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A Not For Profit  501(C)3 Corporation 
 

PO Box 8892 Erie, PA 16505 

www.pasteelhead.com 

info@pasteelhead.com 

Meetings 
The PA Steelhead Association  typically holds meet-

ings each month except May, June, and July at 7:00 

pm on the second Wednesday of the month .  Meet-

ings are held  at the American Legion Post 773.   The 

Legion is located at 4109 West 12th Street (State 

Route 5), just east of the Erie Airport.  

We meet in the banquet room to the left when you 

walk in. We encourage members and the public alike 

to attend and share their views and opinions. Meet-

ings focus on items pertaining to the mission of the 

club, fundraising events, and local public and political 

issues affection our fisheries. The PFBC is often repre-

sented at our meetings for reports and questions. 

To all of our new members, welcome! 

Next Monthly Membership Meeting 

will be on Weds. September 8th, at 

the Millcreek Legion’s outdoor pavil-

ion! 

The views expressed by the 
authors of articles contained 
in this newsletter are not nec-
essarily the view of the PA. 
Steelhead Association. 

A PUBLICATION OF THE PA STEELHEAD ASSOCIATION 

 

September 2021 

Streams represent constant rebirth. The 

water flows in, forever new, yet forever 

the same; they complete a journey from 

beginning to end, and then they embark 

on the journey again.  

 Tim Palmer, Lifelines 

1st Membership Meeting back after the 

 pandemic was a Big Success! 
The Brugger House at Avonia’s Trout Run was a great place for a 

meeting!  We had a great turnout! 

 

 

https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org/
https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org
mailto:info@pasteelhead.com
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New Erie County WCO’s & Region offices Contact Info: 
 

Sgt. Jim Smolko: 814-572-0078 
 

Tyler Soety 
Eastern Erie 814-722-8643 
 

Matt Visosky 
Central Erie 814-573-3638 
 

Dan Nietupski 
Western Erie 814-722-0247 
 

Walnut Creek Access 

814-833-2464 
(Note: The Walnut Creek office is the best # to call to report  

poachers since they know who is working and where.) 
 

NW Regional Office: 814-337-0444 

 
 

 
 

 

 

The PSA as an organization is staying busy. Two 

recent cleanup days at the Peck Raceway were 

very productive, our first meeting back was 

deemed a success with an overflow crowd, and 

next up is the Pennsylvania Lake Erie International 

Coastal Cleanup! We host the Walnut Creek Mari-

na site! The cleanup is scheduled for the morning 

of Saturday September 18th ! We meet in the Ma-

rina Office at 8:45AM to team up and organize.  

You can sign up online at: https://

eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-

community-development/programs/keep-erie-

county-beautiful/international-coastal-cleanup/ 

or: Sign the sign up sheet at the Sept. 8th mem-

bership meeting of the Steelhead Association. 

Lastly, just show up at the WC Marina and sign in 

there.  If you are not vaccinated, PLEASE, wear a 

mask and practice social distancing. We have had 

great turnouts in the past, please continue sup-

port this great environmental cause!  

    Sam Zacour 

 See the notice on the page 7 about our  

September 8th Membership Meeting! 
 

 

August 11th presenter Sara Stahlman gave super 
presentation about invasive species and climate change 
and how both contribute to problems in our Erie waters. 
Her knowledge and professionalism was completely evi-
dent in the enthralled reaction and enthusiasm of her 
audience. 
 
This was at least the 3rd or 4th time Sara presented to 
the club and we welcome her back anytime to further 
educate us! Thanks again! 
 

September 8th’s presenter will be Tom CermaK  the Coastal Out-
reach Specialist of Pennsylvania Sea Grant!  

 

 Name                           Office    
 

Marty Grzasko            President     

Karl Weixlmann   Vice President           

Chris Fatica                 Treasurer                

Ryan Novatnack Secretary                  
 

  Board Members 
 

Dan Beck Ariadne Capotis 
John Hall Chris Larson 
Roger Latimer             Ron Miller        
Marie Scalera   Frank Scicchitano        
 Harold Simmons     Sam Zacour                      

PSA Board of Directors and Officers  

Click on symbols to get to 

the Pennsylvania Steel-

head Associations Web 

page & Facebook page! 

From the Wall 

https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/programs/keep-erie-county-beautiful/international-coastal-cleanup/
https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/programs/keep-erie-county-beautiful/international-coastal-cleanup/
https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/programs/keep-erie-county-beautiful/international-coastal-cleanup/
https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/programs/keep-erie-county-beautiful/international-coastal-cleanup/
https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org/
https://www.facebook.com/tcfarrell
https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org/
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Raceway Cleanups and Enhancements 
 
 

On August 7, the PSA started a cleanup effort at the 3-C-U Trout Association Peck 
Raceway located in the headwaters of Bear Creek, a Walnut Creek tributary. The 
raceway’s protective covers have been damaged over the years, not only from the 

weather affects of Mother Nature, but also 
from Whitetail Deer that think they can walk 
across them. 
 
All of the old covers were removed to a dumpster provided by the landowner in 
the initial phase of the cleanup. Sediment buildup in the concrete runs where 
the fish are raised were to be shoveled and swept out the weekend of August 
21. After the new covers are made and 
installed, this long raceway will be able 
to receive thousands of steelhead finger-
lings that will be raised to smolt size be-
fore stocking.   
 
The PSA has been an ardent supporter of 
3-C-U for over 20 years, not only finan-
cially, but more importantly from all of 
our volunteer efforts that enable these 

hatcheries to keep running and growing the steelhead trout that we all love 
to have tugging at the end of our lines.   
        ~K. Weixlmann 
 

 
 

 

 

 

See next page for the follow up pictures from Sat. Aug 21st, 2021! 

https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org/
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Follow up pictures from Sat. Aug 21st, 2021 of  

Peck Raceway being cleaned  out of sediment and mud! 

   

  

 

Thanks to these 

volunteers for a 

job well done! Ku-

dos went to  PSA 

Board Member 

Chris  Larson for 

getting the dirtiest 

and working the 

hardest! 
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TROUT Magazine online will only publish photos of fish in the water 
 

By Chris Hunt August 19th, 2021    Excerpts from the TROUT  magazine online blog: 

https://www.tu.org/magazine/fishing/trout-talk/trout-magazine-online-will-only-publish-photos-of-fish-in-the-water/ 

 

Gone are the hero shots and the grip-and-grins … because our trout and salmon 
deserve better 

You may have noticed, or maybe not, but throughout the entire month of July, we didn’t publish a single pho-
to of a fish that wasn’t at least partially submerged in the water. There were some caveats, and I’ll explain, but 
first to the bigger issue. 

The #NoFishDryJuly effort started by Keep Fish Wet was a catalyst of sorts for those of who work in media 
and communications for Trout Unlimited. It was an opportunity–particularly as we endured a summer of pro-
longed heat and drought–to show that, as anglers and conservationists, keeping fish safe and healthy matters 
to us. It might matter more than the fishing to some of us, honestly. 

So we’re doubling down. From here on out, only in very rare instances will you see a photo of a fish out of the 
water on the online pages of TROUT Magazine. The print product, our flagship TROUT Magazine, will likely 
follow suit, but I’ll let Editor-in-chief Kirk Deeter make that call when the time is right.  

Gone are the hero shots and the grip-and-grins. You’ll see more up-close, macro-level photos of trout (and all 
fish, frankly), and we’re working to accomplish more and better underwater photography of fish and the craft 
of fishing. It’s ambitious, but as the media voice for the signature trout-and-salmon conservation organization 
on the planet, we must be innovative and lead the way when it comes ensuring a future for our fish … and our 
fishing. 

…...we will endeavor to show photographs of trout and salmon (and other fish, too!) that demonstrate proper 
handling and display them respectfully, in the water, and in a way that gives them the very best chance to sur-
vive their encounters with us. 

And here’s the kicker. We challenge you to do the same. In the coming weeks, we’ll likely launch some social 
media events where we ask you to show fish in the water, and we’ve got some great swag to give away to 
those who do it best.  

 ED. Note: Below is a link to a good article offering a bit of a dissenting argument to the above article: 

Are We Taking the Safety of Trout Too Far?  
by Domenick Swentosky |  Aug 22, 2021  |   

From the Troutbitten Life on the Water Blog https://troutbitten.com/2021/08/22/are-we-taking-the-safety-of-trout-too-far/?
&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=are_we_taking_the_safety_of_trout_too_far&utm_term=2021-
08-23 

It seems that this is the summer of telling people how they should fish, when they should fish and maybe that they shouldn’t fish for 
trout at all. It’s also now common to tell people when they can take pictures, how they can take pictures or that they just shouldn’t 
take pictures of their catch. 

It’s all getting a little out of hand. And much of the advice offered up is a step too far. This path leads to disaster. And we will lose what 
we love best if we keep going in this direction. My friends, we jam a hook into a creature’s lip and drag it through the water for fun. 
That’s fishing, and it’s what we do. Admit it. And if we continue the incessant worrying about trout safety, logic will lead to the end of 
our fishing altogether. 

Does that sound extreme? Well, so do some of the current recommendations out there. And before you judge my views too harshly, 
please read on, and let me flesh out a few points. 

** Fish cold water. Fight ’em fast. Handle gently. Release quickly. **  

I think we’ve taken the safety of trout far enough. Let’s educate every angler to these standards and stop moving 
the goalposts.       (Click the link above to read the entire article ) 

https://www.tu.org/magazine/fishing/trout-talk/trout-magazine-online-will-only-publish-photos-of-fish-in-the-water/
https://www.keepfishwet.org/
https://www.tu.org/magazine/author/kirk-deeter/
https://troutbitten.com/author/domenick/
file:///C:/Users/szacour/Desktop/Articles%20for%20TightLines%202019-20/%0dFrom%20the%20Troutbitten%20Life%20on%20the%20Water%20Blog%09https:/troutbitten.com/2021/08/22/are-we-taking-the-safety-of-trout-too-far/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_camp
file:///C:/Users/szacour/Desktop/Articles%20for%20TightLines%202019-20/%0dFrom%20the%20Troutbitten%20Life%20on%20the%20Water%20Blog%09https:/troutbitten.com/2021/08/22/are-we-taking-the-safety-of-trout-too-far/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_camp
file:///C:/Users/szacour/Desktop/Articles%20for%20TightLines%202019-20/%0dFrom%20the%20Troutbitten%20Life%20on%20the%20Water%20Blog%09https:/troutbitten.com/2021/08/22/are-we-taking-the-safety-of-trout-too-far/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_camp
file:///C:/Users/szacour/Desktop/Articles%20for%20TightLines%202019-20/%0dFrom%20the%20Troutbitten%20Life%20on%20the%20Water%20Blog%09https:/troutbitten.com/2021/08/22/are-we-taking-the-safety-of-trout-too-far/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_camp
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Articles In The News: 

 
Associations eye improved Erie-area steelhead fishing 

 

Brian Whipkey Columnist   Erie Times-News USA TODAY NETWORK     Thurs., Aug 26, 2021 
 
Excerpts and links to article printed with permission. To read entire article, click the link below: 
https://www.goerie.com/story/sports/outdoors/2021/08/18/erie-county-steelhead-fishing-improvements-
volunteers/8144814002/ 

  
As thousands of anglers make plans to go steelhead fishing in the coming weeks, volunteer 
groups in Erie County have been busy making sure everyone has opportunities for catching trout. 
Steelhead fishing swells in popularity every September and autumn as the fish swim out of Lake 
Erie and into Pennsylvania’s tributaries. It’s common for people to catch steelhead measuring 
more than 25 inches. 
Groups like the Pennsylvania Steelhead Association and S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie have been working 
for decades to improve angling opportunities along the lake and streams of the area. 
This year, thanks to their efforts, as well as those of Fairview Township and tackle retailer FishU-
SA, there’s webcam in operation at fishusa.com/avonia-webcam carrying an image of Trout Run 
where it flows into Lake Erie at Avonia Beach. You can see the shallow stream where the fish will 
soon school and see how many people are fishing at the mouth. It’s also a good place to view lake 
conditions. 
'Our main goal is angler access,' said Marty Grzasko, president of the steelhead association. 
The group started 27 years ago and the members saw a need to work with private property own-
ers to allow anglers to walk along the streams. 
'The bottom line is we’ve been working hand in glove with the Fish and Boat Commission,' Grzas-
ko said. 
The volunteer groups combine their efforts and give fruit baskets as a thank-you each December 
to about 130 landowners who allow anglers to access streams on their properties. They also pro-
vide a phone number for a property owner to call if there’s a problem and they work to resolve the 
matter. Some problems have included crop damage by vehicles and littering. 'We’re all about own-
er relations,' Grzasko said. 
The groups also help 3C.U. , the largest Fish and Boat Commission cooperative nursery, raise 
steelhead to be stocked in streams each spring. The steelhead association donates money for fish 
feed and also volunteers labor to clean and repair the raceways. 
Don Clayton volunteers to feed fish daily. 'We have 30,000 we feed every day,' he said about the 
Mission Fish Raceway in Fairview Township. Grzasko said in all the 3C.U. co-op raises 100,000 to 
150,000 trout across several properties to supplement what’s stocked by the state. 
Dan Pastore, First District commissioner with the Fish and Boat Commission, and chairman and 
co-founder of FishUSA, said the groups have been instrumental in acquiring rights to access prop-
erties along the lake. 
'It’s some of the best fishing, at least in the Great Lakes,' Pastore said about anglers’ attraction to 
Erie County and its 15 tributaries. Pennsylvania stocks more steelhead per mile than any other 
state along Lake Erie, he explained. 
The steelhead volunteers are now looking into pen rearing stations for the streams. Karl Weixl-
mann, vice president of the steelhead association, said there are fewer fish coming back out of the 
lake and the group feels the rearing pens would be a good approach to improve return rates. He’s 
been a fly fishing guide in the area for more than 20 years. 
The fish would be placed in a holding pen to help imprint a home location. Right now, the fish are 
put in the streams and they swim out to Lake Erie. When it’s time to spawn in the fall they are not 
always finding their way back. 
'Our runs have diminished,' Grzasko said. He believes the rearing pens will help the fish know 
where to return and reduce predation. 

Continued on next page 

https://www.goerie.com/story/sports/outdoors/2021/08/18/erie-county-steelhead-fishing-improvements-volunteers/8144814002/
https://www.goerie.com/story/sports/outdoors/2021/08/18/erie-county-steelhead-fishing-improvements-volunteers/8144814002/
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Another effort of the group involves pending legislation with the Fish and Boat Commission to con-
serve the steelhead population. The agency will consider for final adoption in October a measure 
that would make the creel limit for steelhead in Lake Erie tributaries three a day throughout the  
year. Right now anglers can keep three trout in the fall season. When trout season opens in April, 
the limit is five. 
A third project involves a push for an electronic angler survey. Grzasko said the cumbersome pa-
per version needs to be modernized. He said they would like to see a digital version that includes 
text alert reminders. With the voluntary surveys being connected to each person’s license infor-
mation, there could be a lot more information gleaned from fishermen including how often they are 
fishing and from how far away they are traveling. 
He pointed out a large portion, 70%, of the steelhead’s membership is from the Greater Pittsburgh 
area, not Erie. 
The volunteer members from the different groups also work to keep the public areas free from lit-
ter. They participate in Coastal Cleanups and have planned days where people pick up and docu-
ment the amounts of litter they find. 
Last fall in Erie County, 753 volunteers at 19 locations picked up 2,119 pounds of trash. 
A project is planned the morning of Sept. 18 at the Walnut Creek Access Area. 'It’s a good bond-
ing day,' Grzasko said about the camaraderie of the group members. 
 
Reach Brian Whipkey at bwhipkey@gannett.com and sign up for our weekly 
 
 
September 8th Membership meeting notice:  
 
We have reserved the Millcreek Legion outdoor pavilion for our September 8th  membership meeting.  It sits right be-
hind the main building, it's very nice. All the garage doors open including the one on the west end. There is plenty of 
room for our needs.  There are picnic tables inside and attached restrooms to the pavilion.  Of course this is pending 
what may or may not happen between now and then with CVID restrictions.  Thanks to Rich Sherwin and Chris Fatica 
for helping to secure the Pavilion!   
  

Meetings are held  at the  
American Legion Post 773.   The 
Legion is located at 4109 West 
12th Street (State Route 5), just 
east of the Erie Airport.  General 
membership meetings start at 
7:00PM.  

Membership Year Ending December 2021 

an AffiniPay payment, 

Please pass along 

this Membership 

application to any 

interested Steel-

head fishermen 

that may be inter-

ested in joining our 

Pennsylvania Steel-

head Association! 

mailto:bwhipkey@gannett.com
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W e d n e s d a y ,  A u g u s t  1 1 ,  2 0 2 1  

 

Bipartisan Legislation Introduced In Senate To Create Clean Streams Fund For Pennsyl-
vania To Deal With Non-Point Water Pollution 
 
F r o m  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  D i g e s t  B l o g :   h t t p : / / p a e n v i r o n m e n t d a i l y. b l o g s p o t . c o m / 2 0 2 1 / 0 8 /
b i p a r t i s a n - l e g i s l a t i o n - i n t r o d u c e d - i n . h t m l ? m = 1  
 

On August 11, Senators Gene Yaw (R-Lycoming), Scott Martin (R-Lancaster) and Dan Laughlin (R-Erie) and Sen. Jay 
Costa (D-Allegheny) introduced Senate Bill 832 to establish a Clean Streams Fund for Pennsylvania to address non-point 
source water pollution. 
 

 The program would be funded by allocating $250 million from federal American Rescue Plan mon-
ies available to Pennsylvania and was first announced on March 18. 
 
      The Senators said this on introducing the bill-- 

Almost one-third of Pennsylvania’s surface water does not meet state water quality standards for either fish or hu-
man health. On a map, these “impaired” waters are depicted as bright red blemishes in every corner of the state. In reality, 
these waters scar our landscape and diminish our economy. 

We now have multiple generations of Pennsylvanians who see a highly polluted orange stream as natural or be-
lieve that rain-swollen creeks are supposed to look like chocolate milk. They’re not.  

In accepting these polluted waters as normal, Pennsylvania towns and cities pay millions more to treat our drinking 
water supplies and squander millions of dollars in recreation and economic development opportunities. 

Of the known sources of impairment, 70 percent are attributed to either agriculture or abandoned mine drainage 
(AMD). Both sources are known as “non-point” pollution. They are diffuse across the landscape, often on private land, and 
are not regulated like an end-of-pipe “point” source such as a wastewater treatment plant. 

Without a regulatory permit, and without any ratepayers or user fees to support them, the burden of protecting our 
local streams and creeks from non-point sources falls on individual farmers and landowners.  

But the impacts of non-point pollution – and the benefits of its clean-up – are felt by all of us, and we all have a role 
to play in ensuring the cleanup of Pennsylvania’s impaired waters. 

That is why we are proposing a new “Clean Streams Fund” for Pennsylvania, dedicated to the practices and pro-
grams that will address non-point sources and invest in the future of our farms and communities. 

Non-point sources are best addressed through “best management practices” (BMPs). These BMPs are relatively 
low-tech and low-cost compared to engineered water treatment plants, yet they yield substantial improvements to water 
quality. 

Some examples of agricultural BMPs are grassed or forested stream buffers, cover crops, no-till farming (planting 
into the residue of the last crop rather than plowing), fencing livestock out of streams except for managed crossings, barn-
yard improvements, and manure storage. 

For mitigating AMD, the most effective BMPs involve creating a series of treatment pools that allow sediments and 
minerals to settle out of the water, buffered by limestone and vegetation, before re-emerging into a free-flowing stream. 

 
A High Return on Investment 
 
Despite the costs, local economic benefits of these practices are far greater. 
Non-point BMPs require materials, equipment and labor that are sourced locally. For every dollar invested, $1.60 is 

returned to the community. For every mile of stream improved, over $100,000 will be generated in the local economy from 
improved fishing and boating opportunities. Every ten percent increase in tree cover reduces water treatment costs by 20 
percent. 

Furthermore, new mapping and data technology is now available to identify the most strategic places and practices 
for action, so that we will see real improvement in our local waters in the shortest amount of time. 

A Clean Streams Fund should be permanently created by law. The stimulus money must be spent by 2024, and 
the initial infusion of $250 million can be used to accelerate and expand the work needed to restore Pennsylvania’s clean 
water, but a long-term funding source will need to be identified to sustain our efforts after the stimulus money runs out. A 
long-term investment will reap long-term economic and water quality rewards. 

The pandemic has underscored the vital importance of a local food supply, abundant natural resources and acces-
sible outdoor recreation.  

By using a small part of federal relief funds to shore up the health of these vital industries and grow the economy 
as a whole, future generations of Pennsylvanians might only know streams that run clean and can be safely enjoyed by 
everyone. 

      The Growing Greener Coalition is urging concerned citizens to contact their Senate and House 
members and urge them to support allocating a portion of the American Rescue Plan dollars to fund local green 
infrastructure projects. 
 

http://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2021/08/bipartisan-legislation-introduced-in.html?m=1
http://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2021/08/bipartisan-legislation-introduced-in.html?m=1
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=0832
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=S&SPick=20210&cosponId=35126
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REGULATORY CHANGES 
The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (Commission) is the Commonwealth agency with the authority to enforce Title 30 of the Pennsylvania Con-
solidated Statutes (The Fish and Boat Code). In addition, the Commission may promulgate such rules and regulations consistent with the provisions of the 
Fish and Boat Code. Before a regulation becomes final, the Commission must first publish a notice of proposed rulemaking in the Pennsylvania Bulletin 
seeking comments, objections, or suggestions from the public. Comments are accepted for at least 30 days.  After the public comment period, the Com-
mission considers the proposed amendment on final rulemaking. If adopted on final rulemaking, the amendment becomes effective on the date of publica-
tion in the Pennsylvania Bulletin  or other date specified by the Commission. 

The information provided on this webpage is a summary of regulatory proposals that are being considered by the Commission, as well as final regula-
tions. The purpose of posting this information is to make the public aware of the issues and to elicit public feedback on proposals. Comments on the pro-
posals provide the Commission with valuable information and perspectives that will be considered and possibly incorporated into content or editorial 
changes. We appreciate your time and your commitment to Pennsylvania’s natural resources. The graphic within each topic will help you follow the 
change through the regulatory process. 
 

NOTICES 

FISH AND BOAT COMMISSION 

Temporary Change to Fishing Regulations; Fishing in Stocked Trout Waters and Regional Opening Day of 
Trout Season 

 

[51 Pa.B. 758] 
[Saturday, February 6, 2021] 

 

 The Executive Director of the Fish and Boat Commission (Commission), acting under the authority of 58 Pa. Code § 65.25 (relating to temporary 
changes to fishing regulations), has taken immediate action to amend 58 Pa. Code § 63.3 (relating to fishing in stocked trout waters), and 58 Pa. Code § 
65.12 (relating to regional opening day of trout season), 58 Pa. Code § 65.26 (relating to extended trout season) and 58 Pa. Code § 69.12 (relating to 
seasons, sizes and creel limits—Lake Erie, Lake Erie tributaries and Presque Isle Bay including peninsula waters). This action is necessitated by the con-
tinuing novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic that continues to pose a risk to the health of anglers and is designed to decrease that risk by reducing the 
potential for larger concentrations of anglers and adjusting the closed season to allow for modifications to stocking schedules. Specifically, the Executive 
Director has amended these sections to: 

 • Close to fishing all stocked trout streams and rivers between February 15, 2021, and 8 a.m. on April 3, 2021. 

 • Regulate all trout stocked lakes under Stocked Trout Waters Open to Year-Round Fishing regulations to allow for catch-and-release fishing for trout 
between February 15, 2021, and 8 a.m. on April 3, 2021. 

 • Eliminate the Regional Mentored Youth Trout Day and move the Statewide Mentored Youth Trout Day to March 27, 2021. 

 • Eliminate the Regional Opening Day of Trout Season and move the Statewide Opening Day of Trout Season to April 3, 2021. 

 • Modify Lake Erie trout and salmon season, size and creel limits. 

 These are temporary changes affecting only the 2021 trout season and will expire on April 11, 2021. 

 While this temporary amendment is in effect, the following sections will be amended to read as follows: 

§ 63.3. Fishing in stocked trout waters. 

 

It is unlawful to fish in stocked trout waters regulated under §  61.1 (relating to Commonwealth inland waters) from 12:01 a.m. on [March 1 to 8 a.m. 

on the first Saturday after April 11] February 15 to 8 a.m. on Saturday April 3, except for stocked trout water lakes where catch and release 

fishing only shall be permitted and in stocked trout waters regulated under §  65.12 (relating to regional opening day of trout season) from 12:01 a.m. 

on [March 1] February 15 to 8 a.m. on [the first Saturday after March 28] Saturday April 3, except for stocked trout water lakes where catch and 

release fishing only shall be permitted. As used in this subpar t, the ter m ' ' stocked trout waters' '  means waters that are stocked with adult trout 

by the Commission. A listing of stocked trout waters is published in the Commission's ''Summary of Fishing Regulations and Laws,'' which is available 

from the Commission at Post Office Box 67000, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17106-7000. The Executive Director or a designee may, from time to time, 

supplement or modify the list of stocked trout waters, and additions or deletions will be published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.  

§ 69.12. Seasons, sizes and creel limits—Lake Erie, Lake Erie tributaries and Presque Isle Bay including peninsula waters.  

        (d) It is unlawful to fish in or along any Lake Erie tributary stream from 12:01 a.m. on [the Friday before the first Saturday after April 
11] April 2, 2021 until 8 a.m. on [the first Saturday after April 11] April 3, 2021. 

 (e) It is unlawful to possess trout or salmon in or along any Lake Erie tributary stream from 12:01 a.m. on [the Friday before the first Saturday af-
ter April 11] April 2, 2021 until 8 a.m. on [the first Saturday after April 11] April 3, 2021. 

 (f) Except as otherwise provided in subsections (d) and (e) and this subpart, the following seasons, sizes and creel limits apply to Lake Erie, Lake Erie 

tributaries and Presque Isle Bay, including peninsula waters: 

 

TROUT and SALMON 
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Avonia Beach Live Camera Feed is on! 

The Pennsylvania Steelhead Association has worked together with SONS of Erie, FishUSA and the 
Fairview Township to install a camera at the mouth of Trout Run. It is now operational and has gone 
live! 

We have committed to 1/3 of the cost of the camera and installation. The cost for the cable service 
will be split four ways with SONS, Fish USA, Fairview Township and us paying the bill. The cable bill 
will invoiced once yearly. 

Fish USA will be the host platform for the appli-
cation. 

The Avonia Beach Live Camera Feed is a great 
way for area anglers to keep tabs on current wa-
ter and weather conditions at the foot of Avonia 
Road in Fairview, PA. This live feed is spon-
sored by the PA Steelhead Association, Fairview 
Township, the SONS of Lake Erie, and FishUSA. 

https://www.fishusa.com/avonia-webcam  

 
Senate  Passes Bipar t isan  Inf ras truc ture  
Package  w i th  Major  Conserva t ion Investments  
 
by Kristyn Brady from the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership blog on August 10, 2021 
 
h t t p s : / / w w w . t r c p . o r g / 2 0 2 1 / 0 8 / 1 0 / s e n a t e - p a s s e s - b i p a r t i s a n - i n f r a s t r u c t u r e - p a c k a g e - m a j o r -
c o n s e r v a t i o n - i n v e s t m e n t s /   
 

S e n a t o r s  m a k e  t h e  m o s t  o f  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f u n d  w i l d l i f e  c r o s s i n g s ,  p u b l i c  l a n d  
r o a d  r e p a i r s ,  a n d  n a t u r a l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  b e n e f i t  h a b i t a t  a n d  A m e r i c a n  
c o m m u n i t i e s  

Washington, D.C. — After working through the weekend, Senators passed the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act in 
a 69-30 vote today, advancing numerous conservation investments and priorities. 
“Making this commitment to habitat restoration, water quality, climate resilience, wildlife crossings, and road access on 
our public lands signals that Senate lawmakers understand the job-creating power of conservation and the foundational 
importance of outdoor recreation and natural resources in America,” says Whit Fosburgh, president and CEO of the 
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership. “These efforts are not only worth the investment as we think about 
the future of the nation’s infrastructure—many are long overdue. We look forward to working with House lawmakers to 
advance these priorities and make robust investments in conservation as the infrastructure package moves forward.” 

 

Among the conservation provisions in the $1.2-trillion bipartisan deal are top TRCP priorities, including: 

 $350 million to create a pilot program that will help fund wildlife-friendly roadway crossings 

 $250 million for the Legacy Roads and Trails Remediation Program to improve access on Forest Service public 
lands and safeguard fish and wildlife from habitat damage caused by failing roads 

 Reauthorization of the Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund, which pays for conservation, access improve-
ments, and angler recruitment 
$1.4 billion for natural infrastructure solutions through the Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, 
and Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Grant Program 

 $14.65 billion for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund Program, which helps to improve water quality and fish habi-
tat through estuary restoration, stormwater management, and more 
$400 million for WaterSMART grants, with $100 million set aside for natural infrastructure solutions to reduce the impacts 
of drought, create new habitat, and improve water quality 

Above is a screenshot of one of the views you can get by click-
ing on the link above from the live web camera at  

Avonia, Trout Run!  

https://www.fishusa.com/avonia-webcam
https://www.fishusa.com/avonia-webcam
https://www.trcp.org/author/kristyn-brady/
https://www.trcp.org/2021/08/10/senate-passes-bipartisan-infrastructure-package-major-conservation-investments/
https://www.trcp.org/2021/08/10/senate-passes-bipartisan-infrastructure-package-major-conservation-investments/
https://www.trcp.org/natural-infrastructure/
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If we don’t at least talk about how anglers pressure fisheries,  

Is habitat work just window dressing?  

 

Excerpts from an article By Kirk Deeter from TROUT UNLIMITED Magazine Jul 30, 2021 
 
https://www.tu.org/magazine/fishing/trout-talk/playing-the-numbers-game-isnt-a-sustainable-strategy/?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=informz&_zs=20JCb&_zl=mi7i2 
 
I think “numbers”—and by that, I really mean numbers of fish caught—because that’s the topic we need to talk about when many 

rivers throughout the country feel the stresses of higher temperatures, and increased pressure at the same time.  It’s a perfect storm. 

We should place a little more emphasis on “how,” and a lot less on “how many” these days. 

Strike indicators and weighted nymph rigs changed fly fishing, because they made it possible for a “never-ever” person on a guide 

trip to experience the thrill of catching trout. I can’t fault that. In the hands of a capable DIY angler, the bobber can lead to more 

catches. And I cannot fault that either, because like most other anglers, the difference between an “epic” day and a “just OK” day 

has, for me, since I was a little boy, often boiled down to how many fish I caught. I’d like to tell you how much I love communing 

with nature, watching birds, feeling the currents swirl around my legs (all of which is true)… but yeah, when I’m fishing, getting 

skunked, well, stinks.    

That said, the numbers-based madness of catching as many trout as possible, no matter what, is a huge issue.  

I just had dinner with a great friend who is an outfitter (I’m going to leave him nameless to protect him from online trolls) and he 

related a story about a client who sent him a nastygram complaining that a recent guide day wasn’t up to expectations.  The client 

said: “This is an entertainment expense and I didn’t get what I wanted.”   

This, despite the fact that he and his buddy had landed 30 fish before lunch.  What’s more, the guy carried a baseball-pitch-count 

clicker to track every fish he landed. To his credit, my outfitter friend replied to “clicker man” that, next time, he should just take his 

money to Applebee’s and go bowling or something to be “entertained.” 

I just find all that profoundly warped and sad. So many people fish for so many other reasons—to clear their minds, to find inner 

peace, to appreciate nature, to be part of a community who finds all this sacred. 

The hard science and anecdotal evidence all point in the same direction. Fish populations are way down on many of the most popular 

trout rivers, East and West. You can blame that on lower, warmer waters, and you’d be right. You can blame it on fungus-mungus, or 

whatever, and that may be right also. You can say we need to do more to provide trout with cold, clean water, and that’s an absolute 

truth. But we must stop overlooking the fact that there are now thousands of more anglers, every year, floating and fishing certain 

rivers, and pounding the living you-know-what out of the fish.  

And catch-and-release is not a cure-all.  There is a way out of this.  

There are actually many ways out of this. We can close rivers to fishing, which is already happening. That’s not good—people de-

pend on our rivers and fly fishing to make a living and feed their families. In Montana alone, it’s a $500 million economic driver 

every year. We can work toward more in-stream flows, of course. Then again, we can just pray for a natural miracle. 

But we can also control our own destinies, collectively play the long game, and embrace a “less is more” approach, at least for the 

time being.  

I’m all about the “technique slam” these days. I have nothing against the bobber. Go ahead, and catch a few that way. Then switch 

and try to catch a fish or two on a streamer. And if you pull that off, go hunt heads with dry flies. Switch the order, depending on 

what you see around you. Try the dry-dropper. Swing wet flies or soft-hackles. Do it all, in the same day. You will likely catch fewer 

fish. That’s the point. But you will get better. 

Guides, if you have the chops to get your sport to hook trout on dries, streamers and nymphs in the same day, you have legit teaching 

talent and you’ve given your client more value than they bargained for, whether they know and appreciate that or not. 

And any angler who endeavors to accept this challenge is going to up their own game. More importantly, you’re going to up the 

game—or at least keep it viable—and make a positive ethical mark on the sport that lasts for years… hopefully generations. 

There are only so many cookies in the cookie jar. Just do the math. And please fish accordingly. 

********************************************************************************************************** 

"I look into... my fly box, and think about all the elements I should consider in choosing the 
perfect fly: water temperature, what stage of development the bugs are in, what the fish are 
eating right now. Then I remember what a guide told me: 'Ninety percent of what a trout eats 
is brown and fuzzy and about five-eighths of an inch long."   
          -Allison Moir 

https://www.tu.org/magazine/fishing/trout-talk/playing-the-numbers-game-isnt-a-sustainable-strategy/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=informz&_zs=20JCb&_zl=mi7i2
https://www.tu.org/magazine/fishing/trout-talk/playing-the-numbers-game-isnt-a-sustainable-strategy/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=informz&_zs=20JCb&_zl=mi7i2
https://www.tu.org/magazine/fishing/trout-talk/go-higher-to-beat-the-heat-and-catch-wild-trout/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/23/science/drought-montana-fly-fishing.html
https://www.tu.org/magazine/fishing/trout-talk/is-catch-and-release-angling-all-its-cracked-up-to-be/
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State parks: More money needed for maintenance, improvements 

JOE NAPSHA   | Monday, Aug. 2, 2021 12:01 a.m.  TRIB LIVE 

https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/state-parks-more-money-needed-for-maintenance-improvements/   

A plan for improving and maintaining Pennsylvania’s 121 state parks contains 87 strategies, but none 
might be more difficult to attain than extracting more funding from the state to address what has been 
estimated to be $500 million worth of maintenance, safety and infrastructure needs in state parks and 
forests. 

“Penn’s Parks for All — A Plan for Pennsylvania’s State Parks of Tomorrow,” developed with exten-
sive public input in 2017 and 2018, is seen as a blueprint for the state Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources to carry out the work of maintaining and improving for the next quarter century a 
state park system encompassing almost 300,000 acres. 

The state should increase the annual appropriations from the General Assembly for operations so fees 
collected in state parks can be used for maintenance, it says. As a way of reducing costs, the plan rec-
ommends demolishing buildings that are costly and have no historical significance and minimizing du-
plication of recreational services. 

The plan was released recently during a period when the Covid pandemic has driven more people to 
take advantage of the outdoor recreational activities state parks offer. Millions of people visit Ohiopyle 
State Park with its whitewater rafting on the Youghiogheny River, and an estimated 4.2 million people 
each year visit Presque Isle State Park that juts into Lake Erie. 

The conservation department, which oversees the state parks, has reported there has been about a 25% 
increase in visitors over last year. Park visits continue to grow compared with last year’s record num-
bers. 

The plan was built on a series of surveys conducted by Penn State in 2017 and 2018 to assess the atti-
tudes and opinions of state park visitors, stakeholders and the public regarding key issues affecting the 
future of the state parks. 

It also called for improving transportation options to state parks to broaden access and accessibility to 
all water-based recreation. The state should identify the need for more trails and trails that connect 
state parks to communities. 

Designating more areas that conserve ecological, geological, and cultural resources was another strate-
gy of the plan. Among the ideas proposed by the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy was that the state 
should limit the impact of visitors to environmentally sensitive areas. 

Visitor information and programs should be updated to include untold stories and improve inaccura-
cies of cultural stories, the plan says. 

The state parks are part of what the Pennsylvania Parks and Forest Foundation identified as a $29 bil-
lion outdoor recreation industry. The state should partner with outdoor recreation businesses and or-
ganizations to pilot new activities and meet increased demand and changing overnight accommodation 
needs, according to the plan. 

The conservation and natural resources department realizes that the parks are “economic drivers for 
nearby communities,” because state parks and outdoor recreation also are an important part of the 
state’s economic recovery, said Cindy Adams Dunn, DCNR secretary. 

  

Joe Napsha is a Tribune-Review staff writer. You can contact Joe at 724-836-5252, jnapsha@triblive.com or via Twitter . 

https://triblive.com/author/joe-napsha/
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/state-parks-more-money-needed-for-maintenance-improvements/
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateParks/PennsParksforAll/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:jnapsha@triblive.com
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Fishing license fees will remain unchanged in 2022  
BY JOHN HAYES  PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE  August 04, 2021 

 

https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2021/07/30/Pennsylvania-Fishing-license-fees-trout-slot-limits-ice-fishing/
stories/202107300136   

  

Last year the state Legislature agreed to allow the Fish and Boat Commission to set its own license fees — 
with conditions. 
 

Lawmakers would oversee fee changes, a sunset clause would automatically end the practice unless over-
ruled by the Legislature, and Fish and Boat would have to reduce the size of its reserve funding accounts. An-
glers and their representatives in Harrisburg nervously waited to see how the agency would handle its new fee
-setting authority. 
 

Following Fish and Boat’s quarterly meeting July 26, the board announced that fishing license fees will remain 
the same for the 2022 season. Due to revenue generated by the increased number of licenses sold during 
2020 and 2021, and the continued strategic investment of surplus reserve funds, it was determined that a li-
cense fee increase is not currently needed. 
 

“We’ve begun to inform legislators about the decision,” said Tim Schaeffer, Fish and Boat executive director. 
“We want to be able to show the Legislature we’ve been responsible stewards of the authority. We thought 
there would be a small increase, but with the bump [in license sales] we’ve had the last two years we found 
we didn’t need it.” 
 

For the 2022 season, the price of a resident annual fishing license will remain $22.97, including $1.97 in out-
side vendor fees. The price of a trout stamp will remain $9.97. With the exception of a change in the vendor 
fee, the price of a Pennsylvania fishing license has remained the same since 2005. 
 

Schaeffer said the agency’s cash reserve is being spent on infrastructure and staffing. Fish and Boat, he said, 
“is well on its way to having a full complement of wildlife conservation officers for the first time in a decade.” 
 

Fishing rules changes 
 

The first step was taken July 26 to establish a single statewide opening day of trout season beginning annual-
ly in 2022. Under the proposal, the regular trout season would begin each year on the first Saturday of April. 
Amending the regulation would require legislative changes to several sections of the Pennsylvania Fish and 
Boat Code. If approved at a future meeting, the amendments go into effect Jan. 1. 
 

Among other changes: 
 

• The board voted to install slot size limits on some wild trout streams in Central Pennsylvania. On separate 
waters designated for all-tackle fishing and artificial lures only, from the regular trout opening day through La-
bor Day, harvest of trout from 7 inches to less than 12 inches would be legal with a daily creel limit of two 
combined species. Catch-and-release fishing would be permitted through the rest of the year. On those 
stream sections the harvest of trout smaller than 7 inches and 12 inches or larger would be illegal. 

• A controversial amended regulation was designed to provide additional fishing opportunities and increased 
protection of wild trout in stream sections managed for wild trout that are downstream from stocked trout wa-
ters. 

• On 11 stream sections designated Trophy Trout Waters, harvest size was increased to 18 inches or greater 
and anglers will be permitted to take one legal trout per day from the opening day of trout season through La-
bor Day, with catch-and-release angling for the remainder of the year. 

• Ice anglers will be allowed to use devices similar to tip-ups including JawJacker, Automatic Fisherman, Easy 
Set Hooksetter, Sure Shot Hooksetter and Bro Craft Ice Fishing Tip-up. Anglers must still be active partici-
pants in fishing, remain near their equipment, and land the fish as quickly as possible. 

https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2021/07/30/Pennsylvania-Fishing-license-fees-trout-slot-limits-ice-fishing/stories/202107300136
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2021/07/30/Pennsylvania-Fishing-license-fees-trout-slot-limits-ice-fishing/stories/202107300136
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2021 International Coastal Cleanup 

PSA Site Sponsor for Walnut Creek Access Area on September 18th! 
 
On Saturday, September 18, you can have a first-hand look at what types of trash are littering your community, and how much of it is 
ending up in Lake Erie, Presque Isle Bay, and local streams. You will also have a chance to do something about it by joining people from 
around the world in the Annual International Coastal Cleanup (ICC) — the oldest and largest volunteer shoreline cleanup of its kind. 
The Erie County Department of Planning & Community Development, Keep Erie County Beautiful, the Pennsylvania Coastal Resources 
Management Program (CRMP), the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), and the Pennsylvania Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) have teamed up with The Ocean Conservancy, local organizations and businesses to clean 
up Presque Isle State Park, the Lake Erie shoreline, and local streams. This effort is more than a coastline cleanup. Volunteers will be 
collecting tons of trash, but more importantly, we will record what is found…how many cigarette butts, plastic bottles, straws and plas-
tic shopping bags, etc. Cleanup partners will use the information to find out what work we need to do together to eliminate trash on 
our shoreline and streams. We’ll collect garbage from 9 a.m. until noon. Online volunteer registration and more information is coming 
soon to www.eriecountypa.gov.  Also, check us out on Facebook: erieinternationalcoastalcleanup 

 
Joy L. Fronzoli, Planning Program Administrator 
Environment and Recreation, Coastal Zone Management & Greenways Programs 
Erie County Department of Planning & Community Development 
150 East Front Street | Suite 300 | Erie, PA 16507 
Phone: 814.451.7332 | Fax: 814.451.7333  

The 2020 Lake Erie International Coastal Cleanup (ICC) event was proof that even during COVID-19, folks wel-

comed an opportunity to get outside while helping to clean up our Lake Erie watershed.  The annual ICC is the 

oldest and largest volunteer shoreline cleanup of its kind, but without the dedicated participation of groups like 

the Pennsylvania Steelhead Association, who serve as site coordinator at Erie County’s Walnut Creek Access ar-

ea, this event wouldn’t be the annual success that it is.  

The International Coastal Cleanup began more than 30 years ago,  (continued next page)      

http://www.eriecountypa.gov
https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/programs/keep-erie-county-beautiful/international-coastal-cleanup/
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when communities rallied together with the common goal of  

collecting and documenting the trash littering their coastline. The Lake Erie Coastal Cleanup was  established in 

2003 on Presque Isle State Park, conducted as a volunteer effort to raise awareness, build partnerships and re-

connect people to their environment. Erie County has participated since 2003, with close to a total of 20,000 

volunteers cleaning up over 135,000lbs of trash, which includes results from the recent 2020 ICC event.   

With your help, in 2020 we were able to pick up a total of 236 bags of trash weighing an estimated 2,120 lbs., 

including 10,003 cigarette butts, 2,590 food wrappers, 1,389 plastic bottle caps, 1,115 plastic beverage bottles 

and covering 44 miles of shoreline within the Watershed. Please accept our continued gratitude from the Erie 

County Department of Planning & Community Development, Keep Erie County Beautiful and the Pennsylvania 

Coastal Resources Management Program. Thank you for your dedication and we look forward to your participa-

tion in the 2021 ICC event.  In the meantime, please visit us on Facebook and remember to like and share our 

page: erieinternationalcoastalcleanup. 

ICC stats from last six years at Walnut Creek  

In 2014 we had a good turn out Saturday Sept. 20th, 2014, 19 PSA members and other volunteers showed up to pick up 14 

bags of trash weighing 163.17 lbs. We picked up 1242 cigarette butts to recycle, around 57 yards of fishing line, and 5 tires 

as well as all of the regular garbage. 
 

In 2015 we had 20 volunteers show up again pick up 14 bags of trash weighing 234.5 lbs. We picked up 867 cigarette 

butts, 103 cigar tip, 26 yards of fishing line, 2 tires and hundreds of bottles, cans and take out containers. 
 

In 2016 at the Walnut Creek Access, we had 10 people pick up 96.5lbs of trash in 7 large bags. We picked up 474 cigarette 

butts, 55 cigar tips, 142 take out type containers and 61 beverage containers. Some unusual items were fishing waders, 

Tires, and Bicycle handlebars. 
 

The 2017 ICC cleanup at the Walnut Creek Access area was another successful effort. A group of 14 volunteers picked up 

8 bags of garbage weighing almost 60 lbs. We also found 3 big truck tires too heavy to get up the bank, so we reported 

those to the PFBC maintenance dept.  
 

In 2018 the PSA and our 15 volunteers at the Walnut Creek Access and Marina picked up 127.7 lbs. of trash, including 

some large construction type materials. The top item was again Cigarette butts with 1,697 butts picked up for recycling by 

the TREC center. Plastic pieces were the next common item with 221, and Foam pieces was third at 194.  
 

Last year in 2019 we had 19 volunteers work about 2 hours each and collect 9 bags of trash totaling 78.2 lbs.! Cigarette 

Butts were still the top item picked up but also a lot of beverage cans and bottles, plastic lids and caps, as well as food 

wrappers, straws, plastic bags, foam pieces, plastic cigar tips, take out containers and fishing line. Construction type mate-

rials made up the bulk of larger items. 
 

In 2020 we had a record high of 34 volunteers that worked at least 1 and a half hours each and picked up 17.5 bags of 

trash. The total weight picked up was 285 lbs., which include some large item that could not be put in trash bags 

(refrigeration tank, car suspension with springs, and a few large tires)! The top item as always was cigarette butts (3,319) 

 

Totaling the last 7 years at Walnut Creek Access the PSA has overseen 131 people picking up 1045 lbs. of trash! Averaging 

to over 149 lbs. per year! 

 

On Sept. 19, 2020 in Erie County - 753 volun-
teers at 19 locations picked up 2119 lbs. of 
trash in 209 garbage bags. 
Some of the Top Items collected  
World Wide: 
 

1. Cigarette Butts………….. (> 5.7 million) 
2. Food Wrappers…………. (> 3.7 million) 
3. Straws/Stirrers………….. (> 3.6 million)  
4. Forks, Knives, Spoons.... (> 1.9 million)  
5. Plastic Beverage Bottles. (> 1.7 million)  

Volunteers must be vaccinated for Covid 19, if not they 

must wear a mask and practice social distancing. 
Webpage & Volunteer Registration coming soon to eriecountypa.gov/ICC 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/erieinternationalcoastalcleanup  

Ocean Conservancy Website: https://oceanconservancy.org/trash-free-seas/

international-coastal-cleanup/  

eriecountypa.gov/ICC
https://www.facebook.com/erieinternationalcoastalcleanup
https://oceanconservancy.org/trash-free-seas/international-coastal-cleanup/
https://oceanconservancy.org/trash-free-seas/international-coastal-cleanup/
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From PA Environmental Digest  August 25 2021 
Experts from the Penn State Center for Dirt and Gravel Road Studies call 
the road dumping of oil and gas wastewater an “environmentally unsound 
practice” that can cause water pollution and even damage roads.   

Drilling wastewater is not a material they approve or recommend in their program. 
 The Center’s experts conduct research and develop best management practices to construct and maintain dirt 
and gravel roads in ways that reduce sediment and runoff causing water and air pollution. 
  Steve Bloser, Executive Director of the Center, and Eric Chase, a Center Researcher, outlined some of key 
findings from Penn State’s research and the Center’s experience on the road dumping of oil and gas wastewater-- 
brines-- on dirt and gravel roads in an interview August 24. 
Drilling Wastewater Not Effective 
 “The [recent Penn State] paper speaks for itself in terms of the research to date.  High sodium [oil and gas 
well] brines are not very effective [at dust suppression],” said Eric Chase from the Center and one of those involved in 
a recent Penn State study on the effectiveness of drilling wastewater as a dust suppressant.  “I think that’s been a well 
known fact in the industry, because when you look at commercial brines that are used for roads, they are using calcium 
and magnesium brines… that work much better than sodium.” 
 “A lot of the brines in Pennsylvania have high sodium so they tend not to be as effective,” said Chase.  “Any 
liquid you put on the roads is going to suppress dust for a little while, right?  But, the fact of the matter is the high sodi-
um brines are just not very effective.” 
 “Yea, it does suppress dust, but so would plain water for a while without all the potential side effects,” said 
Bloser. 
 [Note: DEP banned the road dumping of drilling wastewater from unconventional shale gas wells, but road 
dumping wastewater from conventional oil and gas wells is still allowed as a “beneficial use.”  Read more here.] 
Can Damage Dirt & Gravel Roads 
 “Long term, there is some question [that brine] can actually have a detrimental effect on your dirt and gravel 
road,” said Chase.  “We do know just putting rock salt on your road in winter tends to cause you to have a longer mud 
season and tends to hold water in there. 
 “In the summer time there is a question whether the sodium… can actually help break up the clays instead of 
binding them potentially adding dust load just as salt on the roads,” said Chase.  “We allude to that in the paper that 
high sodium might actually cause roads to be a little dustier once they dry. 

“There are some concerns how well your road would hold up long term if you’re putting a lot of sodium on your 
roads,” said Chase. 
Not Environmentally Sound Practice 
 “From a truly programmatic aspect to bring products into the program that can be paid for with program dol-
lars, brine would not qualify because we use the [EPA] secondary drinking water standard for chlorides,” said 
Chase.  “[The] drinking water standard for chlorides is 250 parts per million, the brines we’re talking about are tens of 
thousands of parts per million of chloride.” 
 “There are also concerns from the environmentally sensitive standpoint about what is in those brines,” said 
Chase.  “We know there are some heavy metals [lead, arsenic], some radiation, oil and gas residues in them. 

“It’s not something we would be willing to put on our roads anyways,” said Chase. 
 “The brines [also] wouldn’t pass for radioactivity, because we also have a standard for that,”  said Chase.  
 “The [Dirt and Gravel Road ] Program doesn’t buy a lot of dust suppressant,” said Steve Bloser. “We maintain 
the emphasis on drainage and streams because no matter what you do [for dust suppression, it’s] temporary.” 
 “Of the $28 million the Commission gets for the program, probably less than $50,000 goes for dust suppres-
sion every year, if I had to guess,” said Bloser. 
 “We want to make double-sure we’re not putting anything out there on the road that causes harm,” said Blos-
er. 
 “Once we complete a project the township is free to do what they want, so if they are going out and spreading 
brine on our brand new DSA [driving surface aggregate] roads, we don’t have a say in what they do after the project is 
done,” said Bloser. 
 “I don’t think anyone would want them to go out and throw a bunch of brine on our high quality road surface 
because of the potential negative environmental benefit to the material itself,” said Bloser. 
 “If you could treat that radioactivity, take out heavy metals you make it more environment friendly, [but] it’s still 
going to have a very high chloride content, which is something that as a program we are concerned about because 
we're looking at the health of our streams and aquifers and chlorides are a pollutant,” said Bloser. 
 “I can’t imagine a scenario where the program would be paying for using brines any time in the future,” said 
Bloser. 
Proper Construction Leads To Less Dust 
 Following the construction and maintenance practices recommended by the Center will reduce the amount of 
dust produced by dirt and gravel road use. 
 “We use a lot of driving surface aggregate [in our projects] and we’ve done studies that show not only does it 
produce less dust, but it’s less mobile dust-- bumper dust-- that comes up and down and doesn't hang in the air like the 
clays do,” said Chase.  “The use of [driving surface aggregate] will reduce dust for years and years and is less dusty 
than the aggregate typically used in the Northwest part of the state.  They have very dusty [road] materials up there.” 

Penn State Center For Dirt & Gravel Road Studies: Road Dumping Of Oil & 
Gas Wastewater To Control Dust Is Environmentally Unsound Practice 

https://www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu/
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=53454
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=53454
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=53454
https://www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu/pa-program-resources/products
https://www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu/general-resources/driving-surface-aggregate-dsa
https://www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu/general-resources/driving-surface-aggregate-dsa
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 “A good DSA will perform much better than the native surface road materials used [in the Northwest],” said 
Chase. 
Why Won’t Townships Change Practices? 
 “We have 20,000 miles of [dirt and gravel] roads out there and if we’d focus on dust that’s pretty much all we’d 
do,” said Chase.  “And [dust suppression] is temporary.” 
 “With respect to water drainage, we are seeing a lot of uptake of people doing our practices with their own 
money,” said Bloser. “That’s really where you see the biggest benefit of the program long term.” 
 “One of the biggest barriers is turnover of [local officials],” said Bloser.  “It’s a thankless job that doesn’t pay 
very much so there’s a lot of cycling through.” 
 “Money is a factor too.  A lot of stuff we [the Center] does costs more upfront, but saves money in the long 
run,” said Bloser.  “But that’s hard to see when your annual budget is $30,000 and one of our projects is $40,000.” 
 “The [oil and gas] producers have this water and it’s a liability sitting on their property and they have to do 
something with it,” said Bloser. “This gives them the opportunity to get rid of it for free or get paid for it.” 
 Bloser said he’s heard producers say at DCED’s PA Grade Crude [Oil] Development Advisory Council meet-
ings up to 25 percent of a conventional oil and gas driller’s waste stream is spread on roads. 
 “There’s your driver and they’re good salesmen,” said Bloser.  “When you get something like that for free, 
there’s a reason.” 
 “Some of the producers will drive right out and apply it for you, so some of the townships are pretty hands off,” 
said Chase. 
DEP Hasn’t Ordered Dust Control 
 In their long experience with the Center, neither Steve Bloser nor Eric Chase were aware of instances where 
the Department of Environmental Protection has “ordered” a township to control dust from dirt and gravel roads. 
 “Obviously industry is regulated in terms of dust levels, but I’ve never heard of DEP going after townships,” 
said Eric Chase. 
 They said it is usually a complaint-driven thing from the residents to a township. 
 “Lab” vs. “Real World” Studies 
 The next study that’s due out from Penn State by the end of the year will provide more information on the envi-
ronmental impact of road dumping of oil and gas wastewater on dirt and gravel roads. 
 Although not at liberty to describe any of the results, Eric Chase said, the study created a three by nine foot 
roadbed at a five percent slope and did leaching experiments with a variety of different brines and products. 
 The Penn State studies have been criticized as “lab” studies and not “real world” studies by some. 

“The methodologies are absolutely sound,” said Chase.  “You definitely have more control over the environ-
ment in the lab.  It’s much easier to replicate what you’re doing when you’re testing different products, versus the field 
test where you’re beholden to the weather, beholden to how well the applicator truck can apply the product over long 
distances.” 

“One of the reasons we built the roadbed and did the experiment was to scale up from the laboratory,” added 
Chase.  “Having the road material compacted just like you would a road, having the same depth of the driving surface 
aggregate, using native material from the Northwest, using oil and gas brines from that region, was the next step.” 
 For more information on proper dirt and gravel road construction and maintenance, visit the Penn State Center 
for Dirt and Gravel Road Studies website.  The Center also provides training to local officials and road supervisors 
throughout the year. 
Background On Center Program 

The Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited first brought the problem of unpaved road runoff into the spotlight 
in 1991. TU sportsmen in Centre and Potter County State Forests were the driving force behind the developing grass-
roots effort to reduce sediment pollution from dirt and gravel roads. 

A Task Force on Dirt and Gravel Roads was created in 1993 to investigate, research and document the signifi-
cance of sediment and dust, as well as other forms of water pollution resulting from dirt and gravel road maintenance 
practices.  

This private-public partnership enlisted members representing nonprofit organizations, businesses and local, 
state, and federal government agencies. 

In the summers of 1996-1998, volunteers from TU went out at their own expense and drove thousands of 
miles of roads in an effort to identify pollution sites on Pennsylvania's dirt and gravel roads.  

TU inventory volunteers recorded locations where roads were adversely impacting a stream, concentrating on 
Pennsylvania's High Quality and Exceptional Value watersheds. 

The efforts put forth by the volunteers resulted in the identification and assessment of over 900 sites in pro-
tected watersheds statewide.  These sites became the basis for creating the Dirt and Gravel Road Maintenance Pro-
gram. 

The Task Force achieved its goal in 1997 when a law (Section 9106 of the PA Vehicle Code) was enacted 
establishing the Pennsylvania Dirt and Gravel Road Maintenance Program.   

The law provided a non-lapsing annual allocation of $5 Million, with $4 Million going to the State Conservation 
Commission and $1 million going to the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.   Read more here. 

In 2013, Act 89 was passed increasing the funding for the Program from $5 Million to $35 Million annually in 
2014-15.  The Act dedicates $28 Million of this to the State Conservation Commission, and also mandates that $8 mil-
lion of that money be used for the maintenance of low-volume paved roads with less than 500 vehicles per day. 

The Dirt and Gravel Road Maintenance Program follows a few key concepts including: local control over pro-
jects and decision making; education and training to local stakeholders; simplified grant applications; and implementing 
long term road and environmental improvements. 

       [Posted: August 25, 2021]  PA Environment Digest  

https://dced.pa.gov/pa-grade-crude-development-advisory-council/
https://www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu/
https://www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu/
https://patrout.org/
https://www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu/sites/default/files/PA%20Program%20Resources/Program%20Specific%20Resources/Reference%20Material/DGR_Task_Force_1997_Status_Report.pdf
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/
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Featured Fly 
From the “Fly by Night Guy”  
 

“Impersonator Leech”- Streamer Pattern
  Fly Type: Streamer, Attractor pattern  

Target Species: Steelhead, 
Salmon, Trout, Pike 
Recommended Region: Any-
where there are leeches or bait 
fish to imitate; streams, still 
lakes, ponds, etc. 
Imitation: Leeches 

  
The Egg Sucking Leech is a very popular Steelhead fly, and one of the top 
fish catching streamer flies. It has traditionally been tied as a simple pattern 
combining an “egg” with a Wooly Bugger. For years the egg part of the fly 
was tied with yarn or chenille, or even a drop of hot glue or later a plastic bead. With the advent of large colored metal beads or 
cones, it is even a simpler pattern to tie. The bead gives added weight to get down to the fish more quickly. Leeches are typically 
tied in black, purple or a combination of the two! Effective colors for the egg head are the same as you would use to tie an egg pat-
tern: pink, orange, chartreuse or red. This version is tied with Rabbit strips, which allows the fly to swim with vertical undulations 
that fish have a hard time resisting!  
Many streamer patterns are relatively easy to tie and extremely effective. The best thing about streamers is you can make them as 
big or as small as you like. This fly is smaller than many streamers, but it can produce while on the swing or dead drifting.  

If you can find the right color and size the heavy tungsten bead-head allows the fly to sink fast while adding the rabbit strip tail adds 
more motion. Make sure you have a hook with the right type of bend and a wide enough gap to get the large bead onto. The Imper-
sonator Leech can be dead drifted without drag, or for more active fish it can be stripped with very short strips, or swung!  
 

I found this online at the link below by Mike Brown, owner of Mossy’s Fly Shop in Anchorage, Alaska: 

https://deneki.com/2021/08/fly-tying-impersonator-
leech/  

His Fly Ingredients: 

Hook: Firehole 811 sz 8 
Beadhead: 3/16 Tungsten Beadhead 
Tinsel: Veevus Mini Flat Pearl 
Dubbing: UV Ice Dub Red 
Tail: Straight Cut Rabbit 
Collar: Rabbit Fur 
Thread: Veevus 8/0 

 
 
Tying Instructions: 

I tried tying this fly 3 different ways. The way 
Mike Brown tied on the Deneki.com site linked above; which I found difficult to tie with the cut rabbit in a 
dubbing loop. I also tied it with two different strips of rabbit –straight cut for the tail and crosscut to palmer a 
collar – which I found easier. Easier yet was using one piece of crosscut rabbit, measuring and tying in the 
proper length of tail and then palmering the collar with the same piece before anchoring and cutting off the 
extra. The crosscut tail may limit some of the motion, since it is shorter. 

Step 1.  Pinch the barb, slide your  bead-head onto the hook and place it in the 
vise.  Wrap 3 turns of lead and push it into the bead, add a drop of glue. Start your 
thread behind the bead and wrap down the length of the shank. 

Step 2.  Tie in the flat braid and wrap close wraps forward to the middle of the 
shank and tie off, trim the excess. 

 
(Cont. next page) 

Wooly Bugger style egg sucking leeches tied in purple & 

black with a pink salmon egg head! 

Recipe I used: 
 
Hook: Daiichi 1750 streamer Hook size 8. Or Daiichi Streamer 2220 
Thread: UTC Black 140 
Weight: Optional – 3 wraps of Lead wire wraps (.015 to .020), behind 
the bead (if you can’t find a tungsten bead that works) 
Bead head: since I couldn’t find a red 3/16 tungsten bead, I used a Red 
EYAM5057 large cone head, a Hot Pink ¼” Perfect Hatch bead, and a 
Spirit River Hot Head 3/16” bead in Salmon pink 
Tinsel: UTC Flat med Pearl Tinsel 
Dubbing:  Ice Dub Red 
Tail: Straight cut Rabbit Black or Purple 
Collar: Rabbit fur (Black or Purple) 

http://www.flytyingforum.com/index.php?act=flysearch&target=Steelhead
http://www.mossysflyshop.com/
https://deneki.com/2021/08/fly-tying-impersonator-leech/
https://deneki.com/2021/08/fly-tying-impersonator-leech/


 19 

Step 3.   Now create a dubbing loop in the thread.  Place the ice dub in the loop and spin.  Pick or brush out 
the material and make a thin core. 

 
Step 4.  Wrap your dubbing, pulling the ice dub backward with each 
turn.  Create a nice little ball.  Brush/pick out the trapped material. 

 
 

Step 5.  Tie in your rabbit strip over the top of the dubbing ball.  Trim your 
tail appx the length of the hook shank. 

 

 
 
Step 6. Here is the tricky part. Create another dubbing loop.  I like 
using an  using an old fashioned bull dog paper clip to hold the fur 
before trimming a small amount of fur from the hide and place it 
in the dubbing loop.  Spin and brush out trapped hairs. 
 
 
 

Step 7.  Wrap your rabbit forward, brushing the hair back with 
each wrap.  Wrap it up tight into the bead-head.  Tie off and whip 
finish.  
 

 

 

Finished Fly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
If any Steelhead Association members have questions about a fly or wish to see a fly featured in this column of the newsletter send an 

email to info@PaSteelhead.com with “Fly By Night Guy” in the subject line! 

           

mailto:info@PaSteelhead.com
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        Edited and published by S. Zacour  

Artistic Fly Tying 
www.artisticflytying.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

My Passion for tying the classic   

Atlantic Salmon Fly.    Thomas Herr 

P. O. Box 29577  

  Parma, OH 

44129 

www.ohiosteelheaders.com 

http://www.follysend.com/flystore.html 
 

Save Our Native Species Inc. 
S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie Fishing Club 

(A 501 C (3) not for profit organization 

 

 

 

 

 

Mail: PO Box 3605 

Erie, Pennsylvania 16508 

http://sonsoflakeerie.org/ 

Phone/Fax: 814-453-2270 

Email: sonslakeri@aol.com  

Fish Man Guide  

Services 

John Bodner 

814-392-7856 

jbfish1@comcast.net 
 

A Founding Father of the 

PA Steelhead Assoc. 

 

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS!  Click on links below to visit their site. 

 
 

Brett Staley: I’m a PA licensed guide (# 1052) with a passion for 
teaching others. I specialize in all your lake run species targeting 
Steelhead and Brown trout in - PA - OHIO - and NEW YORK. With 25 
years experience let me help you land that fish of a lifetime . 

EASY RISERS GANG 
http://Www.easyrisersgang.com/ 
(724) 263-9252 
Email: mad84angler@aol.com 
Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/Bigcat80/?ref=page_internal 

 
 

FishUSA Regular Customer Service Hours:  
 

Monday - Friday: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm ET 
 

Saturday : 9:00 am - 4:00 pm ET;  Sunday: Closed 
 

Website:  https://www.fishusa.com/  Phone: 800-922-1219 

http://www.ohiosteelheaders.com
http://www.follysend.com/flystore.html
http://sonsoflakeerie.org/
http://Www.easyrisersgang.com/
mailto:mad84angler@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/Bigcat80/?ref=page_internal
https://pasteelhead.wildapricot.org/

