 
early in the morning at his favorite fishing spots.  Frank’s son, Tony, then had some heart-felt com-
ments about his dad.  Frank was then presented with his plaque.  He was also presented with a 
fishing cap that had his favorite saying embroidered on it: “It’s not the catch, it’s the Quest.” 
 
Another highlight of the evening was the guest appearance of Bob Hetz, co-founder of 3-C-U.  A 
delightful surprise for everyone in attendance, but especially so for Frank and Don who have both 
known and worked with Bob for many years. 
 
Another guest appearance was by John Bodner, one of the co-founders of the PA Steelhead Asso-
ciation. 
 
Following the award presentations, the silent auction 

winners were announced.  There was quite a variety of items auctioned.  Two spinning 
rods and reels, 2 Tenkara rods, a fly rod and reel combo, a stay at Segreto Bello 
(private lodge on 16 Mile Creek), fishing books, a Patagonia pack with a tackle box of 
flies, gift cards to eating establishments and tackle shops, and so on.  Jack Barr bought 
the winning raffle ticket for the Jeff Blood fly rod worth $500. 
 
It was a fun evening for all.  A great lead-in to the upcoming Fall steelhead run which 
we hope will be as great as last year. 
 
A big Thank You to all of the generous sponsors to the Fall Run Picnic!  See the accom-
panying Sponsor Board with the list of all who donated to this year’s event. 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended the Picnic. 
 
Thank you to the PA Steelhead Association Board for their fantastic support of this 
endeavor. 
 
     (Continued next Page) 
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A big thank you goes to the PSA Events Committee for their tireless 
work to put this whole thing together.  The Committee members are:  
Roger Latimer, Marie Scalera, Kenneth Bownes, Dan Beck, Frank Scic-
chitano (who was deliberately excluded from a lot of the planning), 
and myself. 
 
Chris Larson 

Continued next page 
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Continued next page 
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More Picnic pictures! 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

The PA Steelhead Association is in the early stages of starting the huge task of consolidating old digital 
documents! 
If you were actively involved in the past and have copies of digital documents and could share them, 
please let us know by sending an email to:  
info@pasteelhead.com, with “Old PSA documents” in the subject line! 
Thanks for your consideration of this as it will be a lot of work to organize. 

mailto:info@pasteelhead.com
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October Angler Survey Update 
By: Ariadne Capotis 

 

Happy Autumn! It is an exciting time of year. Steelhead are making 

their way up our tributaries, anglers are lining The Wall at Walnut, and some of 

you are invading the woods for your favorite month of the year in Pennsylva-

nia. Please remember to be safe during your outdoor pursuits, whatever they 

may be. If you can, please also remember to complete a Steelhead Angler Sur-

vey each time you fish for Steelhead in Erie County. The PA Steelhead Associ-

ation released a Steelhead Angler Survey in November of 2021. It has since 

been updated and enhanced for the 2022-2023 Steelhead season.  

 Once October officially starts, the winning September survey participant 

will receive an email asking for their preferred t-shirt size. Participants that 

complete the survey, and ask to participate in the raffle, will be entered into a 

monthly drawing for a PSA t-shirt and hat. Please complete surveys whether you successfully catch fish or not—

all data is important to tracking the fishery.  

 Lastly, 20 additional signs advertising the survey are on the way from SignsNow Erie! Thank you 

SignsNow for working with us, we sincerely appreciate it. Currently, 8 signs are posted along Elk Creek adver-

tising the angler survey; two were stolen from the Legion Hole Parking lot. Please do not steal or vandalize the 

signs—we are trying to preserve and enhance the fishery with the data collected.  

For those of you curious if, “the run has really started,” please take a look at some of the data! There have been 

26 submissions since the start of September. 16 of 26 anglers landed a Steelhead, and of those 16 a number of 

those anglers caught more than 1 Steelhead. Please do not submit your best day from several years ago—we 

want live data, from this season. Thank you. If you had a really phenomenal fishing day awhile ago, I encourage 

you to write about it and submit it to Sam Zacour to be published in our next newsletter, thank you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           (Continued next page) 
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***************************************************************** 
 

The Reading Room 
 

For members to recommend Books/Novels related to fishing and/or the great outdoors, fic-
tion and nonfiction.  

“Mist on the River (an anglers quest for Steelhead)” by Michael Checchio.  (St. Martin’s 

Publishing Group). This is available at the county library, a great read. 

 

Steelhead Dreams: The Theory, Method, Science and Madness of Great Lakes Steelhead 

Fly-Fishing. By Matthew Supinski, Frank Amato Publications; 2nd edition (October 1, 2013)   

 

If you would like to share a book title that you think would interest others email it to:  

info@pasteelhead.com, with “Reading Room Suggestions”, in the subject line! 

Hopefully we will be able to start a regular page of The Reading Room. 
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Highlights of Don Benczkowski presentation on: Public Access in Lake Erie for the  

Pennsylvania Steelhead Association membership meeting -September 14, 2022  

  

Introduction 
 

 What is public access? 

 The Public Trust Doctrine 

 Navigable Waterways 

 Areas protected for public use 

 Protected activities 

 Right of the public to access PA waterways 

 - Recreation  

 - Navigation 

 - Commerce 

 Has implications for access to waterways and their shorelines 

 Includes public lands (parks, boat launches, etc.) and shorelines of navigable waters 

 

Public Trust Doctrine 

 Holds that the government retains control (in trust) of natural resources to the benefit of the public 

 Applies to all lands below high tide (Mean High High-Water) or ordinary high water on non-tidal waterbodies 

 Has its beginnings in Common Law 

 - Established by precedent and custom, rather than by statute 

 Further strengthened in Article 1, Section 27 of the PA Constitution 

 Article 1, Section 27 of the PA Constitution: 

- The people have a right to clean air, pure water, and to the preservation of the natural. scenic, Historic and esthetic 
values of the environment. Pennsylvania’s public natural resources are the common property of all the people. in-
cluding generations yet to come. As trustee of these resources, the Commonwealth shall conserve and maintain 
them for the benefit of all the people. 

 Enshrined the Public Trust Doctrine as a constitutional right for all Pennsylvanians. 

 

Navigable Waterways 

 Public Access rights are limited to waterways that are “navigable-in-fact” 

 - Currently used or have a history of use for commerce 

 Most (not all) streams in PA have a history of commerce (logging, coal) that make them “navigable”. 

 Public access is protected up to the high-water mark 

 No question that Lake Erie is navigable 

 

Areas Protected for Public Use 
 

 Publicly-owned lands designated for recreation 

 Privately-owned lands with easements or deed restrictions 

 All submerged lands of the Commonwealth 

 Shoreline areas below/lakeward of the Ordinary High-Water-Mark 

 (Continued next page) 
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 Ordinary High-Water Mark in Lake Erie: 

 - 573.4 ft. International Great Lakes Datum 1985  

 - IGLD 85 174.8 m  

 How do I know where that is on the beach? 

 *You don’t! 

 Current Lake Erie Water Level can give a basis for an estimate:  
https://www.glerl.noaa.gov/data/wlevels/#observations 
https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/stationhome.html?id=9063038  

 

 

Protected Activities 
Between high and low water: 

 - Conveyance – you can walk through the area 

 - Similar to a sidewalk on private property 

 - Fishing 

 - Boating 

 - Swimming 

 

Discouraged Activities 
  Between high and low water: 

 - Open fires and BBQs 

 - Excavating for beach glass or artifacts 

 - General loitering 

 - Fireworks 

 - ATVs 

 - Parties 

 - Fornication ~ 

https://www.glerl.noaa.gov/data/wlevels/
https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/stationhome.html?id=9063038
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Send us your Fish Photos! 

We would love to publish your Steelhead fishing photos in our monthly news-

letter. Please send photos to:   

info@pasteelhead.com with “Fish Pic for TightLines” in subject area!      

 Send in your seasons best steelhead pic! 

 

 
 

NO ONE SENT IN A STEELHEAD PICTURE! So I 

borrowed one from Paul Krott’s  Facebook 

page! Hope he doesn’t mind! 

Come on folks, send in your fish pics! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Are you new to Steelhead fishing and would like some help? 

 

If you are a PA Steelhead Association member who is very new to the sport of steelhead fish-
ing and is looking for some help, please contact any of the PSA Officers or Board members.  
We would like to create a “buddy” system where novice anglers get paired up with more expe-
rienced fisherpersons who will share some tips and pointers to help get the newbies started in 
the right direction.   
 

     Chris Larson 
*************************************************************************************************************************** 

 

CALL TO ACTION - MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE BEING FORMED 
 

As announced in the President’s letter last month, the Directors of the PA Steelhead Associa-
tion have approved formation of several standing committees. 
The MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE is chaired by John Hall.  This committee will need several gen-
eral members from the association to fulfill its purpose. If you are interested in being a mem-
ber of this committee, please send an email to directors@pasteelhead.com with the subject 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE INTEREST. Include your contact info. 

mailto:directors@pasteelhead.com
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Above is a screenshot of one of the views you can get by 
clicking on the link above left from the live web camera at  

Avonia, Trout Run!  

  Erie Gives Day 2022 Results 
 

 The final results are in for Erie Gives Day 2022. Overall, it was anoth-
er highly successful day raising funds for Erie County non-profits. The PSA 
was a listed non-profit for the second year in a row, and, fortunately, we re-
ceived more donations than in 2021. This year, the PSA received a check to-
taling $542.82!! Those funds will go directly toward furthering our mission to 
preserve and enhance the Pennsylvania Steelhead Fishery. Thank you to those 
that donated! Please be on the lookout for some mail, and TIGHT LINES. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Silent Auction Items Available from the Fall Run Picnic 
 

Two motel stay gift certificates received no bids during the PSA Fall Run Picnic this past Saturday.  One is for a 

2 night stay and the other for a 1 night stay.  Both motel rooms are furnished with 2 beds.   

One motel is not far from Walnut Creek.  The other motel is a short drive from Elk and Crooked Creeks. 

The gift certificates will be given away for free.  If you know someone who is traveling a long distance to fish 

for steelhead and is looking for overnight accommodations, then have them contact me.     

Email: celarson@hotmail.com 

Cell: 814-460-5969 

Chris Larson  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Links to Fishing/Conservation/Pollution articles of interest: 
 

https://www.ginkandgasoline.com/fly-fishing-tips-technique/swinging-steelhead-flies-for-trout/ 
 

https://www.hatchmag.com/articles/have-fundamentals-fly-casting-changed-over-time/7715192 
 
https://www.hatchmag.com/articles/patagonia-founder-yvon-chouinard-gives-away-company/7715558 
 
https://troutbitten.com/2019/05/26/fly-fishing-tips-54-dont-let-a-good-bite-teach-bad-habits/  
 
https://ijc.org/en/warming-waters-help-invasive-lamprey-survive-lampricide-treatments  
 
https://www.tu.org/magazine/conservation/no-constituency-for-orange-rivers/  
 
 

FALL, WINTER TROUT STOCKING TO BEGIN OCTOBER 3!      09/29/2022 
HARRISBURG, Pa. (September 29) – The summer season may be winding to a close, 
but some fantastic trout fishing opportunities are approaching on dozens of Pennsylva-
nia waterways this fall and winter. 

Beginning the week of October 3, 2022, and continuing through mid-December, the 
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) will stock approximately 116,000 hatch-
ery raised adult Rainbow, Brown, and Brook Trout in more than 100 streams and 
lakes.  These stockings will immediately replenish some of the most popular fishing 
spots across the Commonwealth and provide ice fishing opportunities as conditions al-
low throughout the winter. 

https://www.ginkandgasoline.com/fly-fishing-tips-technique/swinging-steelhead-flies-for-trout/
https://www.hatchmag.com/articles/have-fundamentals-fly-casting-changed-over-time/7715192
https://www.hatchmag.com/articles/patagonia-founder-yvon-chouinard-gives-away-company/7715558
https://troutbitten.com/2019/05/26/fly-fishing-tips-54-dont-let-a-good-bite-teach-bad-habits/
https://ijc.org/en/warming-waters-help-invasive-lamprey-survive-lampricide-treatments
https://www.tu.org/magazine/conservation/no-constituency-for-orange-rivers/
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Avonia Beach Live Camera Feed is on! 

 
The Pennsylvania Steelhead Association has worked 
together with SONS of Erie, FishUSA and the Fairview 
Township to install a camera at the mouth of Trout 
Run. It is now operational and has gone live! 

We have committed to 1/3 of the cost of the camera 
and installation. The cost for the cable service will be 
split four ways with SONS, Fish USA, Fairview Town-
ship and us paying the bill. The cable bill will invoiced 
once yearly. 

Fish USA will be the host platform for the application. 
The Avonia Beach Live Camera Feed is a great way for ar-
ea anglers to keep tabs on current water and weather con-
ditions at the foot of Avonia Road in Fairview, PA. This live 
feed is sponsored by the PA Steelhead Association, Fair-
view Township, the SONS of Lake Erie, and FishUSA. 

https://www.fishusa.com/avonia-webcam  

  

 

********************************************************************************* 

Next meeting is scheduled as an in person meeting, at 7:00PM  

at the Millcreek American Legion on October 12th, 2022.  

Zoom capabilities will be available as well. 
 

PSA General Membership Meeting - October 2022  ( For Zoom presentation, see be-
low) 
 
Most monthly meeting will be in person AND Zoom session. 
Join Zoom Meetings by clicking this link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81084538949?pwd=anRZMG1GQkE3Y092SWZmUzRkQlQvUT09 
Meeting ID: 810 8453 8949  Passcode: 257378 

********************************************************************************* 
 

Children of a culture born in a water-rich environment, we have 

never really learned how important water is to us. We under-

stand it, but we do not respect it.  

— (William Ashworth, Nor Any Drop to Drink)  

Above is a screenshot of one of the views you can get by 

clicking on the link to the left from the live web camera at  

Avonia, Trout Run! 

https://www.fishusa.com/avonia-webcam
https://www.fishusa.com/avonia-webcam
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81084538949?pwd=anRZMG1GQkE3Y092SWZmUzRkQlQvUT09
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Fall 2022-Spring 2023 Membership Meetings and Speakers – Master List UPDATED AS OF 8.16.2022 

 

NOTE: Virtual Presentations (Zoom) are in Yellow 

*see page 16 for more info on the speakers 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
 

 

Extended Trout Season Regulations 
Trout that are stocked during fall and winter can be fished for immediately.  Anglers ages 
16 and older must have a valid Pennsylvania fishing license and trout permit.  During the 
extended trout season (September 6 – December 31, 2022, and January 1 - February 20, 
2023), the daily creel limit is three trout of combined species with a minimum size of sev-
en inches, unless a water is managed under special regulations.  2022 fishing licenses 
and permits can be purchased online at Fishandboat.com or by visiting one of the nearly 
700 retail license issuing agents. 

In October alone, the PFBC will stock approximately 86,200 trout into 90 waters, including 
52 lakes and 38 stream sections, including 11 Keystone Select Trout Waters, which are managed under Delayed Har-
vest Artificial Lures Only regulations.  An additional 26 lakes will be stocked with approximately 29,600 trout during 
November and December.  Anglers should note that stocking schedules are subject to change due to a variety of 
factors, including water temperature fluctuations and hatchery logistics.  Check the schedule often for postpone-
ments and rescheduled stockings. 

 

 

MONTH MTG DATE LOCATION SPEAKER TOPIC 

          

AUGUST GEN 8/10/2022 
Lawrence Park Fish 
Club Pavilion Matt Hrycyk 

The Art of Bait Fishing for Steel-
head 

          

SEPTEMBER GEN 9/14/2022 American Legion Don Benczkowski About the High-Water Mark 

          

OCTOBER GEN 10/12/2022 American Legion Paul Krott Reading cfs 

          

NOVEMBER GEN 11/9/2022 American Legion Matt Supinski  Zoom Presentation TBA 

DECEMBER GEN 
  

NO MTG 

          

JANUARY GEN 1/11/2023 American Legion Derek Catchot Tenkara Fishing 

            

FEBRUARY GEN 2/8/2023 American Legion 

Sara Stahlman/
Extension Leader, 
Pennsylvania Sea 
Grant  

“What’s new in Aquatic Invasive 
Species? New Species, Projects, 
and Problems”  

          

MARCH GEN 3/8/2023 American Legion Jim Simonelli 
History of Erie’s Steelhead Fish-
ery 

          

APRIL GEN 4/12/2023 American Legion Amidea Daniel  Zoom Presentation 

           

MAY GEN NO MTG 

          

JUNE GEN NO MTG 

      

JULY GEN NO MTG 

http://www.fishandboat.com/
https://fbweb.pa.gov/stocking/TroutStockingDetails_GIS.aspx
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Tentative Speaker Lineup for PSA Fall Meetings 
 

October: Paul Krott - Paul will have a power point presentation "Understanding water 

conditions and utilizing the USGS stream gauges for steelhead success"   Topics will in-

clude information about the USGS stream gauges, how to read and utilize these water gauges to understand 

water conditions along with tips/tactics for different water conditions to be more successful when targeting 

steelhead.  

Bio: Born and raised in Erie, PA just a few hun-

dred yards off the bank of upper walnut creek, 

Paul spent his childhood playing in the woods 

and water.  His passion for steelhead fishing was 

introduced to him at a very young age by his fa-

ther, this passion has remained strong for nearly 

25 years. Paul graduated from McDowell High 

school and Edinboro University.  At age 25, Paul 

decided he wanted to share his love for fishing 

with others and became a licensed fishing guide. 

Paul has been guiding steelhead and small mouth 

bass fly fishing trips in PA and Ohio for the past 

8 years. He also obtained his USCG Captains li-

cense and operates a charter boat out of Erie, PA 

with his wife and also licensed captain, Mela-

nie.  Paul has been an active member of the PSA 

for many years, formerly a board of director and 

has volunteered for the past 10 years with Project 

Healing Waters Fly Fishing (Erie Chapter).  In 

his free time, he enjoys hunting, fly tying and 

spending time with his wife and son Clayton.  
 

November: Matt Supinski (Zoom presentation) - Matt Supinski is a 

fly fishing guide/outfitter/instructor, lodge owner and operator, free-

lance writer and photographer, book author and culinary trained chef 

from Newaygo, Michigan. He has been fly fishing since the age of 

seven for 46 years, having been brought up in the Niagara Frontier 

of upstate New York and spending time as a boy in Poland. 

His degrees are from the Ohio State University- B.A School of Busi-

ness, and the Culinary Institute of America. Prior to being a full-time 

fly fishing guide/writer/author, he was in the international corporate 

hotel business working in Europe and the U.S. for several hotel 

chains- Sheraton, Omni, Renaissance and Westin hotels in food and 

beverage management.  

He has published hundreds of articles in leading angling magazines, 

including Fly Fisherman, Field and Stream, Outdoor Life, Fly Rod 

& Reel, American Angler, Fly Fish America, and Eastern Fly Fish-

ing. His work has also appeared in Forbes, Men's Jour-

nal, Outside, Gourmet, and Food & Wine. Supinski is the author 

of River Journal: Pere Marquette, Steelhead Dreams and Steelhead Dreams, 10 Year Anniversary Edition, 

and Orvis Guide to Great Lakes Salmon and Steelhead. He lives in Newago, Michigan.  
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Please pass along 

this Membership 

application to any 

interested Steelhead 

fishermen or women 

that may be inter-

ested in joining our 

PA Steelhead Associ-

ation! 

To live by a 

large river 

is to be 

kept in the 

heart of 

things. — 

(John 

Haines)  
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Lake Erie International Coastal Cleanup (ICC) 

 

Thanks to all those who volunteered today for the ICC at Walnut Creek Access and Ma-

rina. We had 39 people show up and collected 86 lbs. of trash in 12.5 bags. Great job 

by all! Special kudos to FishUSA for bringing out 13 people, and all the members of 

the PA Steelhead Association and their wives that showed up!  

Totaling the last 9 years at  

Walnut Creek Access the PSA  

has overseen 198 people picking 

up 1249 lbs. of trash! Averaging 

over 138 lbs. per year! 

 

 

The earliest of the 39 volunteers who showed up this year! 

Pat Zacour, Rich Sherwin, Roger Latimer  

Sam Z signs them in. 

A special shout out to the 13 FishUSA employees and family  

members that came out to help clean up! 

Meet Clark Kern, grand dog of PSA Treasurer Chris Fatica.  He is a 2 year old 

golden retriever with a beautiful ginger coat.  He loves all the Lake Erie tribu-

taries and was happy to help keep them clean during the International 

Coastal Cleanup.  In his spare time he loves hanging out at Villa Rosa Fishing 

Lodge and relaxing with his friends and members of “ The Fellowship of the 

Tippet Ring.” 
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During the past week the Erie region received over 5 and a half inches  

of rain. As of Friday September 30th the tributaries are in perfect  

condition for steelhead fishing. 

All of the tributaries have good numbers of steelhead with very little  

pressure as of today. With the expected beautiful weather for the  

weekend the number of anglers will definitely increase. 

Since the foliage is still mostly green and absorbing water the water  

level will decline quickly and most of the steelhead will be confined to 

holding areas until the next substantial rains. 

The fishing at the Walnut creek access area and at the access area at  

lower Elk have been very productive and should continue to receive new 

 steelhead arrivals daily. 

The most productive baits have been spoons, jigs and egg sacks. Sucker 

spawn and egg imitations have worked very well in the fast moving 

areas of all the tributaries. 

Please consider posting your fishing results in the Pennsylvania  

Steelhead Survey either by accessing the survey on line or by scanning  

the survey signs with your phone at the various locations along the tributaries. All surveys 

information will be collated and analyzed to determine how to improve the steelhead fish-

ing in the future. No fishing survey materials will be used to generate fishing reports in a 

way to attract crowds to specific areas. 

Thanks to all and tight lines. 

  

Marty G. and Rich S.     

From the Wall 
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Featured Fly 
From the “Fly by Night Guy”  
 
“Copper John”- Nymph Pattern 

 
Fly Type: Usually fished as a nymph. 
Target Species: Steelhead, Trout, Pan fish 
Imitation: Mayflies or  Stoneflies, an attractor  pattern to illicit reaction 
strikes. 
How to Fish it: Under  a dropper  r ig, or  nymphing in tandem or  by it-
self.  
Recommended Region: Anywhere in streams, still lakes, ponds, where 
you need a weighted nymph 
 

 
Material List:  

Hook: Nymph hook, 2x long such as a TMC 5262, or  Mustad 9671, or  Daiichi 1710, (#10-18)  
Head: Gold bead (Tungsten if more weight desired) size to hook. For  ex. 7/64 inch for  size 14-16.  
Weight: Lead wire - .015 inch for size 14-16 
Thread: Black 70 denier  or  6/0 
Tail: Brown goose biots 
Abdomen: Copper  Ultra Wire (Brassie size for  14-16 hooks)  
Wingcase: Black Thin Skin & a piece of Pear l Flashabou for  flash covered in Epoxy or  a UV Resin. 
Thorax: Peacock her l  
Legs: Mottled brown hen back  
 

The Copper John is #2 of  my second tier of my top Steelhead catching flies and  # 8 overall. It is a great attractor  
pattern for when fish are eating nymphs but your not quite sure what type. 
 
Description The Copper  John is not a complicated fly but has lots of steps and mater ials compared to many of the 

flies we have featured. With practice though it is fairly easy and uses basic tying skills. A lot of fishermen like it because 

it’s weighted underbody and bead head help it get down to the stream bed where the Steelhead often are. Adding tung-

sten beads with the wire underbody help it sink even better. With its wire overbody adding weight and some flash it is a 

great fly for nymphing. The Copper John was originally designed by John Barr as a heavily weighted dropper pattern to 

pair with a smaller fly fished in a tandem rig. Often you will get as many or more takes on the Copper John as the more 

natural looking fly paired with it.  

John Barr recommends using the Tiemco 5262, a 2XL, 2X heavy hook, it is a hook with a shank that is twice as long as a 

standard dry-fly hook, and wire that’s twice as heavy. He believes the proportions just came out the best on the Tiemco 

5262, and it is a good strong hook.  

With Thin Skin as the wingcase and a coating of 5 minute epoxy or a UV resin hit with a UV light it makes it a very du-

rable fly, worth all of the steps to tie. Since Ultra Wire has come out with so many colors of wire, the colors options and 

combination of wire colors are limited only by your imagination and what type of 

insects you may be imitating. In John Barr’s book “Barr Flies” first published in 

2007, the author shows variations in red, blue, green, copper, chartreuse, black, 

wine, pink, silver, and zebra (alternating turns of white and black wire). In the 

book, which has great step by step pictured instructions he shows 30 steps to tie the 

Copper John. We are going to try and simplify and summarize those here. 

The Copper John has become one of the most popular fly patterns of all, because it 

works! It can be fished many ways and it catches fish. If you haven’t yet used one 

give this recipe a try! 

 
 
 

Continued next page 

http://www.flytyingforum.com/index.php?act=flysearch&target=Steelhead
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Tying Instructions: 
 
1.    Pinch down the barb and slip the gold bead on the hook small hole first. Wrap 12 or 13 turns of lead wire on-

to the hook shank from the back of the hook toward the front, then shove the wire up into the back of the 
bead. Attach the thread to the hook behind the wire and build up a smooth taper from the hook shank up to 
the lead wire. Wind the thread back to the bend of the hook. 

 

2.  At the rear of the fly tie in a pair of brown matching goose biots back to back so they curve away from each 
other, just above the hook barb. They should be even and about a half of hook shank long. Wrap forward 
over the butt ends of the biots and onto the lead in a tapered manor. Clip the butt ends of the biots. You 
should have a smooth thread base from the tail to the ¾ point of the hook shank. 

 
3.    Tie in about a six inch length of copper wire at the front of the thread and wrap back to the base of the tail. 

Move the thread back up to the front of the abdomen, now wrap the copper wire up the length of the hook 
shank with tight wraps until you reach the lead wire and tie off. Break off the excess wire and then cover the 
lead wraps with a thin layer of thread. Tie in a single strand of pearl Flashabou on top of the hook and center 
it. Now tie in the strip of Thin Skin slightly narrower than the width of the hook gap at the front of the abdo-
men and wrap back over it to the 70 percent point of the shank. Wrap the thread back up to the bead. 

 

4.    Tie in four to six strands of peacock herl and wrap them forward in tight overlapping turns (it helps if you 
twist it into rope first), to the back of the bead and then tie them off, clip off the excess. 

 

5.  Pick out a small clump of hen-back feather fibers and align the tips. Lay the clump of fibers along the far 
side of the hook shank with the tips extending back to the hook point, and tie in with a turn or two. Tie in a 
similar size clump of fibers on the near side of the hook and then trim off the butts. 

 

6.    Pull the Thin Skin forward over the top of the thorax and tie down behind the bead. Do the same with the 
Flashabou over the Thin Skin, making sure again that it is centered. Clip the Butt ends of the Flashabou and 
Thin Skin as close as possible, then build smooth thread head and whip-finish. 

 
7. Mix a small batch of 5 minute epoxy or use a UV Resin to coat the wing case from the back of the bead to the 

wire at the top of the abdomen.  
 
 
 
John Barr also created a Jumbo John, a bigger, heavier version with rubber legs.  
A Black and Copper Jumbo John is pictured here to the right. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If any Steelhead Association members have questions about a fly or wish to see a fly featured in this column of 

the newsletter send an email to info@PaSteelhead.com with “Fly By Night Guy” in the subject line!~ 
 

 

 
  

 

 

mailto:info@PaSteelhead.com
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Artistic Fly Tying 
www.artisticflytying.com 

 

 
My Passion for tying the classic   

Atlantic Salmon Fly.    Thomas Herr 

P. O. Box 29577  

  Parma, OH 

44129 

www.ohiosteelheaders.com 

Save Our Native Species Inc. 
S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie Fishing Club 

A 501 C (3) not for profit organiza-

tion 
 

Mail: PO Box 3605 

Erie, Pennsylvania 16508 

http://sonsoflakeerie.org/ 

Phone/Fax: 814-453-2270 

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS!  Click on links below to visit their site. 

 
 

FishUSA Regular Customer Service Hours:  
 

Monday - Friday: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm ET 
 

Saturday & Sunday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm ET 
 

Website:  https://www.fishusa.com/  Phone: 800-922-1219 

Fly Fishing Instruction 

Gary Kell The Fly Fishing Coach 

https://www.facebook.com/

theflyfishingcoach/ 

Phone: 814-706-2506  

On Stream Instruction, 
Private Lessons, 
Fly Fishing Schools &  

Clinics.  

Located in Warren, PA. 

The gateway to the  

Pennsylvania Wilds &  

the Allegheny National  

  

Fish Man  
Guide Services 
John Bodner 

814-392-7856 
jbfish1@comcast.net 

 

 

A Founding Father of  

the PA Steelhead Association 

http://www.follysend.com/flystore.html 

  
Dailey Supply 
1524 French 
St 
Erie, PA  

Contact a Sales Rep:      
Jeff@DaileySupply.com 
Mike@DaileySupply.com 

 Lifting solutions 

 Moving & Material    
handling  

 Storage             

(814) 833-7227 
http://www.daileysupply.com 

Fly Fishing Instructor and Orvis Endorsed.  

Our focus is to provide a quality fishing 

 experience that exceeds the angler's  

expectations, to customize trips for all  

levels of anglers, and to share our love  

and appreciation for the beautiful  

watersheds of Central PA and the Erie 

Tributaries.   

www.flyfishingjulieszur.com  

https://www.facebook.com/julie.szur  

flyfishjulie@gmail.com  

Julie Szur 

http://www.ohiosteelheaders.com
http://sonsoflakeerie.org/
https://www.fishusa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach/
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach/
tel:814-706-2506
mailto:jbfish1@comcast.net
https://www.theflystop.com/fly-fishing-flies-discount
http://www.follysend.com/flystore.html
mailto:Jeff@DaileySupply.com
mailto:Mike@DaileySupply.com
http://www.flyfishingjulieszur.com/?fbclid=IwAR1Y-qysNCOjXZ9-FljQ6XKn_FBfGzoVuzICkDwG-rH28oIJ3s_-n8UVfGE
https://www.facebook.com/julie.szur
mailto:julieaszur@gmail.com

